FORENSIC SCIENCE
Physical Forensic Science
FS-333
Term:  Spring 2008






Time:  1100-1150
Instructor:  Wilson Sullivan





Days:  M-W-F










Henry 203
This course, Physical Forensic Science is designed to be taught as a logical follow-up to FS-330, Introduction to Forensic Science.  This course takes over where the former left off.  We will look at the various types of physical evidence and some of the methods used to analyze that evidence.  This course will cover more different types of evidence than FS-340 which addresses actual crime scene duties and procedures.
Text:
Forensic Science: An Introduction to Scientific and Investigative Techniques, by Stuart H. James and Jon J. Nordby, CRC Press, Second Edition, 2005

As you were told in FS-330, you will need to refer to your class notes from FS-330 as that material will not be repeated.

You are expected to read the text.  You will be responsible for the text and lecture material for examination purposes and class discussions.  Not having read this does not excuse anyone from not studying the material.
Objectives:

At the end of this course you will be capable of:

1. Recognizing various forms of physical evidence.

2. Understanding the concerns with preservation of the evidence.
3. Understand the viable protocols for processing various types of evidence.
4. Have some basic knowledge of what we can and cannot do with regard to analyses.
5. Understand the relationship between the various types of evidence.
6. Understand the ethical requirements of examination and testimony in court.

Grading:  
Grades for the lecture course will be determined by three examinations:

Examination #1
100 points

Examination #2
100 Points

Examination #3
100 points
Total:


300 points
Grading Scale:

90-100 = A

80-89   = B

70-79
= C

60-69   = D
Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory and repeated absences will result in counseling being notified and possible drop from the class.  You are responsible to sign the attendance sheet.  Those coming in late will not receive credit for that class.  Attendance does not include sleeping.  If you are tired, please remain at home.  
Cell Phones:

Cell phones must be off or on silent in class.  Telephones ringing will result in your being asked to leave the class.  If you must have your telephone on for a justifiable reason, you must clear it with the instructor prior to class.  
Disabilities:

Those students who might require special consideration with reference to disabilities must complete the proper documentation with the school each semester.  A letter will be provided by the school to the instructor outlining what considerations might apply.

Contacting Instructor:

I am in Henry Hall Rm. #3
Tel. Office: 440-4295

E-mail: wsulliva@chaminade.edu
I will contact students by Chaminade E-mail only.  Every student has an account and you are expected to check your e-mail.  This is a school policy to use only the Chaminade system.  Please be guided by this policy.

You are responsible for the material contained in this syllabus.  Not having read it is not an excuse for not knowing its contents.

SPRING 2008
DATE:

TOPIC:

Jan 14


Chapter One
What a Forensic Scientist Does
Jan 16


Chapter Two
Forensic Pathology
Jan 18


Chapter Two
Forensic Pathology
Jan 21


No Class-Martin Luther King Day/Father Chaminade
Jan 23


Founder’s Day Mass, Class Cancelled
Jan 25


Chapter Three
Forensic Nursing
Jan 28


Chapter Four
Cause and Manner of Death
Jan 30


Chapter Five
Forensic Toxicology (Dr. Russo)   
Feb 01


First Examination
Feb 04


Chapter Six
Forensic Odontology
Feb 06


Chapter Seven
Forensic Anthropology
Feb 08


Chapter Seven
Forensic Anthropology
Feb 11


Chapter Eight
Forensic Taphonomy
Feb 13 

Chapter Eight
Forensic Taphonomy 
Feb 16


Chapter Ten Collection and Preservation of evidence.
Feb 18


Holiday, Presidents Day
Feb 20


Chapter Ten
Collection and Preservation of Evidence
Feb 22


Second Examination 
Feb 25


Chapter Nine
Forensic Entomology (Dr. Goff)
Feb 27


Chapter Nine
Forensic Entomology (Dr. Goff)
Feb 29


Chapter Twelve
The Forensic Laboratory
Mar 03


Chapter Thirteen
Identification and Characterization of Blood 







(Dr. Russo)

Mar 05


Chapter Fourteen
Identification of Biological Fluids (Dr. Russo)

Mar 07 

Chapter Eleven
Bloodstain Patterns

Mar 10


Chapter Fifteen
DNA Analysis (Dr. Russo)
Mar 12


Chapter Sixteen
Microanalysis and Examination
Mar 14


Chapter Seventeen
Fingerprints

Mar 17


Chapter Seventeen
Fingerprints
Mar 19


Chapter Eighteen
Footwear
Mar 21


Good Friday-No Classes


Mar 24


Spring Recess-No Class
Mar 26


Spring Recess-No Class
Mar 28


Spring Recess-No Class
Apr 07


Chapter Nineteen
Tires
Apr 09


Chapter Twenty
Firearms
Apr 11


Chapter Twenty
Firearms
Apr 14


Chapter Twenty
Tool Mark Examinations
Apr 16


Chapter Twenty-one
Questioned Documents
Apr 18


Chapter Twenty-two
Controlled Substances
Apr 21


Chapter Twenty-three
Structural Failures



Chapter Twenty-four
Fire and Explosion
Apr 23


Chapter Twenty-five
Vehicular Collision Reconstruction
Apr 25


Chapter Twenty-six
Computers in Forensics
Apr 28 

Chapter Twenty-seven Computer Crime
Apr 30


Chapter Thirty-two
Ethical Issues
May 02

Review for final examination
May 07

Final Examination
1030-1230 hours
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