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Course Syllabus


	COURSE:
	ED 474:  Early Childhood Curriculum Foundations           
Winter 2007
3 credits


	INSTRUCTOR:

COURSE TIME:

LOCATION:


	Dr. Lisa Foster
Email: lfoster@aloha.net or lisaannefoster@hotmail.com
Cell Phone: 282-1300    Work Phone: 734-3840 Ext. 201  

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 2-4 PM, Star of the Sea Early Learning Center

5:30-9:40 PM, Wednesdays, October 3, 2007-December 12, 2007

Star of the Sea

	CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION:  

COURSE CONTENT:
	This course provides an examination of the theoretical foundations of early childhood education, with a focus on the constructivist theory of education. Emphasis is on creating a curriculum that is integrated throughout all learning centers, and one that is developmentally and culturally appropriate.
Prerequisites: ED 434, ED 471, ED 473

Students will learn about the history, philosophy and theoretical foundations of curriculum development in early childhood education. Students will compare and contrast the work of major theorists who have influenced early childhood education, and will gain a better understanding of the relationship between theory and practice.  Students will learn how to implement a planned integrated curriculum that is developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive.  


	COURSE OBJECTIVES:
	1. Gain a better understanding of curriculum theory in early childhood education (HTSB 5)

2. Increase awareness and understanding of current best practices in curriculum development 

     (HTSB 5,6)

3. Acquire a range of curriculum planning strategies (HSTB 6,7)

4. Plan and implement developmentally appropriate curriculum and instructional practices based on knowledge of individual children, the community, and curriculum goals and content (NAEYC. 2.1)
5. Use a variety of strategies to encourage children's physical, social, emotional, aesthetic, and cognitive development (NAEYC.2.1.2)
6. Develop and implement an integrated curriculum that focuses on children's needs and interests and takes into account culturally valued content and children's home experiences (NAEYC.2.1.4)
7. Extend their knowledge and ability to use and develop a variety of procedures for assessment of child development and learning, child care and early education environments, and early childhood education curricula; and understanding of types, purposes and appropriateness of various assessment procedures and instruments (NAEYC.ADV.4)

8. Develop a personal curriculum philosophy based on readings, observations and assignments.


	TEXT:
WEB CT

LIVE TEXT
	Theories of Childhood: An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson, Piaget, & Vygotsky
Carol Garhard Mooney. Pearson Education, Inc: New Jersey (ISBN # 012072794x)
Developing Constructivist Early Childhood Curriculum: Practical Principles and Activities

Rheta DeVries et. al.  Teachers College Press: New York (ISBN # 0807741205)
Go to: http:webct.chaminade.edu
Choose “login to my WebCT and enter your student password. The course will be 
Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a 

LiveText account. Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com

	
	                                           ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:

	PARTICIPATION
	Each student is expected to assume a shared responsibility for the content and process of the class. Your active participation is essential in making the class a good experience for everyone. Specific expectations are that you:

1. Attend all class sessions and arrive on time.

2. Do the assigned reading before each class session.

3. Participate in class discussions.

4. Submit assignments when they are due 
5. Handle concerns with the instructor.

6. Work cooperatively as appropriate.  



	GRADING
	Assignments and Projects:

Evidence of mastery of course content and excellence in applying to assignments will earn a 

Grade of A. All submitted assignments are expected to be word-processed and of the quality appropriate for undergraduate study. Take the time to proofread your assignments to make sure they are free of typographical and/or grammatical errors. Do not combine several assignments into one. Each assignment is to be submitted as an independent assignment and will be assessed as such. The instructor reserves to right to return, not graded, all work that does not meet this standard. 


	CRITERIA
	The following criteria are used for evaluating course work:

1. Completeness (all parts of the assignment must be done)

2. Quality of Content

3. Quality of Classroom Participation

4. Thoughtfulness and reflection of coursework & classroom experience



	POLICY
	Unless otherwise stated at the time of the assignment, assignment are due when noted in the course schedule. Late assignments will be accepted one week after the original due date with 50% of the points will be deducted from the grade. Student’s grade will be based on the content and clarity of assignments and understanding of the course matter.

	ASSIGNMENTS
	






                             Points
· Participation and On-Time Attendance                                                                50
· Responses to Chapter Readings                (15  total)                                            45
· Classroom Observations/Reflections        ( 2 total)                                              30
· Activity/Lesson Plans                               ( 3 total)                                              30
· Journal Article Review                             ( 2 total)                                              10
· Integrated Curriculum Web Mapping                                                                    5
· Portfolio/Notebook



                                                10 

· Final Research/Reflection Paper                                                                           20
                                                                                                                  Total =   200
Note:  Specifics guidelines for assignments/projects will be provided.


	GRADING SCALE
	Based on a total of 200 points, letter grades are as follows:


200-185 = A, 184-169 = B, 168-153 = C, 167-152= D, 151 and below = F
              (90-100%=A;   80-89%=B;  70-79%=C;  60-69%=D;  below 60%=F)




	UNIVERSITY POLICIES
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another
individual.
In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the incident to the Chair or Graduate Program Director. (If the Chair or the Director is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Associate Provost; if the Associate Provost is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Executive Vice President and Provost.) If the faculty member chooses to confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Chair or Director.

In either case, the Chair or Graduate Program Director may choose to 1) resolve the matter through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or 2) refer the matter to the Executive Vice President and Provost. The findings, in either case, are final.”  (Taken from Chaminade University General Catalog, p. 48.)

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.




Rubrics for Learning Experiences:
1. Participation and On-Time Attendance/Assignments (10 classes)                                                            
· Regular attendance and participation are mandatory. More than one absence, or late arrival/early departures will affect total points and/or final grade 
· Participation in class and group discussions

· Turning in assignments on time. Points deducted for late assignments
· 5 points per class on-time class attendance, total points: 50

2. Response Papers to Chapter Readings (15 chapters)
· 15 response papers that requires you to reflect, evaluate, analyze, contrast, compare, or apply information that you have read 
·  1-2 pages typed, double spaced. Each response paper should be dated and numbered according to corresponding chapter 
· Verbal report due
· 5 points per response paper, total points: 45
3. Classroom Observations/Reflections 
· 2 classroom observations at different types of early childhood centers using specified observation data/form 
· Verbal report due

· 15 points per observations, total points: 30

4. Activity/Lesson Plans 
· 3 types of lesson plans, 1-2 pages typed, doubled space
· Verbal report due
· Lesson plan #1: Single activity/lesson plan that demonstrates integration and includes ways to incorporate differentiation, extension  and assessment (5 pts)

· Lesson plan #2: Weekly activity/lesson plan integrated with learning centers, content areas or themes that includes ways to incorporate differentiation, extension and assessment (10 points)
· Lesson plan #3: Monthly unit/plan integrated with learning centers, content areas or themes that includes ways to incorporate differentiation, extension and assessment (15 points)

· Total points:30

5. Journal/Article Review 
· Article #1: Review journal/article, or search on-line. Choose an article that presents a particular view of constructivist theory or curriculum. Prepare an abstract that includes a summary of the article, bibliographical information and your opinion of the article

· Article #2: Review journal/article, or search on-line.  Choose an article that presents a particular view of early childhood curriculum development, philosophy or theory. Prepare an abstract that includes a summary of the article, bibliographical information and your opinion of the article  
· Attach article to review                                                                                                                                       

· Verbal report due      
· 5 points per article review, Total points: 20 points 
6. Portfolio/Notebook
· Develop a portfolio or notebook that will contain response papers, classroom observations, lesson plans, journal abstracts and articles, class handouts, relevant information, and any other information related to early childhood curriculum, theoretical foundations, constructivism, integrations, etc. Clearly organize and label your notebook so that each section is separate and easy to locate. Portfolio/Notebook will be turned in on the last day of class for review.   Total points: 10

· Total points: 10                                       

7. Integrated Curriculum Web Mapping
· Create a web mapping of an integrated curriculum that focuses on the teaching of an activity that is developmentally appropriate. Give examples of  skills/concepts that children will experience; materials that will be used, for example, specific books, art materials, resources; and include ways you will authentically assess children’s progress. 
· Verbal report due/Total points: 5
8.  Final Research & Reflection-due on the final day of class
· 4-5 pages, typed, doubled space.  Select two of the five major theories/theorists presented in class that are of particular interest to you. Compare and/or contrast these two theories/theorists by focusing on specific points, i.e. role of the teacher, role of the child, play/learning, materials, environments, etc. Based on your readings, discussions, observations and reflections, describe your personal curriculum philosophy. You may also incorporate other theories that have not been presented in class. Your paper needs to include a title/heading, introduction, body/content and conclusion. Also cite and incorporate 4 or more references, using the APA referencing style. 

· Verbal report due/Total points: 5
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	Week 1

October 3, 2007
	Overview 

Introductions/Activity
Review Syllabus, Requirements, Class schedule
Learning Styles Inventory

Group Work: Early Childhood Curriculum Foundation

Assignments for Next Class: (WebCT Class on Oct. 10, 2007)
· Read Chapter 1: John Dewey (C. Mooney)

· Read Chapter 1: Play in the Early Childhood Curriculum (R. DeVries)

· Response papers for both chapters

· Discussion Questions for Chapter 1: John Dewey, p. 19

· Discussion of role of teacher and child’s play: Dewey/Constructivism



	Week 2
Oct. 10, 2007
	John Dewey/Play in Early Childhood Education
WebCT Class at http://webct.chaminade.edu

Share and discuss response papers for Chapter 1: Dewey 
Discuss questions on p. 19 of Chapter 1: Dewey
Share and discuss response paper for Chapter 1: Play in ECE

Discuss role of teacher and role of child’s play in both Dewey/constructivist perspective
Make a list of questions to be discussed at next class

Assignments for Next Class: (Oct. 17, 2007)
· Read Chapter 2: Maria Montessori(C. Mooney)

· Read Chapter 2: What is Constructivist Education? (R. DeVries)

· Response papers for both chapters

· Discussion Questions for Chapter 2: Montessori, pp. 35-36

· Journal Article # 1 Review-Constructivist Theory


	Week 3
Oct. 17. 2007
	Montessori/Constructivist Education
Power Point Presentation

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 2: Montessori
Discussion Questions for Chapter 2: Montessori, pp. 35-36

Montessori Video/Group Discussion

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 2: What is Constructivist Education?

Constructivist Education Video/ Group Discussion

Sharing of Journal Article # 1 Review
Assignments for Next Class: (Oct. 24, 2007)

· Read Chapter 3: Erik Erikson(C. Mooney)

· Read Chapter 3: Assessing and Documenting Learning (R. DeVries)

· Response papers for both chapters

· Discussion Questions for Chapter 3: Erikson, p. 56
· Classroom Observation #1


	Week 4
Oct. 24, 2007
	Erikson/Assessments

Power Point Presentation

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 3: Erikson

Discussion Questions for Chapter 3: Erikson, p. 56
Erikson Video/Group Discussion

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 3: Assessing and Documenting Learning
Observation and Assessment/Group Discussion

Sharing of Classroom Observation #1

Assignments for Next Class (Oct. 31, 2007)
· Read Chapter 4: Jean  Piaget (Mooney)

· Read Chapter 4: Casting Shadows (R. DeVries)

· Response papers for both chapters

· Discussion Questions for Chapter 4: Piaget, pp. 78-79

· Journal Article #2 Review-ECE curriculum foundations


	Week 5
Oct. 31, 2007
	Piaget/Shadow Activities
Power Point Presentation

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 4: Piaget

Discussion Questions for Chapter 4: Piaget, pp. 78-79

Piaget Video/Group Discussion

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 4: Casting Shadows

Sharing of Journal Article #2 Review

Activity/Lesson Plan-Shadows

Assignments for Next Class (Nov. 7, 2007)

· Read Chapter 5: Lev Vygotsky (Mooney)

· Read Chapter 5: Exploring the Art/Science of Musical Sound (DeVries)
· Response papers for both chapters

· Discussion Questions for Chapter 5: Vygotsky, p. 94
· Activity/Lesson Plan # 1


	Week 6
November 7, 2007
	Vygotsky/Musical Sounds
Power Point Presentation

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 5: Vygotsky

Discussion Questions for Chapter 5: Vygostsky, p. 94

Vygotsky Video/Group Discussion
Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 5: Musical Sounds

Sharing of Activity/Lesson Plan #1

Group Discussion-Weekly Activity/Lesson Plan #2

Assignments for Next Class (Nov. 14, 2007)

· Read Chapter 6: Cooking Transformation (R. DeVries)
· Response papers for Chapter 6
· Activity/Lesson Plan # 2
· Classroom Observation #2



	Week 7
November 14, 2007
	Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) /Cooking Transformation

Developmentally Appropriate Practice Video/Group Discussion
NAEYC Standards & Practices
Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 6: Cooking Transformation

Sharing of Activity/Lesson Plan #2

Group Discussion-Monthly/Unit Plan #3
Assignments for Next Class (Nov. 21, 2007)

· Read Chapter 7: Experimenting w/ Draining & Movement (R. DeVries) 
· Read Chapter 8: Developing Geometric Reasoning (R. DeVries)
· Response papers for Chapters 7 & 8
· Monthly Unit/Plan Outline
· Integrated Curriculum Mapping




	Week 8
November 21, 2007
	Experiment w/ Draining & Movement/Geometric Reasoning
Integrated Curriculum Video/Group Discussion

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 7: Draining & Movement (R. DeVries)

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 8: Geometric Reasoning (R. DeVries)

Sharing of Monthly Unit/Plan Outline

Assignments for Next Class (Nov. 28, 2007)

· Read Chapter 9: Group Games (R. DeVries) 

· Read Chapter 10: Variations on a Checkers Theme (R. DeVries)
· Response papers for Chapters 9 & 10
· Monthly Unit/Plan Presentation


	
	


	Week 9
November 28, 2007
	Group Games/Variations on a Checkers Theme
Role of the Teacher Video/Group Discussion

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 9: Group Games (R. DeVries)

Sharing of Response Paper Chapter 10: Variations on a Checkers Theme (R. DeVries)

Presentation of Monthly Unit/Plan 

Assignments for Next Class (Dec.5, 2007) 
· Due: Final Paper and Presentation

· Due: Portfolio/Notebook


	Week 10
December 5, 2007
	Celebration of Learning
Presentation of Final Paper
Portfolio/Notebook

Summary of Course

Course Evaluation

	
	Final assignments and all other assignments are due December 5, 2007
The instructor will take off points for late assignments.
Sorry no exceptions
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*Syllabus and class schedule may be subject to change  

depending on student needs, or if deemed necessary by the instructor
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