EN 101 Introduction to Expository Writing                                              Fall day 2007 Al Lovington   E-mail: alovington@chaminade.edu (home phone: 395-3631)

                                                      Tentative Syllabus
Texts:

 Ellsworth, Blanche and John Higgins. English Simplified (10th ed.)

            Pearson Education, Inc. 2004.

 Selby, Norwood and Pamela Bledsoe. Writing Simplified. Pearson Education, Inc. 2004.

Grading: 

30%- Writing Assignments (essays #1,#2, and #3 worth 10% each)

20%- Peer Editing 

13%- Research essay (#4)

12%- Writing assignments on each of the following rhetorical modes: Example, 

           Description, Definition, Process, Classification, and Argument (2 pts.x 6)

10%- Teaching grammar/ writing pointers from English Simplified and
          Writing Simplified (one lesson from each): Due 11/1

10%- Quizzes on grammar/ writing teaching sessions

05%- Common Final Exam: 12/10 (3-5PM) 

Late work on First Drafts receives half credit 

Final Drafts are due the last day of class, E-mail, or hardcopy in mailbox in Henry #118

Four Graded Essays

Essay #1 Three-five page Cause and Effect essay on the circumstances of your  

                 Childhood- 1st Person Narrative: First Draft due 9/20

Essay #2: Three-five page Cause and Effect essay on the circumstances of your  

                 Childhood- 3rd Person Chronology: First Draft due 10/9 

Essay #3: : Three-five page Enumeration essay summarizing sections of Writing 

        Simplified and English Simplified: First Draft due 10/25

Essay #4: Five page research essay: Final Draft due 12/14

Grading Scale
‘A’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative   (90-100).

‘B’    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner   (80-89).

‘C’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter (70-79).

‘D’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of 

          prerequisite course work   (60-69).

‘F’     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

Course Description

This course is designed to provide instruction and practice in writing, editing, and revising short narrative and expository essays.  It will also provide instruction in organizing your material and in Standard Edited American English.

Course Objectives

1. To demonstrate the correct use of grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure in a written text.

2. To demonstrate the ability to edit a text with grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, and sentence structure errors.

3. To demonstrate paragraph and essay development in a written text.

-To demonstrate thesis sentences.

-To demonstrate topic sentences.

-To demonstrate clear supporting examples for thesis sentence and topic sentences.

-To demonstrate logical and clear connections between topic/thesis sentences and supporting examples. 

4. To demonstrate an organizational development in a written text.

-To demonstrate an effective introductory paragraph.

-To demonstrate an effective concluding paragraph.

-To demonstrate the use of transitions (internal/within a paragraph and external/ between paragraphs) in a written text. 

5. To demonstrate pre-writing strategies and techniques such as mapping, freewriting, and listing.

6. To identify and apply rhetorical writing techniques (narrative, descriptive, exposition/illustration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, persuasion, classification, division).

-To demonstrate logical structure utilizing the rhetorical techniques.

7. To demonstrate a persuasive argument to two different audience groups.

8. To demonstrate the connection between writing and social action.

Editing

1. You give one copy to each group member 

2. They edit the essay, sign the back page, and return it to you

3. You make changes accordingly

4. You go through one more round of editing and then give the teacher your last draft 

     (along with the edited copies)

5. The teacher edits your essay and returns it to you

6. You make the changes and turn-in the final draft with “Final Draft” written at the top

    (turn-in final draft along with teacher’s edited copy)

7. Get grade: maximum of two letter grades can be earned from First Draft to Final Draft
General Writing Objectives:

      This course will introduce students to objective and analytical expository writing.  From research, observation, critical thinking, and analysis, students will learn to develop thesis statements upon which the body of an essay will be built.  Students will learn to be  analytical in their use of one or more of the basic expository types to achieve efficacy and efficiency in their writing.  Students will use noncolloquial Standard American English and observe the applicable conventions in punctuation, grammar, and syntax.  

     The importance of a good introduction and conclusion will be emphasized.  Introductions should outline the thesis statement, discuss the methodology, and provide some idea of the sources which will be used in the essay.  Conclusions should reiterate the thesis statement and discuss how effectively the methodology was at proving or disproving the thesis.  In the conclusion, the author may apply critical thinking towards the thesis for purposes of extrapolation and prediction. 

     The organization and structure of the essay should be logical, efficient, and efficacious.  Vocabulary and the complexity of sentence structure should be appropriate to the audience.  When quoting sources, students should learn and use MLA documentation in all their writing.  As part of the writing process, students will learn to edit and proofread.  A major component of the course will be built around peer editing each essay.  

Required Extras

Access to computer, word processor, or typewriter (all papers must be typed in Times New Roman #12 font).

Student Responsibilities


Class Attendance: quizzes and in-class writing

Late Work: half credit

Class Behavior: verbal/ written warnings

Plagiarism: cite everything in MLA

�An example is listed below.  Each instructor may have different class policies; however, the plagiarism policy should be copied from the catalog and the consequence for missed attendance cannot be greater than the one listed in the catalog.





�This section should be copied directly from the general catalog.





