CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

RE/PH/SO 438 Religion, Philosophy and Social Ethics

Fall Interim 2007
Instructor:  Kay Stone

 Phone:  (campus) 440-4226  (cell) 256-3152

Email:  kstone@chaminade.edu
DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion and philosophy.  Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Study major religious, theological, and moral theories and beliefs and how they nurture ethical systems.

2. Study and develop critical skills in analyzing and addressing various questions and issues that arise related to social ethics.

3. Study and understand contemporary trends in social ethics in their relation to Religion and Philosophy.

4. Become more aware of one’s personal beliefs and values and how they relate to the values and beliefs of others.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Presence and active participation in all scheduled class meetings.

2. Completion of all written assignments.

GRADING

30% class attendance/participation

30% Final 5 page (minimum)

10% each for 4 assigned 2 page papers           paper and presentation
TEXT:

Business, Religion, and Spirituality edited by Oliver F. Williams C.S.C.
Other readings will be given as handouts

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Knowledge of the subject matter from textbook, class lectures and discussion, and assigned handouts.

2. Greater awareness of one’s own personal religious, philosophical and ethical beliefs as well as a better comprehension of the beliefs of others.

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS

Sept. 14
Course expectations; discussion on the meaning of
Religion, philosophy and ethics, lecture on introduction (pages 1-28) of text.
Sept. 15
Lecture on Western faith traditions of Judiasm and Christianity.
Sept. 17
Lecture on Islam, Paper I “What Shapes YOUR Ethical Views/Beliefs?”  due, discussion on your papers, watch video “Inside the Vatican”.
Sept. 19

Lecture and discussion on text pages 31-75.  

Sept. 21
 Lecture and discussion on text pages 81-109.  Paper II (topic of role of materialism in our society.  A handout will be given with more information plus material from you text and life experience)
Sept. 22 

Field trip to sacred/religious place of your choice
Sept. 24
Paper III—describe the beliefs and traditions of the place you researched/visited on Sept. 22  Be prepared to share with the class.  Text pages 113-183.  Watch Dalai Lama video.
Sept. 26
Text pages 187-246 lecture and discussion
Sept. 28
Paper IV Can religion and business/secular society connect?  What are the advantages and disadvantages?  Lecture and discussion on text pages 249-3-5.
Sept. 29
Final presentations—Choose two political candidates, research their religious, spiritual, philosophical and ethical views.  How are they similar, how are they different and how do they compare with YOUR views?.  Paper is to be MINIMUM 5 pages.  Be prepared to present in class.
