
PAR 102 (3 credits)

Music in World Cultures

Spring 2008 (AUP)

Meeting Place:  Schofield Barracks BLDG     

Meeting Time:  Saturday mornings @ 8:00AM-12:10PM 

Instructor:   Rosanna Perch

Instructor contact info:  Rosanna.Perch@adjunct.chaminade.edu (808) 383-9537

Textbook requirements:  Worlds of Music, 2nd Ed.  Jeff Todd Titon (General Editor)

Aloha and welcome to Performing Arts 102, Music in World Cultures!  

If you have a working set of ears, you’ve most likely heard music all of you life.  You’ve heard music’s “joyous strains” accompany familiar celebrations.  You may sometimes listen to music for inspiration or to relax.  Perhaps you have even written a song or two or tried to teach yourself how to play the guitar.  Whether you are an accomplished musician or avid music fan, when you participate in any musical event, the music “speaks” to you.  Music can make you feel happy, sad, alone or part of a community, tired, energized, or as if you are having a conversation with your ancestors or the divine.  In this course, you will discover how music “speaks” to people across the world.  

You will investigate how music is used to convey meaning throughout the many cultures around the world.  Through active listening and observation, you will hear, see, and feel the vast array of music that can be found around the world.  Through analysis, you will find that attitudes regarding the practice of making music differ from culture to culture just as the geographical locations these various communities live in.  These inquiries will provide a way for you to discover what personal value and cultural messages music may hold in your own life experience.  This course will take you through an investigation of music as more than just musical sounds themselves.  Though you will certainly study the varying musical landscapes of the world’s cultures, musical sound will not be the only focus of this course.  Review the following goals for this course.

*Information in this syllabus is subject to change by instructor.

Course Objectives

Students in this course will:


-develop an understanding of basic music concepts such as rhythm


-study music as it relates to human culture by investigating different 
societies around the world and their musical arts


-develop ways to listen to music for analysis


-experience live music


-write about musical events and their own musical experiences.

As a student, you will have opportunities to think about music in new and exciting ways through and complete assignments to maximize the time you spend out of class thinking about music.  Review the following section for a description of assignments.

Assignments

Weekly Assignments
Every week, you will complete a selection of readings from the course textbook and/or handouts.  After reading you will complete:


“Weekly Homework Assignment One”


Thoroughly and accurately answer a selection of reading comprehension 
questions.

AND


“Weekly Homework Assignment Two”


Provide a response to at least one broad, discussion question to prepare you for 
class discussions.  Your answers to questions should be thorough and 
provide examples from readings, class discussions, personal research or personal 
reflections to support your thinking.  

To make the best use of the time in between our Saturday meetings, you will submit your weekly homework assignments at two intervals throughout the week via e-mail.  I will comment on your assignments via e-mail.    Here are the guidelines for completing your weekly homework assignments:


-Complete the assigned reading for the week.

-Answer and submit “Weekly Homework Assigment One” via e-mail BEFORE MIDNIGHT on the Monday following class.  Submit the assignment as in-line text NOT as a word attachment.  Put “Weekly Homework Assignment One” in the subject line, or “WHAO” for short, AND the corresponding week of class.  (For example, if we have class on Saturday, January 26th, then your “WHAO” is due on Monday, January 28th.  E-mail the assignment as an attachment with “WHAO, Week 3” written in the subject line.)

-Answer and submit “Weekly Homework Assignment Two” via e-mail BEFORE MIDNIGHT on the Wednesday following class.  Submit the assignment as in-line text NOT as a word attachment.  Put “Weekly Homework Assignment Two” in the subject line, or “WHAT” for short AND the corresponding week of class.  (For example, if we have class on Saturday, January 26th, then your “WHAT” is due on 
Wednesday, January 30th.  E-mail the assignment as in-line text with “WHAT, Week 3” written in the subject line.)


-Share your responses/thoughts during class discussions.

*Complete ALL homework assignments AS BEST AS YOU CAN.  I will review your assignments and send them back to you within 24 hours graded with comments via e-mail.  If you answer some of the questions incorrectly, you will have the opportunity to re-do your answers IF AND ONLY IF you’ve turned in your homework assignment ON TIME.   

Writing Assignments

Throughout the course, you will write about your musical experiences.  The list below provides brief descriptions of the short essays you’ll write in this class.  You will receive a more detailed set of guidelines for assignments as each is assigned.

Musical Autobiography

Write an essay of 375-500 word essay describing your personal experiences with music.  

DUE on or before January 19th.  You may re-write this assignment.

Song Lyric Analysis

For this assignment, research a song text of your choice, one that has a lot of personal value/meaning to you.  Once you complete your research, prepare a brief write-up of 150-300 words listing some biographical data about the song, an analysis/discussion of the song’s text and/or musical style and a detailed statement describing the song’s particular meaning to you.  Prepare to share your thoughts/findings during a class session.  

DUE on or before February 2nd.  

Music Performance Reactions

Over the course of the term, you will attend a total of two non-western classical/pop musical performances.  Write a 300+ word essay about each performance.  

DUE within the week following the concert you choose to attend. 

Quizzes and Exams

Quizzes

During the course, five short quizzes will be given.  Each quiz will contain a brief listening example, two questions that ask you to define course concepts, two multiple- choice questions and two true or false questions.  You will be given 30 minutes to complete the quizzes.

Final Exam 
Your final exam will incorporate the work you’ve done in homework assignments, class, written assignments, and quizzes.  The format of the final will be similar to the quizzes and will broaden to include a set of short response questions and a prepared essay question.  

Grading

Statement on Grading/How to do well in this class

Grades do not reflect your worth as a person.  Grades will be assigned for your work in this class and they will be assigned to your work based on how well your work was completed.  Grades can also reflect how well you communicate your understanding of course material and concepts.  Before you hear any more about grades, here is some advice on how to work well in this class:


-Come to class sessions prepared, on time, and with an open mind.


-Use every day of the week to review and reflect on course concepts.


-Take the time to complete your assignments before they are due.


-Make sure you understand instructions for all assignments. 


-Follow instructions.


-If you don’t understand something, ASK QUESTIONS!

-If you understand something, ASK QUESTIONS!
-Take responsibility for your learning.  As an instructor, I only guide 
your study, you decide whether or not you will learn.

Here is the breakdown of grades.  As you’ll see further on, the bulk of the final grade is made up of the weekly work you do outside of class.

Grading System




Homework Assignments
(40%)




Writing Assignments 
(20%)




Final Exam 


(15%)




Quizzes 


(15%)




Participation 

(10%)




Total 



(100%)

Assignments

The weekly homework assignments are the single largest graded portion of the final grade. (40%) We have 10 class meetings stretched over nine weeks;  you will only have weekly homework assignments for the first eight meetings.  Divide 40% by the 8 meetings and you will see that each set of weekly homework (WHAO’s and WHAT‘s) counts for 5% of the final grade.  Follow the instructions for turning in the assignments and turn them in on time.  

The writing assignments together make up 20% of the final grade. There are four writing assignments;  each is worth 5% of the final grade.  

Final Exam and Quizzes

The final exam will account for 15% of the final grade and the five quizzes, for 15% of the final grade (3% per quiz).

Participation and Discussions 

Your participation in class discussions/activities will account for 10% of the final grade.  The last class is for the final, so we’ll only have “normal” class activities on nine of the sessions.  You will receive 1% of the final grade for participation in class for each of those nine meetings and an additional 1% for coming to each class on time.

Final Grades

Final letter grades will be assigned based on where they fall in this scale:  A’s (92%-100%), B’s (80%-91%), C’s (75%-79%), D’s (66%-74%), F’s (65% and below).  “A” work shows that you understand the material (or that you are making honest attempts to understand the material) and provides meaningful insights into course concepts.  

*Please review Chaminade’s guidelines on grading attached to this syllabus.

Late work…

Your prompt, thoughtful, and thorough completion of assignments in this class can only help you learn.  Why?  When you complete your assignments early/on-time, the class materials are fresh in your mind and there’s time for me to review it and make comments and clear up confusion early on if you don‘t understand a concept.  

Keep these days in your mind:  Monday and Wednesday.  These are the due dates for your weekly homework assignments.  Grades for weekly homework assignments will drop by 10% for each day they are late, until the Saturday meeting they were assigned for.  After that Saturday meeting, assignments will NOT be accepted. Additionally, ALL writing assignments will have an assigned due date.  If these assignments are turned in late, 10% of the total points possible for the assignment will be deducted for each day they are late. 

COMPLETE your work EARLY and turn it in ON TIME!!!!!!
Absences…

You are expected to attend ALL CLASSES; we only have 10 class meetings.  If you know you will not be coming, e-mail on or before the class day for homework.  Even if you miss class, you are still required to turn in all of your homework on time, using e-mail, with the exception of quizzes.  If you miss a quiz because you missed class, you will receive zero points for that particular quiz, unless you have a valid reason (severe illness, sudden military deployment, etc.).  You will need to provide some sort of documentation if this absence situation applies to you.

*Please review Chaminade’s policies absences attached to this syllabus.

Extra Credit

If you feel that you’d like to raise the grade you’ll receive for class, you may submit one extra credit assignments to count towards a maximum of 5% of your final grade.  You may only begin extra-credit work AFTER the 5th week of class and YOU MAY ONLY DO EXTRA CREDIT WORK IF YOU’VE TURNED IN ALL ASSIGNMENTS ON TIME. 

Here are the instructions for the assignment:

Attend two concerts of your choice and write a 500+ word essay comparing and contrasting the performances using concepts we’ve discussed in class.

Course Calendar
“What is MUSIC?”

Week 1

January 12th:  

During this session, we will attempt to define this phenomenon of human culture.

We will introduce ourselves to some basic music concepts and discover ways to study these and how music functions as culture.

“MUSIC and the INDIVIDUAL”

Week 2

January 19th  

This week, we will focus on music as a form of self-expression by taking a look at the music of “Black America”.  We will look at the use of text in these musical forms to see how people chronicle life experiences through music.

“MUSIC and SOCIETY”

Week 3

January 26th  

We will travel to Africa to explore the music of three very different music-cultures, the Ewe people of West Africa, the Mande of the Western Sahel region, and the BaAka of the Central Congo.  Our goal is to discover the unique role of music plays in these societies.

“MUSIC and IDENTITY”

Weeks 4-7

This four part series will take us to East Asia, South East Asia, and South America to explore the issues of class, gender, politics, ethnicity, religion and cross cultural exchange in the musics of four different cultures.

Week 4

February 2nd South America (Western Coastal) 

Week 5

February 9th   Japan 

Week 6

February 16th Indonesia 

Week 7

February 23rd India

“MUSIC and SPIRITUALITY”

Week 8

March 1st
We will come back to North America to observe the role music plays in the healing ceremonies of the Navajo people.  During this week, we reflect on the idea that music is a necessary part of human culture.

“MUSIC and TRANSITION”

Week 9

March 8th
We will look at how music in Hawaii has changed over the generations along with the transformation of the places communities and physical landscape.  During this week we will revisit the concepts we covered throughout the semester and take time to summarize the largest ones.

“FINAL EXAM”

Week 10

March 15th

Conclusions 

This class will certainly be a course, one that will take you down rivers and through valleys you may have never visited before, but most certainly will never forget.  

Remember to your ears, eyes, and mind open.  If you feel as if you have lost your way, your instructor is only an e-mail, phone call, or text message away.

Good Luck!


