CJ-201 Foundations in Criminology

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Winter 2008

Instructor:
Gary Thomas



E-MAIL: GTHOMAS808@aol.com 

Days and Times: Tuesday & Thursday: 5:30-9:40

Location:
Schofield Education Center 

Instructor:


Mr. Thomas is a part-time Lecturer in the Criminology and Criminal Justice Department at Chaminade University.  He received a Bachelor of Criminal Justice degree from Chaminade and also a Master of Science Criminal Justice degree also from Chaminade.  During the day, Mr. Thomas is employed as an Inspector with Customs and Border Protection (CBP).  Mr. Thomas graduated from the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in 1998.  Before beginning his employment with CBP, Mr. Thomas was employed as a Loss Prevention Manager with several businesses on the island.  Mr. Thomas also served in the U.S. Army for a period of 11 years, from 1981-1992.

Course Description:


This course is an introduction to criminology and the social, political and economic environments in which crime flourishes.  Among other things, the students will examine the nature and types of crimes, theories of crime, and statistics of crime.  Open to non-criminal justice majors.

Course Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:



*Assess the criminal justice system’s relationship to society



*Do critical analyses of its strengths and weaknesses



*Evaluate and prioritize theoretical perspectives



*Pursue the development of crime, criminology and social problems

Required Text and Materials:



Criminology, Adler, et al. 6th ed. (2007). New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc.

Additional Course Materials:



To be announced and or distributed by the instructor.

Attendance Policy:


Due to the intensive components of this course, attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be comprised of one-third of the final class grade.  Upon three absences a deficiency notice will be sent to the registrar with the recommendation that the student withdraw from the course.  Students who miss three or more classes will receive a grade of “FA-failure due to poor attendance.”  On rare occasions, exceptions will be made due to documented military necessity and/or serious family reasons.  It will be the student’s responsibility to communicate with the registrar regarding withdraws, add/drops, credit/no credit options.  It is also the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor.

Grading Policy:


Grades will be based on a point system.  There will be a total of 300 possible points; 100 points for attendance/participation; 100 points for mid-term and final exam 50/50, and 100 points for the written research project.

Point System Breakdown:


Attendance/Participation:

· 100 points-students arriving on time, prepared for and participating in all class work and discussions will receive 100 points.  

· 90 points-1 absence

· 80 points- 2 absences

RECOMMENDED COURSE WITHDRAWAL AND/OR FAILURE DUE TO ATTENDANCE- 3 ABSENCES

Midterm & Final Exam:

*100 points- 
the midterm and final exam will each count for 50 points.  The midterm exam will consist of the first half of the course material and the final will consist of the second half of the course.

Research Project:



*100 points- Students will be required to prepare a written research paper (7 pages minimum) of a theorist of criminology.  You will then be required to present your research project in class.  All papers must conform to the Chaminade University written requirement.  Double-space, APA standard paper.  Minimum of 3 references are required, 1 of which may be from the Internet.

FINAL GRADES:




A
270-300 Points




B
240-269 Points




C
210-239 Points




D
190-209 Points




F
Below 190 points or more than 3 absences

COURSE OUTLINE

*Instructor will advise students which chapters to read in preparation for class

*Midterm exam will be administered during class session number five

*Final exam will be administered the final night of class

*Research paper/presentation will be due in class session number nine

