ED 303 Foundations of American Education
Chaminade University of Honolulu

INSTRUCTOR

Amanda N. Street, MEd
astreet@chaminade.edu
735-4719 (office)

OFFICE HOURS

Brogan Hall, Room 129 
Please call or email for an appointment.

TIME and LOCATION

T and Th 11:00AM- 12:20 PM
ED 103, Brogan Hall

TEXT

School, The Story of American Public Education. S. Mondale, S. Patton (eds.). Beacon Press, Boston. 2001

Supplimentary readings will be distributed in class. 

LIVETEXT

Submission of Signature Assignments and other assignments as identified by instructor require a LiveText account. Login to LiveText at www.livetext.com 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

 This is a survey course that introduces the student to the main historical, philosophical, and sociological movements in the historical evolution of American education. The purpose of the study is to give the teacher candidate an overview of the complex development of public and private education in the United States. In addition, students will look at several contemporary public policy issues shaping education in the United States. Special attention will be paid to the public policy issues of education in Hawaii. Finally, through onsite classroom observation, the student will be introduced to the art and science of educating young people. 
MAJOR COURSE TOPICS

1. Role of Religion in Education 

2. Reform of American Education: Public, Private 

3. The Common School 

4. Attitudes Towards Children Throughout American History 

5. Progressive Education 

6. Court Decisions: Impact on American Education 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES

	HI-CHAM-BS-EE Correlated Sets 
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	HI-CHAM-BS-EE.4 
	REFLECT: The successful candidate engages in the process of continual and thoughtful reflection on his/her grade K-6 teaching practices.


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLO)

	Student Learning Outcomes (SLO)
	How will each outcome be achieved?  
(e.g., Assignments, reading, lecture, fieldwork, etc.)

	 Student will learn about critical contributions to public education has made to the political, economic, and social life of the United States. 
	 Readidng Assignments, Essay Responses,  Signature Assignment, Field Experiences

	 The student will become familiar with the major issues of debate that have been a part of educational theory and practice in the US. 
	Reading Assignments, Essay Responses, Signature Assignment 

	 The student will become familiar with a selection of the current main issues of public policy in education being debated throughout the US.
	Class Discussion, Reading Assignments 

	 The student will begin to develop a personal philosophy of education that draws from the classical educational thinkers and from the student's own experiences. 
	Philosophy of Education Assignment 

	 The student will reflect on observations and participation in a classroom setting, K-12
	Observation Papers 


 

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

Course Requirements: 
1. There are assigned weekly readings. 

2. Reflection papers based on the readings are assigned. Essays are required to be one page. Please keep them brief, clear, and concise. No papers will be accepted late. Please do not ask for an exception. 

3.  Students will visit two different classrooms in an elementary, middle, or high school of their choice to observe teaching methodology, classroom management, and overall classroom culture. The visits will take place at specified times throughout the semester and are noted in the syllabus. 

4. A report on each visit will be written following a protocol to be distributed in class. Selections from the visit reports will be used for class discussion. 

5. Short quizzes will be given periodically. Missed quizzes cannot be made up. Please do not ask for an exception. 

6. There is a final examination that is either oral or written, depending on the choice of the student. 

7. Attendance is required. Credit is given for each class attended and lost for each class missed. 


Signature Assignment: Please see LiveText for Signature Assignment

Other Assignments:
Class Participation             30
Essay Questions (17)        85
Observation Reports (2)    30
Quiz (3)                             30
Focus Presentation           15
Signature Assignment      100
TOTAL                               290   points
 

Grading Scale: 
260-290=      A
232-259=      B

Under 232 points = the course must be retaken. 


UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, etc).

 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.

 

Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.
	 Week 
	Date 
	Major Topic 
	Required Reading 
	Assignments Due 

	 1
	8-28



8-30
	Introduction, Syllabus



Main Ideas Developed
	



Introduction pp 1-8, Introduction by Kaestle pp. 11-17. 
Due Thursday 8-30
	Review Syllabus, Make appointment with advisor, visit ED website

Essay #1 Kaestle's Introduction is an overview of the chapter that follows. In it he briefly touches on a number of ideas and themes that will be developed fully in the later chapters. a) From your reading of Kaestle's Introduction, list and briefly explain what you think are four (4) of the most important points that are presented about early American education. 
Due Thursday 8-30

	 2
	9-4






9-6
	Religion in Education







Reform Proposal
	Read: Massachusetts School Laws of 1642, and 1647 (handout) Due Tuesday 9-4
Read: From the textbook, "The Educated Citizen" pp. 20-38 Due Tuesday 9-4




Read: "Noah Webster Urges Reform of Spelling" "Rationale for Webster's Reform Proposal" (1789), and a selection from the writings of Thomas Jefferson on a proposal for American education. (handouts) Due Thursday 9-6 
	Essay #2  One of the crucial issues in American education all the way from colonial days through the era of the American Revolution and into the nineteenth century was the role of religion in education. Explain what the view of each of the following people was on the role of religion in education: a0 the author of the New England Primer b) Thomas Jefferson, c) Horace Mann, d) Bishop John Hughes of New York. 
Due Tuesday 9-4

Essay# 3  a) Webster had several reasons for promoting a change in American spelling. Why did he think it was especially important for the newly independent American nation to take this step? b) Briefly outline Jefferson's education proposal. What do you think of it as a proposal for a democratic society?  Due Thursday 9-6

	 3
	9-11








9-13
	The Common School








Horace Mann's Ideas
	Read: Horace Mann's Twelfth Annual Report (1848) Handout.
Due Tuesday 9-11







Read: Handout on the New England Primer, "McGuffey’s Readers," by Eric Norstad, and select stories from the Readers (Handouts) Due Thursday 9-13
	Essay #4  Give an overview of Mann's vision for common school education. What do you think are its strongest and weakest points as an institution in a democratic society? 
Due Tuesday 9-11

Essay #5  McGuffey's readers were used widely in American schools for close to 90 years. They rank with the New England Primer as the two textbooks that shaped American education's early years. a) How do the personal and communal values of the New England Primer compare/contrast with those of the McGuffey Readers? b) The Readers included a number of advances in teaching methodology for the teacher and the student. What were the pedagogical advances McGuffey promoted? Due Thursday 9-13


	 4
	9-18




9-20
	

American Attitudes Toward Children
	Read: American Attitudes Toward Children (pp 77-87) i.e read up to the section on the 20th century. Due Tuesday 9-18


Reading due Thursday TBA
	 Essay # 6  a) Briefly outline the characteristic attitudes toward children from each of the periods covered in the reading. b) What factors in American society and culture strongly influenced the way the children were understood? 
Due Tuesday 9-18

	5
	9-25





9-27
	Civil War, Reconstruction and Progressivism: Impact on Education
	Read: From the Textbook, "The Educated Citizen" (pp 38-60)Due Tuesday 9-25



Read: Introduction by Diane Ravitch (pp. 63-70)
Due Thursday 9-27
	Essay #7  The second half of the nineteenth century saw great changes in American education. Briefly explain how the following affected American schooling a) The Civil War and Reconstruction, b) The movement of Americans into the West.  Due Tuesday 9-25

QUIZ 1 TAKEN ON 9-25

Essay # 8  Ravitch's introduction gives a broad overview of American education from 1900 to 1950. Themes and movements she mentions will be more fully developed in the following chapter.  a) What do you think were four important ideas or movements in American education in the first half of the 20th century?  Explain your choices. Due Thursday 9-27

	 6
	10-2






10-4
	Progressive Education






Dewey's Creed
	Read: "You Are an American"(text pp. 72-95) 
Due Tuesday 10-2





Read: "My Pedagogical Creed" by John Dewey. (handout) 
Due Thursday 10-4
	 
Essay # 9  How would you define Progressive Education? Give examples of it from the school system of Gary Indiana. 
Due Tuesday 10-2

FIRST OBSERVATION REPORT DUE TUESDAY 10-2

Essay #10  There are five principles in Dewey's creed. a) write brief paragraphs summarizing what he meant by Education (art. 1), the school (art 2), and methodology (art. 4). b) Explain which of Dewey's ideas you agreed with and which you disagreed with. 
 Due Thursday 10-4

	 7
	10-9



10-11
	Great Depression and Education



Changing America
	Read:  "You are an American" (text pp. 95-119) 
Due Tuesday 10-9


"Life Adjustment" Curriculum, Reading TBA 
Due Thursday 10-11
	Essay # 11 a) Where did the concept of the IQ Test come from, and what impact did it have on American education? b) What were some of the effects of the Great Depression (1929-1941) on American Education? Due Tuesday 10-9

Essay #12 TBA, Reaction to "Life Adjustment" material.
Due Thursday 10-11

	 8
	10-16




10-18
	Changing America



Civil Rights Push and Education
	 Readings TBA




Read: Introduction by James Anderson (pp. 123-130) 
Due Thursday 10-18
	 Reaction, Essays TBA



Essay #13   Anderson's Introduction gives an overview of the main themes of the chapter that follow. What led up to the Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board of Education, and how did the court's decision begin a change in American education? Due Thursday 10-18

	 9
	10-23



10-25
	Separate but Equal




Eyes on the Prize
	Read: "Why Don't You Go to School With Us?" (text pp. 123-150) Due Tuesday 10-23



Film
	 Essay #14  In 1954 the Supreme Court ruled that "separate but equal" segregated schools were unconditional. a) How successful was the compliance with the Court's ruling between 1954 and 1964? b) What was the contribution of the Johnson Administration (President LBJ) to the elimination of segregated schools? Due Tuesday 10-23

	 10
	10-30





11-1
	Why Don't You Go to School with Us? 




Business Education
	 Read: "Why Don't You Go to School With Us?" (text pp. 150-170) Due Tuesday 10-30



Read: Introduction by Larry Cuban (pp. 173-182) 
	 Essay #15  Besides African Americans, there were other minorities in the country who sometimes found schools an alienating environment. a) In the library or on the internet, research the history of exclusionary school laws directed against children of Chinese or Japanese ancestry in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. b) What were the landmark federal acts in the 1960s and 1970s that sought to address the inequalities in education in the US? How would you assess their success? Due Tuesday 10-30

Essay # 16  Again, the Introduction by Cuban gives a brief overview of the ideas and developments that will be explained more fully in the following chapter.  a) Cuban argues that there has been a significant influence of "Management Theory" in American schools derived from the business world. a) How does he assess that influence? b) what is "A Nation at Risk" and what did it promote? Due Thursday 11-1
QUIZ 2 TAKEN ON 11-1

	11
	11-6



11-8
	US Education at Risk




Observation Reporting
	 Read: "A Nation at Risk" pp 182-213. This chapter will introduce the class into the reform efforts in education over the last twenty-five years. Due Tuesday 11-6
	 Essay # 17  What ideas and educational program was "A Nation at Risk" reacting against, and what did it propose? 
Due Tuesday 11-6

Begin working in Current Education focus groups. 
SECOND OBSERVATION REPORT DUE THURSDAY 11-8

	12
	11-13


11-15
	NCLB


Public School Reforms
	 Handouts, recent articles. 
	 Continue working in Current Education focus groups. 

	13
	11-20



11-22
	Hawaii Public School Reforms


Thanksgiving- No Class
	 Handouts, recent articles.
	 Continue working in Current Education focus groups. 

	14
	11-27


11-29
	Educational Alternatives


Private School Reform
	 Handouts, recent articles. 
	 Continue working in Current Education focus groups. 

	15
	12-4


12-6
	Culminating Experiences
	 


TBA- Finals
	 QUIZ 3 TAKEN ON 12-4


TBA- Finals
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