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Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall Day


Aug 27 – Dec 13, 2007

Henry Hall 203
COURSE:      


RE 460 01 Buddhist Wisdom
TIME:        


Thursday 2:00-4:50 p.m.

INSTRUCTOR:  

Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel

OFFICE HOURS:   

Tuesday 2:000-5:00 p.m.

Appointments are welcome.

Henry Hall # 206

Telephone: 735-4822





Email psponsel@chaminade.edu

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:






Baldoquin, Hilda Gutierrez, 2003, DHARMA, COLOR, AND CULTURE: New voices in Western Buddhism, Berkley, CA: Parallax Press.





The Dalai Lama ,. 2003, HOW TO PRACTICE: The way to a meaningful life, New York, NY: Atria.




Piyananda, Bhante Walpola, 2001, SAFFRON DAYS IN L.A.: Tales of a Buddhist Monk in America, Boston, MA: Shambhala.

Rinpoche, Lama Zopa, 2001, TRANSFORMING PROBLEMS INTO HAPPINESS, Boston, MA: Wisdom.

Trainor, Kevin, ed. 2004 Buddhism: the Illustrated Guide, New York, NY: Oxford University Press 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:





www.soc.hawaii.edu/sponsel/




Go to the left side of menu and click on “Buddhism”.





www.globalnonviolence.org
Click to enter menu page and click on publications for Buddhism and Nonviolent Global Problem Solving

Click on article, ”Nonviolent Ecology: the possibilities of Buddhism” by Leslie Sponsel and Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel

Chappell, David W., ed. 1999, BUDDHIST PEACE WORK: Creating Cultures of Peace, Boston: MA.
INTRODUCTION:

All that we are is the result of what we have thought.  It is founded on our thoughts.  It is made up of our thoughts.  If one speaks or acts with an evil thought, pain follows one, as the wheel follows the foot of the ox that draws the wagon.

All that we are is the result of what we have thought.  It is founded on our thoughts.  It is made up of our thoughts.  If one speaks or acts with a pure thought, happiness follows one, like a shadow that never leaves.

“She abused me, he beat me, she defeated me, he robbed me”: In those who harbor such thoughts, hatred will never cease.

“She abused me, he beat me, she defeated me, he robbed me”: In those who do not harbor such thoughts, hatred will cease.

For never does hatred cease by hatred at any time. Hatred ceased by love.  This is an eternal law.





-The twin Verses

Dhammapada  p. 3

May all beings be happy,

May all be joyous and live in safety.
Let no one deceive another, nor despise another, as weak as they may be,

Let no one by anger or by hatred, wish evil for another.

As a mother, in peril of her own life, watches and protects her only child,

Thus with a limitless spirit must one cherish all living beings,

Love the world in its entity - above, below and all around.

Without limitation.

With an infinite goodness and with benevolence.

While standing, or walking, sitting or lying down, as long as one is awake,

Let one cultivate Loving-Kindness.

This is called the Supreme Way of Living.






-Metta Sutta, Sutta Nipata I.8

May I become at all times, both now and forever

A protector for those without protection

A guide for those who have lost their way

A ship for those with oceans to cross

A bridge for those with rivers to cross

A sanctuary for those in danger

A lamp for those without light

A place of refuge for those who lack shelter

And a servant to all in need.

- The Dalai Lama

Ethics for a new Milennium

CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course examines the historical, social, psychological, and spiritual phenomena of Buddhism, with a focus on the diversity of traditions and cultures within which Buddhism develops.  We trace the development of Buddhist lifestyles, concepts, rituals, and beliefs within the varied cultures of Asia and the West.  Students will be introduced to the themes and dimensions of the Christian-Buddhist dialogues.  This general survey of Buddhism introduces Early Buddhism, Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism, Pure Land Buddhism, and Ch’an (Zen) Buddhism.

COURSE ORIENTATION:


Students will explore the cross-cultural diversity within the unity of Buddhism through the different practices of Buddhist rituals in Eastern and Western countries.  The class discussion covers the essential foundations of Theravada, Mahayana, and Vajrayana Buddhism.  The Buddhist-Christian dialogues include the action oriented engaged Buddhism with the Marianist educational characteristics, especially the strength in services, peace and social justice. 

COURSE GOALS:


Upon completion of this class, students should be able to

· identify the essential concepts of Buddhism.  

· evaluate Buddhist concepts in comparison to their own faith.  

· demonstrate their knowledge of cross-cultural aspects of Buddhist-Christian dialogue with open-minded responses. 

· increase awareness of commonalities and differences in multi-faith practices.

· apply Marianist Characteristics of Education to Buddhist ethical values.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The student’s learning outcomes will be assessed according to their ability to
· Identify the essential teaching and practice of Buddhism.

· Analyze cross-culturally the diversity of Buddhist rituals.

· Critically evaluate the influence of Buddhist worldview on Western culture.

· Analyze the significant Buddhist concepts in social contexts and interpersonal relationships.

· Evaluate the themes and dimensions of the Buddhist-Christian dialogue.

· Apply Buddhist teaching and moral values to make a difference in communities through services or research.

· Demonstrate the ability to integrate the Buddhist worldview of peace and social justice to  Marianist values and mission.

Five Characteristics of Marianist Education 

· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate in family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and 

· Educate for adaptation and change.

Educate for formation in faith

Chaminade University has a commitment to develop in our students a whole person, which includes knowledge of academic disciplines and religious faith.  In this class students learn to combine faith and reason by opening their mind to accept different viewpoints.  They also develop an open dialogue between different beliefs and cultural practices.  Working with other students whom they have not met before, students learn to nurture relationships with others and that requires “faith” of some kind.  In this course, students will demonstrate the ability to integrate the Buddhist worldview of peace and social justice to Marianist values and mission.

Provide an integral quality education

The Marianist approach seeks to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, as a result it forms a community and respect for all individuals.  In this class, students will learn to analyze cross-culturally the diversity of Buddhist rituals in comparison to their own faith.  The goal of this class in a Marianist university is to help students to increase awareness of the multi-faith practices and cooperation around them.

Educate in family spirit

In Marianist universities, family spirit is a way of life in an educational community.  In this class, students will study Buddhist influence on Western culture, and how Buddhism promotes an accepting diversity in unity as if it is within one family. 

Educate for service, justice, and peace

The Marianist has a purpose to promote education, which includes serving the community.  Students learn about Buddhist history, teaching and moral values in making a difference for people with special needs.  As a result, Buddhism will teach student to be more mindful in their lives, and offer services to people in need of help. This action will help increase a more balanced socioeconomic justice and to create a more peaceful world.

Educate for adaptation and change

The Marianist university gives students the educational opportunity and tools to adapt to this rapidly changing world socially and technologically.  In this class, students will learn to utilize Buddhist concepts in their social and interpersonal relationships.  As a result, the future of our world will be a little more peaceful knowing that more people can accept the differences among us.

CLASS FORMAT:



This class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, role- plays, and debates.  Students are encouraged and expected to actively participate in class activities.  They are required to come to class with intensive reading to contribute to extensive discussion of the textbook and relevant videos.  


REQUIREMENTS:

Students are required to be open minded and courteous in class discussion and to participate regularly in all class activities.  Each student is expected to carefully read the assigned chapters in the textbook and be prepared to discuss it for the class period of the assignment.


The building of teamwork and a community of learning and inquiry are the main factors for the success of this class.  The important ground rules must be enforced to provide an effective learning environment for everyone in class.  Please cooperate by following these policies.  Also keep in mind that all students will be graded on the following requirements and some of these can be subjective and within the discretion of the instructor.

· Attendance Policy: 

· Come to class on time and stay for the whole period.  Two unexcused tardiness cases and/or early exit will be counted as three unexcused absences and one letter grade will be reduced.

· Two unexcused absences will result in one letter grade being lowered. 

· Participation Policy:  One letter grade will be reduced if the following behaviors persist after three verbal or non-verbal warnings:

· Side conversation.  Both parties will be graded down by this policy regardless of who initiated it.

·  Not being courteous and professional in class discussions, i.e., refuse to take turns in speaking, not allowing others to express their ideas without interruption, communicate with negative, disruptive verbal and non-verbal language.

· Neglect to show respect and an open mind to different ideas and opinions from class members.


· Lack of being responsible to cooperate and complete class/team projects on time.

· Allow the cell phone to ring and/or answer it in class.

· Sit in class with dark sunglasses and baseball cap.

· Turning in Assignments Policy:  

· All class assignments must be turned in class on time. No email or fax will be accepted.

· One point will be deducted for each day for late assignment.

· One letter grade will be deducted for one - week late assignment. 

· Assignments more than two weeks late will not be accepted.

· Partnership in Learning:

· Students are encouraged to form a study group to review the class material outside the classroom.

· Each student should have at least one or two partners from this class to follow up on class assignment if one must miss the class.

“TO LEARN IS TO CHANGE”

The Ingredients for Successful Learning:

Time management







Desire

Commitment








Discipline

Honesty








Devotion

Interest 








Dedication

Open mind








Determination

GRADING:  


The course grade will be based on


1.
Class attendance 




10 pts.


2.
Class participation and feedback paper

10 pts.


3.
Reflection journal (3 entries)



15 pts.


4.
Book chapter report 




10 pts.


5.
Mid–term report of group project


10 pts.


6.
Quizzes





10 pts.

7.   
Research project report or


Service Learning reflection paper


20 pts.



(15 pts. for written paper; 5 pts. for oral report)


8.
Final exam 





15 pts.


90-100 =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 =D, 59 AND BELOW=F

BOOK CHAPTER REPORT:

Only selected students will be assigned to read different chapter(s) from the textbooks and turn in a short chapter review with the following requirements on the scheduled day for the chapter(s):


1)
a 1-2 page (typed double-spaced) insightful summary of  the chapter(s) including


2)
three main points from the reading clearly stated in bullet or number format, and

3) three analytical questions for class discussion.

The report should have at least five paragraphs stating:

1. a short summary of the chapter

2. the three main points of the chapter as stated by the author

3. your own insights into the chapter

4. your own personal view of applications to current social issues

5. three questions that require discussion in depth without yes or no answers.

RESEARCH PROJECT:

The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.  Students may choose a research topic relating to Buddhism in general as well as Buddhist concepts and practices in societies.  The research should clarify how Buddhist concepts may have any impacts on social ethics that may contribute to more peaceful and just communities locally and globally.   The documentary research methodology may be supplemented with survey and interviews.


The written report of the research should be within the range of 7-10 double-spaced typed pages.  It will be due on November 28, 2005.  


Plagiarized work will lead to failure of the course.  Also, it will be reported to the university for a disciplinary action.

SERVICE LEARNING and REFLECTION PAPER:


Students who choose to do the service learning instead of writing a research paper will need to fill out various forms.  This project will help students to apply what they learn in the class to provide a service to the community.  In doing so the student will develop an understanding of the connection between one’s knowledge and living a useful life in the community.  The coordinator of this project will help direct you to various organizations.  The minimum requirements are 20 hours of service. The 3-5 pages written reflection paper will demonstrate how the student understands the subject matter of the class as it relates to service to the community.  It will be due on November 28, 2005.

Please note that there will be a rubric to help guide and evaluate student’s writing for both the research report and service learning reflection papers.  The students will have equal opportunities to demonstrate their achievement of the course objectives regardless of the choices.

ORAL REPORT ON RESEARCH PROJECT and SERVICE LEARNING:

Each student will have 1-3 minutes to share his or her project with the class.  The oral report should be a brief summary of the student's written report.  Reading from the written report is discouraged and points will be taken off.  The grade will be based on the style of presentation, the ability to deliver information succinctly, and being conscientious about the 1-3 minutes time slot by not going over the time limit for each student.

REFLECTION JOURNAL:

Each student is required to write three 1-2-page reflection journals.  Each journal due date is on the class schedule and timetable. Each paper should reflect the student's general understanding of significant elements of different Buddhist concepts discussed in class.  The contents of this paper should include:


1) general knowledge of a particular Buddhist concept.

2) insightful comment on the impact of the practice on social ethical issues; and your cross-   cultural perception of that concept;


3) three analytical questions about the topic. 

General Guidelines for an “A” grade work:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class lectures, discussion, videos, resources from research, outside class activities.

· ability to provide relevant examples to support viewpoints.

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society.

· clarity and logical presentation.

· demonstration of having an understanding of the subject matter objectively and from opposing viewpoints.

· demonstration of achieving the objectives of this class. 

· ability to analyze, critically review, and compare the issues cross-culturally.

· turn in assignment on time.

If there is any student in this class with a documented disability who has need for special accommodations for test-taking or note-taking, please feel free to discuss this with me.  To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact Don Kopf 735-484 or June Yasuhara 739-4603.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to disability services in the counseling center prior to receiving accommodations. 
SCHEDULE

DATE

          


TOPIC

August 30

            Introduction 

September 6

            Piyananda Chapters 1-10 (report due)

September 13

  
Piyananda Chapters 11-20 (report due)





Journal # 1 due
September 20 


The Dalai Lama (report due)

September 27


Temple Visit
October 4

             Rinpoche Chapters 1-7 (report due)


October 11


Baldoquin Sections 1-2 (report due)





Journal # 2 due

October 18


Mid-term
October 25


Temple Visit

November 1


Baldoquin Sections 3-5 (report due)

November 8


Temple Visit





Journal # 3 due

November 15


Trainor (report due)

November 22


Thanksgiving NO CLASS

November 29


Research Survey and Writing Week

December 6,

Review 

Class Presentation of Research and Service Learning projects 

Distribute take-home exam and collect research /service learning paper.

December 13              1:00-3:00 PM-turn in take-home final exam Henry Hall 206

IMPORTANT DATES

Aug 27-Sept 4    
Add-Drop Period

Sept 28

Last day to withdraw without Record in Transcript

Nov 9

  
Last day to withdraw from classes with “W” in transcript

               
Last day to apply for Credit/No Credit option

The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustment to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be announced in class or via the Chaminade email address of class members.  It is in the interest of students to check with their class partners for any pertinent information should they miss the class.  Also, students are responsible to update the contact information given in the forms on the first day of classes.  






