FORENSIC SCIENCE
Fingerprints
FS-680L
Term:  Spring, 2008






Time: 1430-1550
Instructor:  Wilson Sullivan





Days: TR
Office: Henry #3






Room: HL-6
This is a graduate laboratory course covering latent fingerprints and is taught with FS-680 Fingerprints. These courses must be taken together.  Students will have exercises based on the lecture and text book material.  The purpose of this course is to prepare the student for eventually sitting for the Latent Print Examiner’s Certification Examination administered by the International Association for Identification.  
Prerequisite:  

Participants in this course must have been admitted to the Masters in Forensic Science Program.   
Text Book:

Advances in Fingerprint Technology, Henry C. Lee and R. E. Gaensslen, Second Edition, 2001, ISBN: 0-8493-0923-9
Objectives:

Upon completion of this course you will be able to:

1. Recognize the various fingerprint patterns.
2. Make logical decisions as to which techniques to employ in order to recover and preserve latent fingerprint evidence.
3. How to conduct latent fingerprint examinations.  
4. How to chart and present findings.
5. Testify regarding examinations of latent print evidence.
Assignments:

Reading assignments are to be completed PRIOR to lectures.  Completion of laboratory assignments will require the students understanding of the Reading material
Attendance:

Attendance is mandatory and repeated absences will be reported to counseling and possible removal from the course.  You are expected to be in class on time.  Repeated tardiness will result in no credit being given for class. This is inconsiderate to your fellow students and disruptive to the class. 

You are expected to remain for class.  Leaving the class for periods of time or leaving early will result in no credit for that class.

Cell Phones in Class:

Cell phones will be either off or on silent/vibrate in the classroom.  Telephones will not be answered in the classroom. If there is a legitimate reason for you to have your telephone on, see me prior to class.

Computers in Class:

The use of computers in this class is encouraged, provided that they are used for the class.  Doing other things on the computer such as other class work and “surfing” the internet is not acceptable.

Dress Code:

This course is conducted in a laboratory.  You must wear shoes that cover the toes.  No shoes, no entry.  Shoes must be on prior to entering the laboratory and removed only after leaving the laboratory.  Laboratory coats are required for all in laboratory exercises. Gloves are required for all exercises with the exception of actual comparison work.  Safety glasses are required for all chemical procedures.  
Food:

No food or beverages are allowed in the laboratory.
Unnecessary Talking:
If you must have a conversation with fellow students, do so outside.  Such behavior is disruptive, rude and inconsiderate.
Grading:

Grades for the laboratory course will be determined by laboratory exercises and three laboratory examinations:

Exam #1
100 points

Exam #2
100 points

Exam #3
100 points
Total:

300 points
Five lab exercises will be given, each of which is worth 10 points that can be used to replace any points lost in the examinations. 

Grading Scale:

90-100

A

80-89

B

70-79

C

69-Below
F
Disabilities:

Those students who might require special consideration with reference to disabilities must complete the proper documentation with the school each semester.  A letter will be provided by the school to the instructor outlining what considerations might apply.

Contacting Instructor:

Office:  Henry Hall Rm. #3.

Office Tel: 440-4295

E-mail: wsulliva@chaminade.edu
Chaminade policy is that all communications be by Chaminade e-mail alone.  Please be guided by this.  I will only contact students via the Chaminade system.  It is your responsibility to check your e-mail.

Spring 2008
DATE:

TOPIC:
January 15

Introduction to lab and Safety Considerations
January 17
Issuance of equipment and its use and care and overview of other equipment to be used in the 

January 22

Inking procedures and other “known” prints
January 24

Continuation of known prints
January 29

Basic fingerprint exercises-identification
January 31

Basics of fingerprint classification-exercises (10 pts)
February 05

Classification (if needed); Known Prints
February 07

Terminology-practice in identifying minutiae 
February 14

First examination
February 19 

Preliminary examination for latent prints-exercises 
February 21

Sequential Processing Chart-Practice using charts
February 26

Conventional dusting methods-exercises
February 28

Conventional dusting methods-exercises
March 04

Chemical methods-exercises
March 06

Chemical methods-exercises
March 11

Second Examination
March 13

Alternate Light Sources (ALS) and photography
March 18

ALS exercises with photography (10 pts)
March 20

Latent print comparison, first level (10 pts)
March 25

SPRING RECESS – NO CLASSES
March 27

SPRING RECESS – NO CLASSES
April 01

Latent print comparison, second level (10 pts)
April 03

Latent print comparison, third level (10 pts)
April 08

Automated Fingerprint Identification (AFIS)

April 10

Processing evidence-exercise
April 15

Processing evidence-exercise
April 17

Comparison of evidence
April 19

Comparison of evidence
April 22

Exhibits
April 24

Preparation of written report
April 29
Presentation of findings in class/turn in report/charts and equipment-Final
May 01
Presentation of findings in class/turn in report/charts and equipment-Final
NOTE:  This is the initial syllabus for this course and therefore may be modified as necessary to enhance the course and better serve the students. 
You are responsible for the material in this syllabus.  Not having read it is not an excuse for not knowing its contents. 
4

