COURSE RE/PH425     SPIRITUALITY, SCIENCES AND RELIGIONS
 FALL 2007

Instructor:  David Anderson (home:  947-8922)          Humanities:  Henry 206 – P / #735-4867)

[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu]          Main Campus:  Henry 203 / Tuesdays:  2:00-4:50pm  
Catalogue Description:   Develops a vision of biblical spirituality that allows for common 
discourse with the modern scientific worldview, particularly biology and cosmology.  This 

course brings the methods of the philosophy of science, theology and the philosophy of religion 

to focus on what the sciences and religions actually do, and what their respective perspectives 

tell us about our realities.  It will be argued that contrary to the customary image of sciences and religions locked in conflict, these inquiries actually do share a domain of mutual interest that impacts contemporary spirituality.
Goal:  to probe the interface between sciences and religion, surveying in both fields lines of research and development, which have emerged over the centuries, and which now invite formulation of a coherent world picture which does justice to both. Varied dimensions of reality will be examined through the eyes of scientists and theologians in hopes of attaining that enhanced perception which issues forth is a globally aware, ethically engaged and spiritually

empowered humanity.  Effort will be concentrated on formation of worldviews that reflect

the knowledge and culture of modernity and the critique thereof.

Objectives:

1) to examine the tensive relation religion and science, noting the parameters for dialogue

    between them, yet cognizant of their attendant limitations and appropriate differentials

2) to weigh the contributions of significant scientists and religionists in the modern period,
    as well as the movements and agendas associated with their insights and efforts

3) to conjoin the natural and social sciences with contemporary spiritualities to help form

    a foundational worldview that is both religiously meaningful and scientifically sound 

4) to survey the cosmos in both macro and micro dimensions, advocating for the collective,

    co-operative and continuing quest for truth, goodness and beauty – essential components

    of true humanism and enduring religion    
5) to acknowledge human beings as participants in a cosmic process which values both the

    physical and the spiritual, the earthly and the heavenly, the many and the one, the human 
    and the non-human, the temporal and the eternal.
Requirements:
1) presence for class sessions as scheduled for the semester
2) reading of course texts and other materials relevant to the course of study
3) satisfactory completion of course exams and projects
Recommendations:
1) notebook for recording information during class presentations and assigned readings

2) research and reading of extra materials relevant to the course content
3) active participation in this enterprise of interdisciplinary & collaborative learning  

Date
  Day
   Class     Class Material


_





8/28
    T
     1           Introduction


Worldviews – Contrast between Medieval and Modern
9/4           T           2          The Nature & Methodology of Science & Theology

The Limitations & Possibilities of Science & Theology
9/11         T           3
Darwinian & Neo-Darwinian Evolution:  Matter & Life


Irreducible Complexity / Intelligent Design / The Anthropic Principle

                                     
The Apparition of Man & Man’s Place in Nature
9/18         T           4 
Social Evolution & The Politics of Technology       

The Human Future:  Self / Society / Cosmos 


Globalization / Planetization  VS  Localization / Regionalization
9/25         T           5          The Parliament of Man & The Parliament of World Religions


The United Nations:  Charters / Agendas / Politics

10/2         T           6
The Phenomenon of Death in an Evolving World

Scientific & Religious Responses


Review

10/9         T           7
Mid-Course Exam I

Evolution & God
10/16       T           8
Evolution & Christianity
                                          Motives for the Incarnation & The Cosmic Christ
10/23       T           9
Evolution & World Religions
10/30       T           10
The Problem of Evil & Evolution 

Genesis & Original Sin:  The Selfish Gene & The Lucifer Principle

11/6         T           11 
Planet Earth – Critical Issues in the Ecological Era

The Sacred Earth:  Creation-Centered Humanisms & Spiritualities
11/13       T           12
Biographical Studies & Thoughts of Contributors to the New Universe Story


Review

11/20       T           13
Mid-Course Exam II

Group Project
11/27       T           14
The Re-Enchantment of Science / Philosophy / Politics / Religion

Cosmos & Creation
12/4         T           15
Overview & Evaluation
    Important Notes

Course Texts:
   The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos (Humanity and the New Story).
      
               by Brian Swimme (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 1996)



   Christianity and Science (Toward A Theology of Nature).
                           by John F. Haught (Maryknoll, NY:  Orbis Books, 2007)
Grading Method: 
40%  mid-course examinations  (20% each exam) & 20% final exam



40%  course portfolio or project
Class Absences:  If a student misses more than 3 classes during the semester, the highest grade
                             possible becomes a ‘B’.  If there are more than 5 absences, the student is encouraged
                             to withdraw from the course

Student Assignment:
 Each student has the option of submitting either ‘A’ or ‘B’

A) Course Portfolio:  Here the student is required to make a submit a set of course notes in a bound
     notebook.  The front half of the notebook shall contain ideas taken from all the class presentations
     on the right side pages, with other thoughts & materials being placed of the left side pages.

     The portfolio should also contain some appropriate visuals and personal entries to serve as a bridge 
     to and a dialogue with  the course material

B) Course Project: Here the student is invited to engage in a creative enterprise, conceiving some
     visual artifact, audio-visual creation, or literary collection that illustrates the course material
     in an alternate or allied format.  This option requires the prior approval of the professor. This

     option is designed to take the course material to another level.

             *  Portfolios & Projects are to be submitted one week prior to the course’s completion
Class Schedule:   subject presentations may be amended as deemed necessary

Make-up Exams:  administered orally only after submitting an official excuse for failure to be 
                               present at time of written exam

Class Deportment:   students are asked to be in class at the start time with only appropriate course

                                   material at desktop / all cell phones are  to be on silent mode / no getting up or 
                                   walking about during class time / no leaving class without permission
Final Exam:   December 12th – Wednesday:   12:45 – 2:45 PM
Special Note:  Professor Mike Dohm from the CUH Natural Sciences Department  will be

            participating in the course – presenting some of the scientific components of
                        the course material, as well sharing his professional observations on other areas
                        in the course syllabus.  We are grateful for Prof. Mike’s presence & scholarship.

                           *   Thank you for your cooperation on all of the above matters  *

