CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ONLINE COURSE SYLLABUS

ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children
FALL 2007

	INSTRUCTOR:
	Regina Arakaki
rarakaki@adjunct.chaminade.edu
808-672-9660


	OFFICE HOURS: 


	As needed


	TEXT and other resources:  
	Hardman, Michael; Drew, Clifford; and Egan, M. Winston. Human Exceptionality: School, Community, and Family, 8th edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon, 2005.
Available on-line: 

· Individual with Disabilities Act (IDEA 2004 )
· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act

· American with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Recommended (especially for Special Education Students):
Gordon S. Gibb, Tina Taylor Dyches. Guide to Writing Quality Individualized Education Programs

	WEB CT:


	Go to:   http://webct.chaminade.edu
Choose “login to my WebCT” and enter your student password. The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. Follow the commands.  

If you do not see your course listed or have difficulty logging in, please contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu


	LIVETEXT:
	Submission of Signature Assignment and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account.  Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 


	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	ED 660 Introduction to Exceptional Children (3): Overview of categories of students served in special education including mentally retarded, learning disabled, emotional and behaviorally disturbed, speech and language impaired, visually and hearing impaired, and gifted and talented.


	MAJOR COURSE TOPICS
	1. Characteristics of Exceptional Learners and the 13 major special education categories
2. Learning needs and instructional strategies for students with learning differences
3. IDEA 2004, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; IEP content and procedure
4. Inclusion and lesson plan differentiation 


	PROGRAM OUTCOMES:
	1. Students designs meaningful learning experiences that incorporate knowledge of content, special education students, appropriate learner outcomes, effective pedagogy, and assessment (PLAN).
2. Students applies a variety of diagnostic, formative and/or summative assessments to evaluate and support developmentally appropriate progress of the special education students (ASSESS).
3. Students evaluates elements of change in the classroom and the wider world, actively bringing this awareness to work with special education students, faculty, and other members of the community (ADAPT).


	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	Outcomes
	How will outcome be achieved?

(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	
	1. Students will become familiar with the different categories and characteristics of exceptional learners as identified by IDEA 2004.
	1. This will be achieved by student readings and independent research as evident in their successful completion of weekly reading reflection essays.

	
	2. Students will be able to write differentiated lesson plans using research based instructional strategies to address the needs of children identified with special learning needs.
	2.  This will be achieved through course assignments and demonstrated by students’ successful completion of the signature assignment – four differentiated lesson plans.
  

	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	Students are expected to complete all assigned readings and accompanying coursework within the 10 week semester schedule.

	Signature Assignment
	Four differentiated lesson plans addressing the learning needs of exceptional learners (4 @10 points each – 40 points total)


	Other Assignments
	· Weekly reading reflection essay (9 @ 3 points each – 27 points total) Each week students will summarize the main topics in the chapters. Use the information from the text to expand on various relevant points. You will receive from 0 - 3 points weekly toward your final grade for your reading reflection essay.
· Weekly assignments - questions, debates, case studies, etc. (9 @ 3 points each – 27 points total). Respond to 3 other students. 
In the various assignments use the information from the weekly readings, your own ideas and personal experiences, other online research sources, and other texts and research in your response. Be sure to include at least 1 reference from the text and 1 outside reference.
· Final course reflection (6 points)

Weekly assignments are due by Friday  -  midnight Hawaii time. 



                            

	Grading Scale
	A= 91-100
B= 81 -90

C =71- 80

Education majors need to receive a grade of “B” or better.


	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.




	No.
	Date
	Major Topic 
	Required
Reading
	Assignments Due

	1
	10/1

 
	· Introduce Self

· Origins of Special Education

· Characteristics of Exceptional Learners

· IDEA 2004, IEPs

· Section 504, ADA


	This week:

chapters 1,2
Next week:
chapters 3, 6
	· Assignment: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) contains five major principles concerning the education of children with disabilities: zero project; free appropriate public education (FAPE); least restrictive environment (LRE); protection in evaluation; and procedural due process.  Explain each of these principles AND respond to 3 others.
· Chapters 1, 2 reflection essay


	2
	10/8


	· Inclusion

· Exceptionality and the Family


	This week: chapters 3, 6
Next week:

chapter 4, 5

	· Assignment: Interview a regular education teacher on how they are addressing special education students in their classroom. Respond to 3 others.
· Chapters 3, 6 reflection essay


	3
	10/15
	· Multicultural and Diversity Issues

· ELL learners
	This week:

chapter 4, 5
Next week:

Chapters 7,11

	· Lesson plan for English Language Learners (ELL)
· Chapters 4, 5 reflection essay

	4
	10/22
	· Students with Learning Disabilities
· Communication Disorders
	Chapter 7, 11
Next week:

Chapters 10, 12, 13

	· Lesson plan for Students with Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD)
· Chapters 7,11 reflection essay

	5
	10/29
	· Students with Mental Retardation
· Autism Spectrum Disorders
	Chapters 10, 12, 13
Next week:

Chapters 15,16

	· Lesson Plan for  Students with Mental Retardation (MR)
· Chapters 10,12,13 reflection essay

	6
	11/5
	· Visual Loss

· Hearing Loss
	Chapters 15,16

Next week:

Chapters 8,9,14

	· Case Study Assignment, pg. 412, questions 1,2,3 
· Chapters 15, 16 reflection essay


	7
	11/12
	· Emotional/Behavioral

   Disorders

· Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder
	Chapters 8, 9, 14

Next week:

Chapters 17

	· Lesson Plan Students with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 
· Chapters 8,9,14 reflection essay

	8
	11/19
	· Physical Disabilities and Health Disorders
	Chapter 17
	· Assignment

Debate: AIDS and the Public Schools, pg. 488
· Chapter 17 reflection essay

	9
	11/26
	· Gifted, Creative and Talented
	Chapter 18 
	· Assignment: Explain the Gifted and Talented evaluation process and services at your school
· Chapter 18 reflection essay

	10
	12/3
	· Course Reflection
	
	


Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.

