CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY 

ENG 102: Expository Writing

Spring, 2008

Section 07: MWF 11-11:50am, Freitas 254

Section 10: TR 2-3:20pm, Freitas 253

Instructor:  Mary L. McCarrick 

Office: 206H Henry Hall

Phone: 739-8534

Office Hours: Office Hours: T 3:30-4:30pm, W 12-2pm, and by appointment

Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Alternate email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com
Course Description 

This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing short to medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  The course will emphasize skills required for research writing such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing.  The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length.

Course Objectives

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text.

2.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, 

mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, 

      free writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition,   

     persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8.  To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

Critical Thinking Skills

9.   To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.

Required textbooks

Lunsford, Andrea A., and Alyssa O’Brien. The St. Martin’s Handbook. 6th ed. Boston:


Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008.

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition

Other Requirement

You are required to use your Chaminade email account for all correspondence with me.

Suggested purchases

Two - 3.5” HD Formatted diskettes or large storage jump drive

American Heritage Dictionary & Roget’s Thesaurus are optional, but strongly recommended.

Classroom policies

I run a safe classroom, which means I will not tolerate anything that can be construed as harassment toward other students or me. If you at any time feel you are being singled out for harassment of any kind in the class, please see me immediately. The situation will be dealt with swiftly and with discretion. 

Attendance

Your participation and attendance in class are vital to developing your own writing strategies and working with your classmates who will make up our writing community.  Since there will be much discussion and writing practice, your regular participation is required. There will be random quizzes during class, and you will not be permitted to make up these quizzes if you miss them. If you do miss class, please do not email or call me to find out what you missed. I do not give private lectures to fill you in on what you should have gotten if you had gone to class. Find a study buddy or get with your peer editor to find out what you missed, and follow your syllabus for due dates and assignments

Participation

You will work quite a bit with both your classmates and me, responding to readings, writing informally in class, providing feedback, and discussing your own writing with others. Your consistent and conscientious participation in these activities is required and will affect your final grade.

Final grade

Final breakdown of grade will be as follows:

Quizzes – 30 points

Final Exam   - 10 points

Homework  (research assignments, short papers & exercises) – 30 pts

Final Research Paper (argument) – 30 pts  (you MUST pass the final research paper in order to receive at least a C in this course)

Grading scale

Grading scale is as follows:

100-90 pts = A

89-80 pts   = B

79-70 pts   = C

69-60 pts   = D

59 pts and below = F
Quizzes and Final Exam

Quizzes will be given during class periods and may or may not be announced ahead of time. This means it’s important for you to prepare for each class by doing all reading assignments for that day, and by reviewing lecture notes. It’s a good idea to bring your books to class since sometimes you’ll be able to use them in a quiz. The exceptions to this are the MLA quiz and the research/library quiz. I will announce the dates for the MLA quiz, and you’ll be able to use your MLA handbook only on that quiz. The research quiz will be done outside of class. Your final exam will be cumulative and focus on all information covered during the semester. Depending on the type of exam given, you may or may not be able to use your books.

Homework

Homework assignments will be given during the semester as we work on specific writing, researching, documenting and citing skills. These are great ways to get practice and to make points. 

Final Research Paper & Grading of short papers

Short writing projects, all created to aid in the final research project, will be assigned throughout the semester. You should plan to see me during office hours to workshop your papers if you want higher scores. My past students will tell you it’s very beneficial to workshop with me before I sit down to read and score your paper. In the case of several errors, I will note these errors on the first page or two, and after that it will be YOUR responsibility to look for these errors throughout the rest of the paper. Your quizzes will receive scores as well.  Near midterm I will let you know how you’re doing in class through individual conferences. 

IMPORTANT! If you receive a low score on any project or quiz in the class, you will receive a special invitation to my office for a conference before you are able to turn in any

more assignments in class. I will not read nor score any assignments from students who ignore this conference. I will post sign up sheets on my door for appointment times so please visit my office at Henry 206H after you’ve received a notice to conference and sign up. You should not wait any longer than 48 hours to see me once you receive notice from me.

The final research paper is a department required argument essay made up of a minimum of 10 sources and 10 pages. The paper must use MLA documentation style correctly, and show satisfactory writing skills. Please see the memo at the end of this syllabus for more information. Please note, this is a stringent requirement that must be met by all ENG 102 students in order to pass the course with at least a C. If you do not pass the argument paper, or if you neglect to turn one in on time, you will fail the class.

PREPARATION OF PAPERS

All papers must be typed or computer generated, double-spaced, with 1” margins.  See proofreading guide for helpful tips.  Papers should have your name, course and location, my name, and date in the upper left corner of first page. 

Ex:  Jane Smith

       ENG 102 MWF 2-2:50pm

       McCarrick

       January 14, 2008

Always title your paper!  There is no need for a title page, however. Beginning with the second page, your name and page number should appear in the upper right-hand corner.  

Ex: Smith -2-

Make sure print is dark, as light papers will be returned without grades and will have to be resubmitted with legible print.

Late Papers

All papers are due at the beginning of class on the due dates listed under Assignments. Late work will not be accepted. There are NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE!  However, should you foresee a problem, please submit to me in writing a request for extension at least one week in advance of the paper due date. Under no circumstances will missing class excuse you from turning in an essay or assignment. 

Last Date to Withdraw

The last date to withdraw from courses in spring day semester is Friday, April 4.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog and can be located on the intranet.  They include but are not limited to the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

The American Heritage Dictionary defines plagiarism as the act of using and passing off as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.  For writers and scholars, plagiarism is dishonest, dishonorable, and very, very serious.  Disciplinary action will be taken against anyone found stealing another writer’s words or thoughts.  If you are found to be plagiarizing in this class, you will fail ENG 102 and be turned over to the English department chair, Dean of Humanities, and Dean of Students for further action. I will discuss plagiarism and ways to properly cite author’s works in your own texts throughout the semester.  Should you have questions regarding proper usage of citations within your papers, consult the MLA Handbook or see me. Always save your research until you receive a final course grade. Be prepared to present your research and notes on a paper at any time during the semester.

A word about composition classes

Students often tell me that my composition classes are extremely challenging. You will do one of two things in this class, work, or not work. If you work, you will learn. You will find out how to do the kind of library research expected in upper division classes, how to write the kind of academic papers professors within a university expect, how to properly document and cite all your sources to protect yourself from charges of plagiarism, and you’ll have ample opportunities to work on your own writing style and become proficient academic writers. 

If you work, you will face challenges, but in meeting each challenge you will gain confidence as writers and students. Composition is not easy – it’s not supposed to be. College is not easy, and it is not for everyone. Those who succeed in composition and in college must be serious about their education, driven to succeed, and not willing to settle for the mediocre. 

If you are serious about learning how to write academically, you are in the right class. If you are not serious, you will struggle. 

Pay attention to due dates. I do not accept late papers. Come to class regularly. Do your assignments. Don’t make excuses. Push yourself to succeed and you will. Ask for help when needed. Don’t be afraid to call me or email me with questions. Speak up in class and become an active participant. This is YOUR class. YOU paid for it. What you get out of it is what you will put into it. 

Good luck, have fun, and welcome to a roller coaster ride into the world of a writer!
From: Chaminade University English Department

To: ENG 102 Students

Re:  In order to successfully complete the writing program a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Clarity

1.  To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

2.  To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

3.  To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

Originality and Research

4.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, freewriting, and listing.

5. To demonstrate the ability to identify an audience and articulate an argument specific to that audience.

6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

-To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

-To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between fact and opinion.

-To demonstrate the ability to retrieve information from various sources (printed sources, internet sources).

-To demonstrate the ability to integrate material from sources. 

8. To demonstrate the ability to compare and contrast induction and deduction.

9. To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

Documentation

10. To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

-To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

-To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

-To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

11. To recognize various documentation formats (APA, COS)

Grading Rubric

	Points
	Integration of Sources
	Clarity and Rhetoric
	Organizational Development 
	Grammar and Mechanics

	A
	Accurate assessment (summary and paraphrase) of source information.  The sources are introduced using a concise summary and the sources are integrated logically and effectively into the paper. The validity of the source information has been tested and documented in the paper.  
	The goal of the paper is clear.  The language and rhetorical  techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.   
	The paper displays a clear organizational structure which includes an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion, and the research clearly supports the thesis.
	The paper uses correct MLA documentation and contains few errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	B
	Same as above, however the summary introduction of the text is accurate but not as concise.
	Rhetorical techniques are applied correctly throughout the paper, but it may not be effective for the audience provided.
	The paper has a clear organizational structure, but further research may be needed for conclusive development.
	The paper may contain several errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	C
	The summary introduction or the paraphrase of the source may be less than accurate.  
	The rhetorical techniques may present less than a logical application.  Or additional techniques should have been used in the paper.
	The organizational structure is not always clear making it difficult to follow the writers points at all time, or further research is needed for sufficient support..
	The paper contains numerous errors in grammar and punctuation that does not hinder a general reading or   few minor documentation errors (1-3).

	D


	There is no summary introduction of the texts, and the text is not integrated into the paper.
	Same as above.
	The paper lacks a clear organizational structure (topic sentences and transitions)., or the research does not appear to support the thesis.
	The “works cited” page is not in MLA format.

	F
	It is unclear what additional texts are being used and for what purpose.
	It is unclear what techniques are being used
	The purpose of the paper/thesis is unclear and/or not support is given.
	No “works cited” page  was included in the paper.


