McNair Scholars Seminar MCN 483
Chaminade University of Honolulu
Fall 2007
1 credit

Mondays, Eiben 108A, 12 p.m. 
Dr. B. Man/x850/bman@chaminade.edu 
Office Hours: MW: :30- 9:30 a.m., or by appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

There is no text for this course.
Course Description: This is a 1-credit seminar course for McNair Scholars who have completed their participation in the McNair Scholars Summer Research Institute. Its purpose is to continue activities, which will enhance Scholars' knowledge of doctoral research, graduate school programs and other similar opportunities and will help them prepare for graduate school entrance. The objectives of the course are to provide adequate time and assistance to McNair Scholars to prepare for graduate school.
The course will provide a number of structured activities designed to enhance their knowledge and experience in the world of graduate study. 
During the course of this seminar students will:
1. Identify 3 graduate programs* appropriate to your research area, using Internet resources to identify graduate programs of study appropriate to your research interests.
2. Complete an application to one of the graduate programs* described above.
3. With the help of their research advisors identify an appropriate national conference, prepare and submit conference registration and abstract for presentation.
4. Participate in Graduate Record Examination preparation as needed.  Mock GRE on a Sat.

6. Attend talks by guest speakers (attendance required) and workshops (e.g., etiquette).
*For juniors, summer research internships may be substituted.

Class will meet weekly according to the schedule below (subject to change via email).
Course Grading: Grading will be based on timely submission of completed assignments and attendance of seminars and workshops. Late assignments will be assessed a reduction of 1 letter grade for each 24 hour period they are late.

Repeated absences or tardiness have and will continue to result in course grade reduction and loss of conference trip benefit.  

Announcements in research journals you have used in your research and web Page searches on the Internet (remember, ---.org, ---.gov, ---.edu !) are simple sources to find material for your assignments. Your advisor should also be able to help you identify appropriate research conferences, summer research opportunities and graduate school pro grams. Additional information regarding the assignments will be sent to students' Chaminade email accounts and the instructor will be available for further consultation and help during the office hours listed above as well as via email.


SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES (All assignments are due in class.  Early submission of assignments to my office is permitted.  Remember, e-mail submissions may never get to me.

PUT YOUR NAME ON ALL ASSIGNMENTS
1. At least TWO research conference registration forms, relevant to your discipline, at least ONE filled out (typed) complete with abstract submission. DUE: SEPT 24 (Monday in class). 
2. Give back to your community.  Identify a community organization related to your research interest, including the name and number of their volunteer coordinator.  DUE: OCT. 1 (Monday in class).

3. Take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) at least once and learn about preparation assistance; as evidenced by submitting electronic score. DUE: 10/15
Professor Wayne Tanna will schedule a mock GRE for Saturday morning, October 13, at UH Manoa.   Time and place TBA.
4. The completion of a "Personal Statement" suitable for applications for graduate school or summer internships off-campus. DRAFT ONE: DUE: OCT. 15 (Monday in class).
5. The keeping of ONE appointment, made by you, at the Academic Achievement Program during the 3 week period between October 8th to the 22th, with a writing tutor to go over your Personal Statement.A copy of the AAP edited personal statement paper is due OCT. 29 (Monday in class).

6. The completion of a "Personal Statement" suitable for applications for graduate school or summer internships off-campus. DRAFT TWO: DUE: NOV. 12 (Monday in class).
7. At least THREE announcements or registration forms for graduate school programs or summer internships/research experiences, relevant to your discipline, at least ONE filled out (typed) except for Personal Statement, transcripts & letters  (if required); with a short -- 1 paragraph, each -- explanation of HOW each opportunity is relevant to your interests. DUE: NOV.  26 (Monday in class).

 

	Week: Date
	Topic
	Assignments Due 

	1: 9/10
	Introduction, Syllabus

GRE Scheduling: On campus mock test or electronically
	 

	2: 9/17
	Strategies for Research Conference Identification

No Class
	See your mentors or favorite major professors for suggestions & guidance,

	3: 9/24
	Who benefits from your research?  You, Discipline, Community
	DUE: ASSIGNMENT 1 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORMS

	4: 10/1
	Guest Speaker: Dr. Christine Carter
	 DUE:  ASSIGNMENT 2: COMMUNITY ORG. REPORT.

	5: 10/8
	Writing Personal Statements—No Class--Holiday
	(First draft due Oct. 15th)

 

	6: 10/15
	Getting into Graduate School


	ASSIGNMENT 3: TAKEN G.R.E. (.Bring results to class this date )  ]

DUE:  ASSIGNMENT 4: DRAFT 1, PERSONAL STATEMENT

	7: 10/22
	Finding Summer Internships

Speaker ?
	

	8: 10/29
	Personal Statements: The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly.
	ASSIGNMENT 5: AAP CHECK



	9: 11/5
	Doctoral research: What to expect and what is expected of you
	ASSIGNMENT 6: PERSONAL STATEMENT FINAL

	10: 11/12
	No Class
	

	11: Nov. 19
	No Class
	

	12: Nov.26
	Identifying Graduate Programs

Speaker: Dr. Lynn Simek-Morgan
	 ASSIGNMENT 7: GRADUATE SCHOOL OR INTERNSHIP APPLICATIONS  

	14: Dec. 3
	[Course Evaluation]
	 


 

