MU 208: Fundamentals of Music

Course Syllabus and Schedule – Fall 2007

	Course Information
	
	Course Number:

Course Title:

Meeting Time:
	MU 208  (3 credits)

Fundamentals of Music

MWF, 1:00 PM – 1:50 PM

	Course Description
	
	An introduction to basic music theory and fundamentals of western staff notation.  This course is geared toward building a foundation of knowledge in music and prepares the student for further musical pursuits, such as individual instrumental lessons or choral singing, classroom teaching, developing an appreciation of music, and building compositional skills. 

	Course Materials
	
	Textbook:   A Creative Approach to Music Fundamentals, 9th Ed., by William Duckworth  (ISBN 0-534-60345-9)

	
	
	Supplementary Materials:

Focus on Fundamentals CD-ROM to accompany text (ISBN 0-534-27373-4)

	
	
	Additional Class Resources:

I will provide additional music resources for class activities.  Students will also be encouraged to utilize library and Internet resources for some assignments.

	Instructor Information
	
	Name:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Office Hours:
	Timothy Carney

735-0865 office; 261-6495 home

tcarney@chaminade.edu

MWF 2-3pm and by appointment; Eiben 206

	Welcome
	
	I am happy to be a part of your introduction to music or your continuing exploration of music theory and fundamentals.  I will provide you with an organized way of learning the course material, while creating an enjoyable and interesting learning environment in which students can gain an understanding of music notation and begin building musicianship skills.

	Introduction
	
	This is a survey course of music theory-- specifically the fundamentals of music notation and music reading.  This class will introduce students to music reading while encouraging beginning keyboard instrument skills.

	GRADES and Student Learning Outcomes Linked to Program Outcomes
	
	1. MU 208 students will demonstrate an understanding of music fundamentals and musicianship skills. This is linked to the Performing Arts Program Learning Outcomes 1 and 3. 

a. Students will develop this understanding by attending each class and participating in class activities.  (20% of grade)
b. During the course of the Fundamentals of Music class, students will complete 2 composition assignments, composing and performing an original 8-bar melody and accompaniment in C major at mid-semester, and a final, original 16-bar melody and accompaniment in another key at end of semester. (30% of grade) 

c. By the end of the MU 208 class, students will complete four Focus on Skills sections found in the text and submit them by due dates stated in class. (20% of grade)
2. MU 208 students will demonstrate their ability to identify concepts of music theory and standard musical notation. This is linked to the Performing Arts Program Learning Outcome 1.

a. Students will demonstrate this ability on their midterm and final exams by correctly answering short answer items on a teacher-constructed test. (30% of grade)


	Weekly Activities
	
	Each class will consist of instructor lecture and workbook exercises, supported by class participation and discussion.  Students will be given opportunities for individual musical skill building, which will be used to facilitate class discussion.  Group lab sessions will be scheduled to assess students’ understanding of lecture and exercises.

	Instructor’s Expectations
	
	I expect students to attend and participate in all classes.  Students should be reasonably prepared for each class by reviewing all assigned readings and recorded examples and completing all assignments.  Students should bring their textbook and note paper to each class.  Group lab sessions may not be made up.  The midterm exam will cover Chapters 1-5; the final exam will cover Chapters 6-8, & 10.

	Classroom Expectations
	
	Any acts of classroom disruption that go beyond the normal rights of students to question and discuss with instructors will not be tolerated, in accordance with the CUH Student Handbook. Policy on Electronic Devices in Class – Cellular telephones, pagers, CD players, radios, and similar devices are prohibited in the classroom.  Calculators and computers are not allowed during examinations and quizzes.  Reasonable laptop-size computers may be used during lectures for the purpose of taking notes.

	Attendance Requirements
	
	It is essential that you attend each class session that we meet.  It is your responsibility to inform your instructor if you will miss class for any unavoidable or emergency reasons.  The syllabus lists material to be covered and it is your responsibility to complete all assignments, whether or not you may be absent.   Call or email me before you are absent.

	Withdrawal Procedures
	
	If you feel that circumstances beyond your control are interfering with your ability to attend class or complete the course of study, you can request an Incomplete (I).  Remember, you only have 90 days to complete course requirements, or the I will default to an F.  You may withdraw, but you should check with CUH officials to determine how this action might affect your grade point average or financial assistance.



	Grading Procedures
	
	Below you will find the percentage of points necessary to earn various grades.

	
	
	A=

B=

C=

D=

F=
	90 – 100%

80 – 89%

70 – 79%

60 – 69%

< 60%

	Instructor’s Evaluation Process
	
	There are two announced examinations.  For practical and fairness reasons, make-up exams will not be allowed.  

I expect all students to prepare for examinations, attend lectures, read the chapters, and listen to recorded examples.  If you are absent or late, you are responsible for getting the course notes, handouts, and assignments you missed.

	Academic Honesty Policy
	
	The CUH Student Handbook addresses the Academic Honesty policy as follows:

“Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty (such as theft of tests, records, and other confidential materials, altering grades, and/or plagiarism) to their instructors. Questions of academic dishonesty are reviewed first by the instructor, followed by the Chair who supervises the faculty teaching the courses.”  In other words, don’t cheat on quizzes or exams.

	Core Marianist Education Principles
	
	The course emphasizes the five Marianist education principles that govern the core curriculum at Chaminade University:

1. Education for Formation in Faith  by encouraging students who wish to incorporate their developing music skills into their worship activities. The student who will be prepared to appreciate and participate in some of the greatest artistic statements of faith ever created by musicians—the masses, oratorios, requiems, motets, and cantatas by Catholic and Protestant composers of the last 500 years. 

2. Integral, Quality Education  by challenging students with educational activities that enrich their intellectual, artistic, and social development.

3. Education in a Family Spirit through providing a supportive environment in which students may feel free to experiment and learn together and individually.

4. Education for Service, Peace, and Justice by developing the student’s discerning musical ear and appreciation for high standards in musical performance.  Prepares students for service in teaching the basics of music to people without access to such instruction. 

5. Education for Adaptation and Change through teaching students the timeless language of music while utilizing computers, eletctronics and web- based technology for learning. 


Extra Credit:
There will be some opportunities for extra credit available throughout the semester. 

Performing Arts Program Outcomes

Bold items below refer to outcomes in this course, MU208.

Upon completion of this program students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. The basic terminology and techniques used in the performing arts.

2. The history and development of the performing arts, particularly the development of the art forms, styles and genres.

3. The skills used in the performing arts in a hands-on, practical experience within a learning community in music and/or theatre.

4. The major actors, directors, musicians, and other artists who have contributed to music and the theatre.

5. Critiquing a performance and the rules for criticism in the performing arts.

Teaching Goals

1. Giving clear and proper direction to students as a faculty mentor in the performing arts.

2. Facilitating worthwhile interaction among students with plays, musical scores and the learning community that develops around the production of music and/or theatre.

FINAL EXAM:   Tuesday, December 11, 10:30am-12:30pm



Fall 2004; rev. Fall 2006
1
MU 208


