Chaminade University of Honolulu
PSY 490: Senior Seminar in Psychology

Spring 2008

Contact Information:

Professor: Dr. Lynn S. Morgan

Office: Behavioral Sciences- 106

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 1:00- 5:00 PM

Office Phone: 735-4745

Office FAX: 739- 4670

Email: lmorgan@chaminade.edu
Class Information:

Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays
Location: BS 102
Text:

Hock, R.R. (2005). Forty Studies that Changed Psychology: Explorations into the History of Psychology. (5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Additional readings will be provided by the professor.

Catalogue Course Description:

PSY 490 Senior Seminar in Psychology (3):

This seminar is a capstone course that collaboratively explores the relationship between the core and elective psychology courses for students majoring in psychology. This course will guide the student toward developing an understanding of the relationship and application of the course work they have taken in the field of psychology. Students will understand and demonstrate knowledge of the psychology core and elective courses relative to a common thread weaving through the field of psychology. Students will examine the relationship between the field of psychology and the five Marianist Education Values. Pre-requisites; PSY 101, 202, 315, plus six psychology core classes, and two psychology electives (one may be taken concurrently), and the consent of the professor.

Program Linking Statement:
This course develops and assesses the skills and competencies for the program student learning outcome of Psychology as an Integrated System.
Course Description:


This course will be conducted in a seminar format with brief lectures by the professor, classroom and small group discussion, experiments, demonstrations, interactive exercises, and students’ presentations. Acquiring knowledge is an interactive process. Reading, thinking, synthesizing, applying, and communicating knowledge from all areas of psychology will be utilized to have students share their views and exchange ideas. Experiments, class demonstrations, and educational media will be used to further the students’ knowledge in many areas of psychological study and research. 
Major in Psychology:

The major in psychology at Chaminade University of Honolulu is designed to:
1. Provide students with an understanding of human behavior from the biological, psychological, and social perspectives while examining the dynamics of individual behavior, human development, social and cross-cultural foundations, personality, and developmental psychopathology;

2. Provide students with an understanding of the scientific method, critical thinking, research, and statistics;
3. Allow students to develop the attitudes, sensitivities, interpersonal skills, basic counseling skills, and critical thinking skills necessary to relate effectively to individual and family relationships, social relationships, employment, and the larger community;

4. Allow students to develop an understanding of the application of ethics to the field of psychology;
5. Allow students to develop the competencies and skills for integrating cognition, emotion, behavior, socio-cultural perspectives, and spirituality relative to health and stress management;

6. Allow students to develop competencies and skills to apply psychological principles to organizational structures; and 

7. Provide those students desiring to pursue graduate work with a solid foundation in psychology.

Student Learner Outcomes: 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. The relationship between the subdivisions of psychology;

2. How empirical research is the basis of the sub-disciplines of psychology;

3. How the sub-disciplines of psychology can be viewed from the perspective of the psychobiological/socio-cultural model;

4. The importance of proper use of ethics, and how ethics are integrated into the field of psychology;

5. The relevance of cross-cultural issues and how they are integrated into the field of psychology;

6. How they have achieved the seven program objectives for a psychology major at Chaminade University; and

7. How the sub-disciplines of the psychology major can be related to the five Marianist values of education.

Course Requirements:
Students will write two extensive research papers and other assignments described below. 

1) Research Paper: All students will write a research paper that integrates the core and elective courses relative to a common thread weaving through the field of psychology, e.g., answering the following question: What has your undergraduate psychology training at Chaminade University given to your knowledge that can be used in the outside professional world? The paper must be at least five and no more than ten pages in length, include at least five references in addition to the course required text, and written in A.P. A. format.

2) Group Research Paper: All students will participate in writing a group research paper that integrates the five Marianist Education Values with the field of psychology. The final group research paper must be at least five pages and no more than ten pages in length, include at least five references in addition to the course text, and written in A.P.A. format.

3) Group Research Presentation: Each group that collaborated on a group research paper will present their group research and the five Marianist Education Values during the last class session. The group presentation will receive one grade for all members. Let your imagination and creativity guide this process, and allow the presentation to use multiple intelligences and artistic themes to express the content of the presentation. Some examples of these milieus might include music, art, photography, movement, poetry, etc., and these may be used to present aspects of culture, videos, visual materials, interactive games, songs, etc., to illustrate the main ideas in the group research paper as these relate to the five Marianist Education Values. 
4) Chapter Presentations: Each student will do a chapter synopsis and presentation of the materials being studied that week. Student presentations will be done during the first day of that week. The presenter will review the content, lead the discussion, and give in class activities on that chapter for the week. The presentation can be done by power point or with handouts. Copies need to be given to all class members and the professor at the time of the presentation.

5) Midterm Exam: Students will be given a multiple choice Midterm Exam on the topics covered to date.

6) Final Exam: Students will be given a multiple choice Final Exam on all the areas of psychology presented during their undergraduate psychology major.
7) Weekly Questions: The professor will give weekly questions for reflection based on a topical interest for the week. Students will return the answered questions on the second class meeting day of the following week. 

Grading Practices and Policy:
Students’ grades will be determined by a weighted formula as stated below:

Assignment




Percent of Grade

Individual Research Paper

20

Group Research Paper


20

Chapter Presentation


10

Weekly Questions



15
Midterm Exam



15
Final Exam




20

TOTAL




100

Grading Scale:
A = 100- 90

B = 89- 80

C = 79- 70

D = 69- 60

F = 59- 0

Assignment Policies:

1. No late assignments will be accepted.

2. No make-up work is allowed for missed classes.

3. No late papers will be accepted.

4. No extra credit or special arrangements for work completion will be allowed.

5. All work needs to be completed within the timeframe of the class. Assignments are due when stipulated on the syllabus.

6. No work will be accepted after the last day of class for the term.

Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner which involves active participation, completion of assignments on time, and consistent attendance. Attendance is expected for the full duration of the class, and all students are expected to be on time at the beginning of class. All students are expected to attend all classes unless they first clear their absence with the professor through a telephone call or by email, and they will need to provide a medical doctor’s written excuse to make-up any missed assignments or tests.


Attendance will be taken at all classes. If a student misses two classes, the professor will automatically lower their grade by one step on the Evaluation Scale (i.e., the grade will go from a B to a C). 

Preparation for Class:


Students are expected to come to class prepared by having read all of the assigned textbook readings and any ancillary readings or extra assignments prior to the meeting of class. If a student does not understand a concept, or has questions on the readings, these can be addressed and discussed during class. Please respect your classmates’ thoughts and opinions, and show appreciation for the diversity of the learners in the class. All students are expected to come to class with their textbook, readings, assignments, and to be prepared and ready to work. Each class will have a diversity of teaching modalities, and all students need to be prepared to fully participate. 


All cell phones, paging devices, Ipods, palm pilots, and all other forms of technology expect laptop computers MUST be left outside of the classroom. Please read all of the policies and procedures for classroom deportment in the CUH Student Handbook.
Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism:


The CUH policies and procedures for academic dishonesty and plagiarism will be enforced for the duration of the course. All students should review the CUH Student Handbook for all of the policies and procedures regarding these areas. 


It is the student’s responsibility to review the cited information and question anything that is unclear. All research papers and documents must be properly cited using A.P.A. writing format. Please refer to the A.P.A. Writing Guide attached to this syllabus.

Students With Disabilities:


Chaminade University faculty will provide assistance for any student with a documented disability. Any student who believes that he/she may have a documented disability and need classroom accommodations due to the disability must contact the CUH Counseling Center at 739- 4603. The professional staff there can determine if the student meets the requirements for a documented disability in accordance with the American Disabilities Act. It is important to contact the CUH Counseling Center as soon as possible so that classroom accommodations may be implemented in a timely fashion.
Course Schedule:

Week


Topics


Assignments

Week 1

Introduction to course
Sign-up for Final Research Groups



Chapter 1: History of
Read Chapter 1 




Psychology


Questions for Reflection




Scientific Methods




Ethics
Week 2

Chapter 1: Neuro-

Read Chapter 2



Science


Chapter Presentation




The Brain


Questions Due from Week 1




Evolutionary Psych.
Questions for Reflection

Week 3

Chapter 2: Perception &
Read Chapter 3



Consciousness

Chapter Presentation




Evolutionary Psych.
Questions Due from Week 2




Diversity and Culture
Questions for Reflection

Week 4

Chapter 3: Diversity &
Read Chapter 4



Culture


Chapter Presentation




Meet as Groups to

Questions Due from Week 3




Discuss Final Project
Questions for Reflection

Week 5

Chapter 4: States of 
Read Chapter 5



Consciousness and 
Chapter Presentation




Dreams


Questions Due from Week 4








Questions for Reflection








Individual Research Papers Due

Week 6

Chapter 5: Intelligence,  
Read Chapter 6



Cognition, and Memory
Chapter Presentation




Information Processing
Questions Due from Week 5








Questions for Reflection

Week 7

Chapter 6: Human 

Read Chapter 7



Development

Chapter Presentation




Developmental

Study for the Midterm Exam




Assessments


Questions Due from Week 6
Week 8

Chapter 7: 


Read Chapter 8



Personality


Chapter Presentation




Midterm Exam

Questions for Reflection



Week 9

Chapter 8: Psycho-

Read Chapter 9



pathology


Chapter Presentation




Positive Psychology
Questions Due from Week 8








Questions for Reflection

Week 10

Chapter 9: Psychological
Read Chapter 10




Disorders


Chapter Presentation




Classification Systems 
Questions Due from Week 9




For Mental Disorders
Questions for Reflection








Group Project Proposals Due
Week 11

Chapter 9: Psycho-

Chapter Presentation




Therapies


Questions Due from Week 10




Counseling Skills

Questions for Reflection




Biomedical therapies


Week 12

Chapter 10: Social

Chapter Presentation




Psychology


Questions Due from Week 11




Group Influences

Questions for Reflection

Week 13

Organizational 

Chapter Presentation




Psychology


Questions Due from Week 12




Leadership Develop-
Questions for Reflection




ment



Finalize Group Research Paper




Final Exam Review
Finalize Group Presentation




Baseball

Week 14

Group Psychology

Chapter Presentation




Spiritual Psychology
Questions Due from Week 13




Final Exam Review
Questions for Reflection




Baseball


Study for Final Exam

Week 15

Integrating Theories
Chapter Presentation




of Psychology

Final Group Research Paper Due




Final Group

Study for Final Exam




Presentations

Questions Due from Week 14



Course Evaluation
Finals Week

Final Exam

Syllabus Attachments:

1. Five Marianist Education Values

2. Scientific Definitions

3. American Psychological Association (A.P.A.) Writing Guide

