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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing short to medium length expository essays and in writing from sources.  The course will emphasize skills required for research writing such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, evaluating, and synthesizing.  The course includes instruction and practice in writing a multi-source research paper of substantial length.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following competencies:

Writing Skills

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.
--To demonstrate thesis sentences.

--To demonstrate topic sentences.

--To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

--To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples.

 4.  To demonstrate an organized paper.

--To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

--To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

--To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/between paragraphs) in a written text.
 5.  To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, free     

      writing, and listing.

6.  To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, 

     exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, 

     persuasion, classification, division).   

     --To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7.  To demonstrate the ability to research, draft, revise, and edit a research paper.

8. To demonstrate the correct use of MLA documentation.

--To demonstrate an understanding of the difference between a bibliography and a works cited page.

--To demonstrate an understanding of plagiarism.

--To demonstrate the ability to cite sources within the body of a text.

CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

9. To demonstrate the ability to evaluate and synthesize research information.

--To demonstrate the ability to evaluate the validity of source information.

--To demonstrate the ability to distinguish between reason and belief.

10. To demonstrate the ability to apply and integrate material from sources.

11. To be able to critically reflect on the writing process.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers (eighth edition)

The Contemporary Reader (eighth edition)

Mtg    Date
MATERIALS TO BE COVERED

1.  T    10/02
Course introduction and overview.



Read Chapter 1, giving special attention to chart/checklists on 5, 7, 8, 11.


In-class writing sample.



2.  Th   10/04
Finding and refining a topic 13-26.


Preliminary topic for research paper.


Constructing a thesis 27-31.



In-class writing: thesis sentence.

3.  T   10/09  
Working with paragraphs 184-206.


Managing transitions 207-215.


In-class writing: paragraph

4.  Th
10/11
Writing a powerful argument 126-144, 145-162.


Choosing a title 44-45. Title page 733.



Assignment: argument paper.

5.  T
10/16
Argument paper due.


Organizing a writing project 32-45.

                        Writing in college 78-97.
6.  Th
10/18
Reading and thinking critically 108-125.
Writing a summary 645-650.


In-class writing: summary.



Assignment: summarizing an essay.

7.  T
10/23  
Summary paper due.
 

Using paraphrase 650-655.



Planning the research project 610-617.


Finding information 618-635.
 8.  Th
10/25
Evaluating and using sources 636-644.


Quoting from sources 656-662.
  9.  T 
 10/30 
 Synthesizing multi-source materials.



 Handouts on synthesis.



 Assignment: synthesis paper on essays from The Contemporary Reader.
10.  Th
 11/01   Documenting a research paper 672-683, 81-82.
 Videotape on writing a research paper. 

11.  T   11/06
 Synthesis paper due.


 Note-taking  110-112.



 Writing an annotated bibliography 80-81, 622-23.



 Assignment: 10 bibliography cards.
12.  Th  11/08
 Using MLA documentation 684-748.
13.  T    11/13
 Outlining a paper 40-44.



 In-class writing: outline.



 Assignment: research paper formal sentence outline.
14.  Th  11/15   Bibliography cards due.


 Work on notes and outline.
15.  T   11/20
 Writing about literature  163-182.



 Writing on essay examinations 86-94.
       Th  11/22   HOLIDAY: THANKSGIVING DAY
16.  T   11/27    Formal sentence outline due (a complete sentence for each entry).

 
 Writing a draft 5, 46-55.


 Work on draft of research paper.
17.  Th
 11/29
 Revising, editing, and proofreading 5, 56-75.

 

 Work on research paper.
18.  T   12/04    Producing the final draft  663-669.



 Work on research paper.
19.  Th
 12/06
 Work on research paper.
20.  T
 12/11   Completed research paper due.


 Final Exam

 
                         Course evaluation.

NOTES:                                                                                                                                                     

1. Students are expected to maintain the syllabus and to submit all assignments on time. 

2. Grades will be based on the quality and completeness of written assignments. 

3. The final grade will be determined by the following: 

        class attendance

10%

        argument paper

10%

        summary paper

10%

        synthesis paper

10%

        bibliography cards          10%

        formal sentence outline
10%

        final research paper
30%

        final exam

10%

GRADING SCALE:

A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner

C
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of


prerequisite course work

F
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

WRITING STANDARDS (from General Catalog)

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standar  ds:

1.
Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, 


and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2.
Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently 


and concisely.

3.
Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4.
Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5.
Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

PLAGIARISM:  Submitting someone else’s writing as your own, copying partial or

entire texts from published and unpublished sources or even paraphrasing material

without acknowledging the author, is a serious breach of academic honesty.  

According to the Chaminade General Calalog, “Punishment for academic dishonesty 

will be determined by the instructor and the EVPP and may range from an ‘F’ grade

for the work in question to an ‘F’ for the course to suspension or dismissal from the

University.”

