



Winter Evening Interim, 2008 (Dec. 14, 2007 – Jan. 4, 2008)

EN 30730 (Nature Writing)

 SYLLABUS

INSTRUCTOR: Christine Hansen.  You can contact me by e-mail at hansenc003@gmail.com or by phone at 262-2281.
TEXT:  The Norton Book of Nature Writing, revised edition, by Robert Finch and John Elder, 2002. ISBN 978-0-393-94634-5. 
Course meets at Tripler Education Center (except when meeting at a site of natural beauty, on Saturdays) on the following dates: Dec 14, 15, 17, 19, 22, 28, 29, Jan 2 & 4.  
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This is an advanced, interdisciplinary writing course, focusing on environmental themes.  Nature Writing centers on reading and writing non-fiction, including journals, letters, and essays.  Authors figuring prominently in the course include Henry David Thoreau, John Muir, Aldo Leopold, Rachel Carson, Annie Dillard, and Gary Snyder.

COURSE GOALS:  

As today’s world rushes past, offering little time for reflection, can nature help us re-connect with what is really important, with the deeper parts of our lives?  

In this course, you will sometimes meet at scenic locations, where you will write and respond to your surroundings.  Throughout the course, you will keep a journal to record your responses to our readings, as well as your observations of our field trips.  We will selectively share these observations with each other.

At the end of the course, you will submit a portfolio of your written work. 

GRADING
Oral Participation:   40% 
Attendance = 10%

Writing Portfolio (submitted at end of term): 50%
SCHEDULE: 

Meeting One (Dec. 14, 5:30 p.m. – 9:40 p.m.) 

Introduction to nature writing.  We will also take a walk around Tripler, writing about the evening view.  We will also read some nature poetry in class.
Textbook reading for next time: Read all the selections by the following authors in the textbook: Dorothy Wordsworth, John James Audubon, John Clare, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Susan Fenimore Cooper.  In finding the correct pages, it may help you to realize that we are working our way chronologically through the book.
Writing assignment for next time: Write a reflection on the assigned readings, and put it in your writing portfolio.  
MEETING TWO (Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m. – 9:40 p.m.)
Discussion of Wordsworth, Audubon, Clare, Emerson, and Cooper.
Textbook reading for next time: Read all the selections by the following authors in the textbook: Henry David Thoreau, Walt Whitman, John Burroughs, and John Muir.  In finding the correct pages, it may help you to realize that we are working our way chronologically through the book.

Writing assignment for next time: Write a reflection on the assigned readings, and put it in your writing portfolio.  

MEETING THREE (Dec. 17, 5:30 – 9:40 p.m.)
Discussion of Thoreau, Whitman, Burroughs, and Muir.
Textbook reading for next time: Read all the selections by the following authors in the textbook: Clarence King, Gerard Manley Hopkins, Mary Austin, D.H. Lawrence, Aldo Leopold, Joseph Wood Krutch, and Sigurd Olson.  In finding the correct pages, it may help you to realize that we are working our way chronologically through the book.

Writing assignment for next time: Write a reflection on the assigned readings, and put it in your writing portfolio.  
MEETING FOUR (Dec. 19, 5:30 – 9:40 p.m.)
Discussion of King, Hopkins, Austin, Lawrence, Leopold, Krutch, and Olson.
Textbook reading for meeting six: Read all the selections by the following authors in the textbook: E.B. White, Meridel LeSueur, Rachel Carson, Loren Eiseley, Thomas Merton, John Haines, Ann Haymond Zwinger, and John Fowles.  In finding the correct pages, it may help you to realize that we are working our way chronologically through the book.

Writing assignment for meeting six: Write a reflection on the assigned readings, and put it in your writing portfolio.  

Writing assignment for next time: Write a reflection on some site of natural beauty near your home, and put the reflection in your portfolio.

MEETING FIVE (Dec. 22, 10:00 a.m. – 4:10 p.m.)
Meet at Waimanalo Beach Park.  
MEETING SIX (Dec. 28, 5:30 p.m. – 9:40 p.m.)
Discussion of Krutch, Olson, White, LeSueur, Carson, Eiseley, Merton, Haines, Zwinger, and Fowles.
Textbook reading for next time: Read all the selections by the following authors in the textbook: Ursula K. Le Guin, Gary Snyder, Wendell Berry, Chet Raymo, Jim Harrison, John Hanson Mitchell, Joseph Bruchac, Linda Hasselstrom, and Annie Dillard.  In finding the correct pages, it may help you to realize that we are working our way chronologically through the book.

Writing assignment for next time: Write a reflection on the assigned readings, and put it in your writing portfolio.  
MEETING SEVEN (Dec. 29, 10:00 a.m. – 4:10 p.m.)
Meet at Paradise Park/Manoa Falls trailhead parking lot.

MEETING EIGHT (Jan. 2, 5:30 p.m. – 9:40 p.m.)
Discussion of Le Guin, Snyder, Berry. Raymo, Harrison, Mitchell, Bruchac,  Hasselstrom, and Dillard.
Textbook reading for next time: Read all the selections by the following authors in the textbook: Barry Lopez, Linda Hogan, Diane Ackerman, Evelyn White, David Abram, Bill McKibben, and Janisse Ray.  In finding the correct pages, it may help you to realize that we are working our way chronologically through the book.

Writing assignment for next time: Write a reflection on the assigned readings, and put it in your writing portfolio.  

MEETING NINE (Jan. 4, 5:30 p.m. – 9:40 p.m.)
Discussion of Lopez, Hogan, Ackerman, White, Abram, McKibben, and Ray.
Portfolios Due!
CHAMINADE’S DIVERSITY STATEMENT: 

Chaminade's "Core Beliefs Statement" says, "Students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring a variety of talents, traditions, cultures and abilities. This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community, which can then nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential." Consequently, this course encompasses readings that both reflect and examine the diversity of our literary heritage. Additionally, the course puts special attention on the problems faced by authors seeking to write from unique personal or cultural perspectives to readers who may not share the same perspectives or cultural background.

ACADEMIC HONESTY AND PLAGIARISM: 

All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement.
Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment and possible failure for the course. If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.
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