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ENG 419: STUDIES IN

                                SHAKESPEARE
Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall, 2007 Online

Instructor: Mary L. McCarrick

Office: 206H Henry Hall

Phone: 735-8534 

Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Secondary email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com 
Course Objectives

The following are intended to maximize the personal and academic value of this course for students:

1. To study each work as an individual work of art, and give a wide range of 

      exposure to Shakespearean comedy, tragedy, history, and romance.

2. To study each reading selection as a product of a specific social/historical  

context

3. To gain a clear understanding of the Elizabethan and early Jacobean   

      period of English history

4. To become more skilled in literary analysis and scholarly research skills

5. To become acquainted with basic literary critical theory and terminology as it applies to the area of focus for each term, and be able to apply theory to your own interpretations

6. For the Fall, 2007 term, we will take an interdisciplinary approach to Shakespeare and apply the discipline of gender studies to the interpretation of his works. According to Meyer, “Gender critics explore ideas about how men and women – what is masculine and feminine – can be regarded as socially constructed by particular cultures” (from Thinking and Writing About Literature: A Text and Anthology, 2nd ed., p. 70) Our objective is to spend a portion of our time together considering the implications of gender being determined by a culture’s values, and then theorizing how Shakespeare’s culture influenced his representation of men and women, and how we, as 21st century readers, may have conflicting reactions to Shakespeare’s images of male and female. We will also apply both feminist literary and queer literary theory to Shakespeare’s works, in accordance with the accepted parameters of gender studies.  

Course Description & Goals

Welcome to English 419! This course is designed to introduce you to the works of perhaps the greatest writer in the English language – William Shakespeare. Since we only have 10 weeks together, we will not be able to read all 33 Shakespearean plays. Instead, I’ve designed this course to touch on the four types of plays Shakespeare wrote: comedy, tragedy, history, and romance. The theme of this term’s class is gendering the works of William Shakespeare, and I’ve selected plays that I feel will best enable us to consider both Shakespeare’s cultural influences on what determines male and female, and that also provide a comparison or contrast with our own 21st century sensibilities. These are plays that those of you heading to graduate school will be expected to know and to have already studied. You’ll note that Hamlet is not included in this syllabus since most of you have studied it already in your sophomore lit class.  

In order to truly appreciate literature, I think it’s imperative that we have an accurate understanding of the historical time frame surrounding both the author and his characters. This is especially true when applying gender criticism to literary works. I will include lectures on the web board on Elizabethan and Jacobean England, and will expect you to do some of your own research on the eras.

In past Shakespeare classes, I’ve included segments on literary criticism and theory for those of you going on to graduate school. I will touch on a few of the schools of criticism this time around, but mainly in keeping with our theme of the gender representation in Shakespeare, most of the focus will be on feminist literary and LGBT or queer literary theories. You may find that applying both New Historicism and/or Marxist literary criticism will also aid you in theorizing about the use and representation of male and female in Shakespeare’s works. 

Finally, I believe that our attempts to genderize Shakespeare’s works will be aided by the study and use of film adaptations of his work. The text we’ll be using, Shakespeare: Script, Stage, and Screen, will provide important information for us on taking the play out of simply a literary format and putting it into performance. I will be assigning film adaptations of Shakespeare’s plays when available. A membership to a DVD/Video store, such as Blockbuster or Netflix, which I use, would be appropriate for this class. For more information on Netflix, go to Netflix.com. Most films can be received in one or two days of ordering them, and you simply put them back in the self-addressed, stamped envelope they provide, and pop them in the mail. It’s a very easy service to use, and it’s around $9.95 a month to have 3 movies out at a time.

Required Textbooks

Bevington, David, Anne Marie Welsh, and Michael L. Greenwald. Shakespeare: Script, Stage, Screen. New York: Pearson, 2006.

The play texts are also available online at http://the-tech.mit.edu/shakespeare/
Other Requirements

While this is an internet class, you will have library research to do as well. You may use Chaminade University’s library on campus, as well as state library facilities, or community college facilities. Chaminade’s databases include Ebsco Host, which may aid you in finding scholarly journal articles for your research assignments. I find a lot of my students in upper division classes using Hamilton Library on the campus of UH Manoa. Non-UH students can get a library card and have borrowing privileges at UH libraries for about $30 a year.  Email me if you need further information.

Any standard college dictionary

Any standard thesaurus

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition

Disks and/or jump/flash drives to store your work – remember, store your work in more than one place to avoid disasters!

Access to film adaptations of Shakespeare’s plays (see above info on Netflix)

Course Prerequisites

All students must have successfully completed ENG 101, 102, and 201 or their equivalents. It is usually a good idea to take a few upper division literature classes before embarking on Shakespeare, as the language and material is quite challenging. I expect all students to use correct, up to date MLA documentation style for papers, and to use standard American English. It is also important that students are willing and able to make a significant commitment of time and effort to the reading in this class, as well as the time it will take to watch films and participate in web board discussions.
Participation

Online classes require a unique commitment by students to not only do the required reading, but also participate in web board discussions and share their writing with the class.  You will have plenty of opportunity to make your unique voice and ideas heard. Do not be afraid of having the “wrong” idea. Literature is, after all, open to interpretation.

Final Grade

You will note that the majority of your grade is based on your performance on several written assignments. Your final grade will be determined by the following:

· Quizzes over the plays and lecture notes

· One seminar paper (worked on all term)

· Final exam over the reading & lecture notes

· Web participation (responding to discussion answers and engaging in scholarly discourse and debate)

Each assignment is weighted as follows:

	ASSIGNMENT


	POINTS

	Quizzes
	40

	Web Participation
	20

	Final paper
	30

	Final exam
	10


Final point grade scale:

90-100 - A

80-89   - B

70-79   - C

60-69   - D

0-59     - F 

Preparation of Papers

All papers and written/posted assignments must set up using MLA guidelines; double-spaced throughout, with one-inch margins. Your name, course title and location, my name and date should be on the upper left-hand corner of the first page. Your last name and page number should be on each subsequent page.  These rules apply even though you are posting work to the Internet. Double spacing and formatting may not always translate using the WebCT program, but you should get in the habit of using the MLA format just the same.  Always title your assignments! See the MLA handbook for specific paper guidelines. I do expect you to follow these guidelines, and you will be graded accordingly. All papers must have sources cited and correctly documented. 

Questions for Discussion 

You will be assigned questions for discussion each week. These may require anything from a short answer, to a longer reflection, to actually researching a topic and presenting your findings. It will be your responsibility to fully research the question and present your findings to us on the appropriate web discussion board by the due date given by me.  The questions will have to do with the play we are working on that week, or it could be pertaining to gender studies and the school of literary theory we are discussing as well. Since you will be presenting your findings to the class, and be expected to engage in discussion based on others’ weekly presentations as well, I would suggest you do your best to bring a thorough answer to the table. Don’t be afraid to give us some of your own opinions as well. Start thinking like a critic. Back up your findings with good, solid, up to date research. Give us examples to back up your findings. Don’t forget to cite any sources you may use and document them, since your readers may want to check out the sources for their own major paper project. There are no page limits on this. I’m more interested to see how well you present your findings and how thorough you are in your answers, as well as how well you engage in debate and discussion based on your peers’ answers.

Final Essays

You will create a final seminar paper for submission the final week of class. This project will span all ten weeks, and we’ll break it down into manageable sections. You will have specifics portions of the research and/or writing due throughout the term. The project will encompass our focus of gender studies in Shakespeare, and you may elect to write on Shakespeare’s plays, his sonnets, or take a historical approach to his work, all the while maintaining an eye on gender and cultural influence. 

Final Exam

As required by Chaminade University, a final exam will be given on campus or on selected military bases the final Saturday afternoon of the term. More information about the exam will be forthcoming, but it will cover all the material read and discussed on the web board, as well as lectures.

Quizzes

Quizzes will usually occur once a week and be focused on the week’s lecture notes and play. All quizzes are due by the date and time given on the quiz block. 

Web Board Participation

You will be expected to actively participate in web board discussions, postings, and responding to your classmates’ work. This is not a class where you can respond once a week and expect to do well. I expect my online students to check the web board at least once a day, and respond when prompted. Since we cannot have active discussions in person, the questions for discussion allow us a place to have ongoing debate and discourse about Shakespeare, his times, and his work.

You are also invited to meet with me in person during my office hours on Chaminade’s campus. I am in my office through the rest of the fall semester (first week of December) on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30-2pm, Wednesdays from 3-4pm, or by appointment. My office is in Henry Hall, room 206H.

Plagiarism

It goes without saying that I frown on plagiarism. Intentional or unintentional plagiarism ends in the same consequences: automatic class failure, and reporting to the Dean of Humanities and Dean of Academic Affairs for further action. All written work is to stem from your own ideas, and all sources used must be correctly cited and documented. I cannot stress more how important it is to use proper MLA format. Invest in the MLA handbook, 6th edition, and use it. This is not a class you can skate through by only partially citing or documenting sources, or doing so incorrectly. Do not recycle papers from past classes, as this is classified as academic dishonesty as well. I suggest that you save all research in a research folder, along with notes and other drafts of papers, since I reserve the right to call in your research at any time to verify legitimacy. Once a final grade for a class is received, you may get rid of the research if you so choose.

Late Assignments

All quizzes, and the final paper are due on the day and time listed on the calendar Late papers will NOT be accepted, unless you have been out on deployment. You may always turn work in early! Answers to your Questions for Discussion must be posted on the web board under the appropriate conference. 

Statement of Safe Classroom Environment

My classrooms are considered a safe environment. This means I will not tolerate any harassing remarks, or any behaviors that can be deemed offensive to other classmates, faculty members, or me. I expect you to have the utmost respect for your learning community.  Violation of the safe classroom rule will lead to your automatic failure of the class.  If you experience any type of harassing behavior on the web board, be it in email or discussions, please notify me immediately. Please note that we will be discussing gender issues and exploring cultural influence on these issues during both Shakespeare’s time and our own. I expect each of you to approach these discussions with a scholarly interest, and while you may not always agree with the critical approaches of gender studies, feminist literary or LGBT/queer literary theory, I’m sure you’ll each appreciate the significance of these theories on the study of literature and most specifically Shakespeare. For those of you going on to graduate school, you will definitely benefit by having exposure to as many critical literary theories as possible, and gender studies, along with feminist and LGBT/queer theories are some of the newest schools of thought and most prominent disciplines to come out of the academy in the past few decades. As with all literary studies, I encourage you to read, study, and reflect on what you learn, and come up with your own theories and opinions, while at the same time, respecting those that are different from your own.

Disabilities

Please let me know if you have any type of learning, emotional, or physical disability which may have an impact on your class participation and/or performance so that I may make sure to adhere to the legal requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Chaminade’s Student Services should be alerted to your status so that they can assure you receive all the benefits of the ADA.

