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Chaminade University of Honolulu

INSTRUCTOR

Instructor: Christine Asuncion
Email:  christine.asuncion@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Alternate email address:  asuncione003@hawaii.rr.com
Work Phone:  587-4520 ext. 240
Office Hours:  By appointment
TEXT

Smith, Deborah D., (2007). Introduction to Special Education: Making a Difference 
(6th ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

WEB CT

Go to: http://webct.chaminade.edu

Choose "login to my WebCT" and enter your student password. The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. Follow the commands.  If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu 

LIVETEXT

Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account. Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 


More information about Live Text is available on the Education Division website at http://acad.chaminade.edu/dept/education/LiveText/LiveText.html
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

ED 460 Introduction to Exceptional Children 
Examines different types of students with exceptionalities serviced by special and general education as well as other populations with special needs that are found in the general education classrooms. This course will provide historical, legal and educational contexts as well as instructional strategies to meet the unique needs of these students in the general education classroom. 

 
 

MAJOR COURSE TOPICS

 

1. Characteristics of Exceptional Learners and the 13 major special education categories 
2. Learning needs and instructional strategies of exceptional learners 
3. IDEA 2004, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; IEP content and procedure 
4. Inclusion and lesson plan differentiation   

 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES

	HI-CHAM-ED-BS-EE.1 
	PLAN: The successful candidate will design meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, students, learner outcomes, pedagogy, and assessment for grades K-6.

	HI-CHAM-ED-BS-EE.5 
	ADAPT: The successful candidate evaluates elements of change in the grade K-6 classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with students, faculty, and other members of the community.


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLO)

	Student Learning Outcomes (SLO)
	How will each outcome be achieved?  
(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	1.  Students will become familiar with the different categories and characteristics of exceptional children as identified by IDEA 2004.
	1   Students will achieve this through their readings, independent research, and chapter assignments 

	2. Students will be able to write differentiated lesson plans using research based instructional strategies to address the needs of exceptional learners. 
	2. Students will demonstrate this through their signature assignment consisting of differentiated lesson plans 


 

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

SIGNATURE ASSIGNMENT:
Three differentiated lesson plans addressing the learning needs of exceptional learners (3 @ 25 points each =75 points))

ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS:  

Weekly class assignments and discussions

100 points (10 points per each week)
Differentiated Lesson Plan 



75 points (25 points for lesson plan)
Inclusion assignment




25 points
       (200 points total)
The point value of assignments and participation is 200.  Letter grades are 

      based on the following system:



180-200
=
A



160-179
=
B

A grade of “C” or below will not be credited toward a bachelor’s degree and the student will have to repeat the course.

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Attendance
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Students should notify their instructors when illness prevents them from attending class, and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by sending an email to the instructor. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

Writing Standards
All work submitted by Chaminade University students must meet the following writing standards. Written assignments should:

1. Use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Carefully analyze and synthesize material and ideas borrowed from sources. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material should be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism. 



Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory. 

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment. 

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 


Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detailed information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.


WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Week # 1:  Read Chapter 1:  Disabilities and Special Education:  Making a Difference
· Introduction-Please write a brief introduction about yourself.  
· Create your account for the “MyLabSchool” by going to www.MyLabSchool.com, using the access code that came with your text.  MyLabSchool is free packaged with your Allyn and Bacon text. Or it can be purchased online at http://www.mylabschool.com/buy-access-web.html with the e-book or without the e-book if they already have the text. 

· Video Clip 2:  Inclusion (Time 3:28)   Go to (www.mylabschool.com) and use the Assignment Finder to access this video directly.  Just enter Assignment ID SPV2. 

· Inclusion assignment worth 25 points Due on 10/05/07: The text explains that society’s attitude towards persons with disabilities can be deterrent to full inclusion of all persons with differences.  How is the teacher in the video, Mrs. Roberts, helping change attitudes?  What else might be done in our schools?  What is your view on inclusion (pros and cons)? Please write a 1 ½ - 2 page paper in APA style. Please include (2) references to support your answer.  

·  Weekly Assignment Due 10/05/07:  What are some solutions to problems faced by students with disabilities and by educators charged with meeting their needs? 

· Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 10/07/07. 



Week # 2: Read Chapters 2 (Individualized Special Education Programs: Planning and Services), 3 (Cultural and Linguistic) 

 Weekly Assignment Due 10/12/07: 
• How should the array of educational services and supports available to students with disabilities be implemented? Please include (2) references to support your answer. 

Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 10/14/07.


Week # 3:  Read Chapter 3 Cultural and Linguistic Diversity 
• Assignment: Differentiated Lesson Plan # 1 DUE:10/19/07
 Weekly Assignment Due 10/19/07: 
• What measures can be taken to reduce the overrepresentation of culturally and linguistically diverse students in disability categories, and their underrepresentation in gifted education? 

Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 10/21/07.


Week # 4:  Read Chapter 4 (Speech or Language Impairments) 
Weekly Assignment Due 10/26/07: 
• How might the general and special education curricula be modified to better develop language and literacy abilities of students? How can speech/language pathologists help? 

Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 10/28/07.

• Week # 5: Read Chapter 5 (Learning Disabilities) 

Weekly Assignment Due 11/02/07: 
Choose a common learning disability and write a brief summary of the topic. You may use your textbook or one of the following websites as a starting point. 
• Internationl Dyslexia Association- www.interdys.org/index.jsp 
• Council for Learning Disabilities- www.cldinternational.org 
• Learning Disabilities Association- www.ldanatl.org/ 
Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 11/04/07.


• Week # 6: Read Chapter 6 (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder), 7 (Emotional or Behavioral Disorders) 
• Video: “ADHD” Go to (www.mylabschool.com) and use the Assignment Finder to access this video directly.  Just enter Assignment ID SPV7.

• Application assignment from the video Due 11/09/07: Eric’s educational planning was complicated by the fact that he had some emotional issues in addition to ADHD. As his teacher, what resources would you draw upon to insure that all of Eric’s needs were being met? 

Weekly Assignment Due 11/09/07: Challenge Question for ADHD: 
• Why is it important for teachers to be aware of the characteristics of ADHD? 
• What are some examples of how the learning environment can be modified to help these students succeed? 

Weekly Assignment Due 11/09/07:  Challenge Question Emotional or Behavioral Disorders: 
• What educational placement options may be used for students with emotional or behavioral disorders, and how can these services be improved? 

Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 11/11/07.



• Week # 7: Read Chapters 8 (Mental Retardation), 9 (Physical or Health Disabilities) 
• Assignment: Differentiated Lesson Plan # 2 Due 11/16/07
• Weekly Assignment Due 11/16/07: 
Challenge Question Mental Retardation: 
• What are some examples of the four levels of support, and how do they make a difference in the lives of people with mental retardation? 

Challenge Question Physical or Health Disabilities: 
• What are the barriers to the full participation of these individuals in society, and how can these barriers be minimized? 

Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 11/18/07.


Week # 8: Read Chapters 10 (Deaf and Hard of Hearing), 11(Low Vision and Blindness) 
• Video: “Hearing Impairment” Go to (www.mylabschool.com) and use the Assignment Finder to access this video directly.  Just enter Assignment ID SPV9.

• Application assignment from the video due 11/23/07: Discuss the instructional implications of teaching content, beyond reading and language arts, and classroom management for general education teachers who are teaching students who are deaf or hard of hearing. Suggest an accommodation, adaptation, or modification that would help meet each of these implications. Check to see what your school offers in the way of help for students with hearing deficits: sign language interpreters, closed caption video, amplifiers, etc. 

 Weekly Assignment due 11/23/07: 
Challenge Question for Deaf and Hard of Hearing: 
What types of technology are available to assist deaf people, and what advances might the future hold? 

Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 11/25/07.


Week # 9: Read Chapter 12 (Autism Spectrum Disorders) 
Weekly Assignment due 11/30/07: 
Challenge Question for Autism Spectrum Disorders 
• What are some of the implications or effects of autism being an “invisible” disability for the child and for the child’s family? What are the implications for educators? For other professionals? 
Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 12/02/07.

Week # 10: Read Chapter 13 (Very Low Incidence Disabilities), Chapter 14 (Giftedness and Talent Development) 
Assignment:  Differentiated Lesson Plan # 3 is due on 12/07/07.
Weekly Assignment due 12/07/07: 
Challenge Question for Very Low Incidence Disabilities: Multiple-Severe Disabilities, Deaf-Blindness, and Traumatic Brain Injury 
• What comprises an appropriate education, and what comprises the least restrictive environment for students with low incidence disabilities? 

Challenge Question for Giftedness and Talent Development 
• Why, throughout the history of the United States, has there been such an inconsistent commitment to gifted education? 

Please be sure to respond to (2) other students postings by 11:59 pm on Sunday 12/09/07.
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