Chaminade University

PAR 101  Introduction to Music: The Great Composers
Fall 2007, Monday 17:30-21:30 (5:30-9:30pm)
Instructor: Dr. Nicole Routman

E-mail: nicole.routman@adjunct.chaminade.edu   Phone: (808) 721-1322

Course Description: 

The objective of this course is to provide the student with a fundamental understanding of the development of Western music from the Middle Ages to the 21st century. The textbook provides the basic information, but focus will be drawn to listening examples, examining major composers and their musical compositions from each major genre. Discussion topics will include stylistic differences of the composers and genres, and its cultural and social impact in history.
Required Text: Yudkin, Jeremy. Understanding Music, 3rd ed. (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2002). The text comes with a study CD-ROM and three listening CDs. 

Grading:

Attendance and Participation 
see below

4 Written Projects:

100 points total   (@ 25 points each)

Midterm


100 points total


Final Exam:


200 points




TOTAL: 


400 points


Grading Scale: 


A = 350 - 400 points

B = 300 - 349 points

C = 250 - 299 points

D = 200 - 249 points

F = 199 and below 

(To find percentage, divide total number by four)

Attendance and Participation: Since there are so few classes to cover a lot of material, excellent attendance and participation is a requirement for success in this course. One excused absence in permitted. Each absence beyond the first will lower your grade by 10 points. I must be notified of any excused absences in writing (via e-mail) in advance.

Written Projects: 
There are four take-home written assignments required in this course, each of about 2 pages in length, double-spaced. One of these assignments consists of a concert review. This review must be of a live classical music performance in Oahu, pertaining to the concepts studied in class. As proof of attendance, please staple the concert program or ticket stub to your document when you turn it in. More information to follow.

Required Listening: This course is essentially about listening to different styles and composers. On the tests, you will need to recognize the title of the piece, the composer and the genre. It will help you immensely to listen to as much classical music as possible, in addition to the required assigned listening for homework, to become familiar with each composer’s style.

Tests and Final: The Tests will cover the topics discussed in the lectures, specifically to include listening ID, terminology and an essay. The tests are non-cumulative. Please note that the final exam is cumulative. The midterm is tentatively scheduled for Monday, October 29th. The final exam is scheduled for Thursday, December 13th, time TBA.

Course Schedule: 

DATE

TOPIC







Reading 



M  10/01
Introduction to the Elements of Music- Pitch, Rhythm and Timbre
p. 24-59

M  10/08
NO CLASS—Discoverer’s Day

M  10/15
The Middle Ages
 





p. 75-91



Renaissance Era – mass, motet, secular song, madrigals

p. 94-113



Aquinas, Desprez, Palestrina, Morley, Gabrieli, Susato 

M  10/22
Baroque Era – opera, cantata, concerto, ‘concerto grosso’, oratorio
p. 114-155



Monteverdi, Vivaldi, Bach, Handel

M 10/29

MIDTERM 







Watch movie- ‘Amadeus’

M 11/05 
18th century Classicism- opera, the early symphony, chamber music
p. 157-194



Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven







The transition to Romanticism- tempo, expression, program music
p. 225-271

Schubert, Berlioz, Mendelssohn, Chopin, Schumann 


p. 195-223

M  11/12
NO CLASS—Veteran’s Day

M 11/26

Mid-Late Romanticism: Nationalism, Solo piano, opera

p. 272-321

Liszt, Wagner, Verdi, Tchaikovsky, Brahms, Puccini, Mahler

M 11/30

The 20th century- Atonality, Impressionism, Expressionism

p.  324-385



Debussy, Stravinsky, Schoenberg, Berg, Webern



Bartok, Shostakovich, Britten, Ives, Copland, Gershwin
M 12/10

Post-Moderism: Serialism, Fusion, Minimalism


p. 385-409



Boulez, Penderecki, Foss, Oliveros, Wilson, Tower, Zwilich


W 12/13

Exam Review, Questions

TH  12/13
FINAL EXAM

