MAPL/MPT#643  SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY

       Winter Evening, 2008
Main Campus - Wednesdays:  1730-2140 / Henry 106            Instructor:   David Anderson

Home:  947-8922 / CUH:  Henry 206P – 735-4867        E-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu
        
DETAILED STUDY OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SACRAMENTALITY AND 

        
OF THE INDIVIDUAL SACRAMENTS, STRESSING THE HISTORICAL

        
DEVELOPMENT OF EACH AND ITS CONTEMPORARY RENEWAL. 

Goal:
This course will explore and discuss in depth the theological notion of sacrament.


Consideration will be given to both the human experience of sacrament as well as


the sacramental mysteries of Christian faith, all referenced to Creation, Christ,

the Church and the Kingdom.  Special attention will be given to each of the seven

sacraments in the Roman Catholic Tradition.  

Objectives:
1) to explore the concept of sacrament in the light of both historical and contemporary
    theology, highlighting the spiritual, ecclesial, ritual, canonical and socio-political 

    dimensions of the whole sacramental system
2) to view the mystery and celebration of sacraments within the wider context of God’s

    saving grace, religious worship and liturgy, and the operations of the Spirit of God
3) to investigate the theo-philosophical notion of symbol as constitutive of the principle

    of sacramentality, with special focus on Jesus and Church as Sacrament, and the

    sacramentality of human life

4) to examine the celebration of sacraments as events to be lived into, assessing the 

    personal and communal implications for personal and pastoral praxis  

5) to foster sacramental consciousness as a means for intensifying both cognitive and

    affective responses to human experience of the sacred and the secular.
Requirements:
1) presence and participation in the required course sessions
2) reading of all required course materials 
3) course assignment:  submission of either ‘a’ or ‘b’ at the last class session 


a) a ten page research paper on an approved topic relevant to sacramental theology
b) a notebook portfolio consisting of class notes, inclusions and reflection comments
Recommendations:
1) reading of non-assigned materials relevant to the course of study
2) search for additional materials on sacramental theology in theological journals and publications 
3) willingness to share on materials discovered, read and written on for course assignment

CLASS
DATE

SESSION SUBJECT & READING SCHEDULE
    I.                    1/9
Course Introduction




Approaching Sacrament / Sacramentality




 Basics Elements of Sacramental Theology

Assigned Readings:  Sacraments  -  Ch 1:  Dimensions of Sacrament

                                  Ch 2:  Jesus & NT Sacramentality

_________________________________________________________________________________
   II.

 1/16

Human Experience & Transcendence

Sacrament & Worship

Assigned Readings:  Pastoral Foundations - Ch 1:  The Human Experience of Worship






           Ch 2:  The Religious Experience of Worship



          Sacraments - Ch 3:  Church:  Universal Sacrament of Salvation

_________________________________________________________________________________

  III.
1/23

The Sacraments of Initiation (I):  Baptism & Confirmation




[theo-spirituality / ritual / canon law / socio-ecclesial praxis]]

Assigned Readings:  Pastoral Foundations - Ch 4:  Baptism





           Ch 3:  The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)





           Ch 5:  Confirmation



Sacraments - Ch 5:  Christian Initiation:  Baptism / Confirmation 

________________________________________________________________________________

  IV.    

 1/30

The Sacraments of Initiation (II):  Eucharist





[theo-spirituality / ritual / canon law / socio-ecclesial praxis]

Assigned Readings:  Sacraments - Ch 4:  Eucharist:  The Lord’s Supper, Memorial, Sacrifice




        Ch 5:  Christian Initiation:  Eucharist



          Pastoral Foundations - Ch 6:  Eucharist

________________________________________________________________________________

  V.

 2/6

The Sacraments of Healing (I):  Reconciliation





[theo-spirituality / ritual / canon law / socio-ecclesial praxis]

Assigned Readings:  Pastoral Foundations - Ch 7:  Reconciliation


          Sacraments - Ch 8:  Reconciliation

________________________________________________________________________________

VI. 

 2/13

The Sacraments of Healing (II):  Anointing of the Sick





[theo-spirituality / ritual / canon law / socio-ecclesial praxis]

Assigned Readings:  Sacraments - Ch 9:  Anointing of the Sick (Sacrament of Preparedness)
          Pastoral Foundations – Ch 8:  Anointing of the sick & Viaticum

_______________________________________________________________________________

CLASS
DATE

SESSION SUBJECT & READING SCHEDULE
VII.

  2/20

The Sacraments of Commitment (I):  Marriage

[theo-spirituality / ritual / canon law / socio-ecclesial praxis]

Assigned Readings:  Sacraments - Ch 6:  Matrimony (Sacrament of Intimate Friendship)



          Pastoral Foundations - Ch 9:  Marriage 
______________________________________________________________________________

VIII.
 
 2/27

The Sacraments of Commitment (II):  Holy Orders




[theo-spirituality / ritual / canon law / socio-ecclesial praxis]

Assigned Readings:  Sacraments - Ch 7:  Orders (Sacrament of Pastoral Leadership)



          Pastoral Foundations - Ch 10:  Orders

______________________________________________________________________________

 IX.

  3/5

Contemporary Issues in Sacraments – Towards the Future

Assigned Readings:  Sacraments - Ch 10:  Contemporary Issues in Sacraments





        Ch 11:  The Future of Sacraments



          Pastoral Foundations - Ch 11:  The Ritual Life of the Parish
______________________________________________________________________________

X.

 3/12

Course Overview & Presentations
Course Texts:   Sacraments:  A New Understanding for a New Generation
                                 by Ray R. Noll   [Twenty-Third Publications, 2003]
                           Pastoral Foundations of the Sacraments (A Catholic Perspective)

     by Gregory Klein & Robert A. Wolfe   [Paulist Press, 1998]
Some Major Reference Works:
Encyclopedia of Theology - The Concise Sacramentum Mundi (Karl Rahner, ed.)
The Harper Collins Encyclopedia of Catholicism (Richard McBrien, gen. ed.)
Catholicism – Vol. II (Richard McBrien)
The New Catholic Encyclopedia
CD Rom:  articles from Sacraments by Noll [cf. appendix]

