English 256
T,R 11:00-12:20
Fall 2007
Instructor:  Koreen Nakahodo Schroeder
Office Hours: MW 11:00-12:00 or by appointment

e-mail: knakahod@chaminade.edu
Office Number:  440-4234
Course Description

The course is designed to provide a foundation for reading and writing about poetry and drama. 

Course Objectives

At the successful completion of this course, the student should be able 
1. to articulate the elements of poetry.
2. to apply outcome #1 to a text.
      3.  to present a written analysis of a poem using textual support. 

4. to articulate the elements of drama including a historical overview and dramatic conventions.
5. to present a written analysis of a play using textual support.
Required Texts

Sound and Sense:  An Introduction to Poetry by Perrine

Drama:  A Pocket Anthology by Gwynn
Required Extras

Access to computer, word processor, or typewriter (all papers must be typed)
Student Responsibilities


Class Preparation
Students are responsible for reading the assigned material by the beginning of class, and they must be prepared to answer questions posed by the instructor.



Class Attendance
Students are responsible for making up work assigned during their absence from class.
Your final grade may be affected for excessive (4+) absences.  

Late Work
No late papers will be accepted.

Class Behavior

Be respectful to your classmates.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated, students who do not behave appropriately will be asked to leave the classroom. 

Students are asked to turn off all electronic devices (cell phones) before entering the classroom.  Any student who does not respect this rule will not receive a grade of ‘0’ on the next paper.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.
2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.
3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (Chaminade General Catalog, online).
Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.
Grading Breakdown


Midterm Exam and Paper

  40

Take Home Papers (4)                          20


Final Exam and Paper
*
  
  40


Total Score



 100
*You may substitute a service learning project/paper for the Paper portion of the final exam.  Please see me if you are interested in this option.
Grading Scale

‘A’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.    

‘B’    Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.                      
‘C’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.                    
‘D’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of  
          prerequisite course work.
‘F’     Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.                           

A passing grade for this course is a ‘D’ (60).

Papers

All papers must be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.  Students must also use Times New Roman 12 pt font.  

Papers that are not typed will not be accepted.  

E-mailed papers will not be accepted.  

Grading Scale

5-
The paper exceeded the expectations of the assignment by integrating external sources or by  applying a level of critical thinking skills beyond the scope of the assignment.

4- 
The goal of the paper is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the paper displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples for the paper are detailed and logically connect to the thesis and the overall development of the paper.  Finally, the paper displays a strong command of grammar, punctuation, and sentence variation.

3-
The goal of the paper is clear, and the language and rhetorical techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.  In addition, the paper displays a clear, organizational structure, including an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.  The examples used in the essay are general and, therefore, make it difficult to analyze the logical connections between the examples and the overall development of the paper. Problems with grammar and punctuation may be present.

2-
The goal of the paper is vague and lacks a clear thesis statement.  As such, the paper may not provide a clear organizational structure.  Also, the paper has many errors in grammar and punctuation.

1-    
The essay lacks a clear goal and an organizational structure, and the grammar and punctuation errors in the essay make it difficult to read.

Schedule
	Week
	Description
	Assignments

	1
	Introduction to Poetry
	

	2
	Reading the Poem

Denotation and Connotation
	

	3
	Imagery and Writing About Poetry 
	

	4
	Figurative Language I , II, III
	Paper #1 Due

	5
	Allusion, Meaning and Idea, Tone
	

	6
	Musical Devices, Rhythm and Meter,

Sound and Meaning 
	

	7
	Pattern
	Paper #2 Due

	8
	Introduction to Drama
	Mid-term

	9
	Oedipus the King
	

	10
	The Tragedy of Othello, the Moor of Venice
	

	11
	Writing About Drama
	

	12
	Death of a Salesman
	Paper #3 Due

	13
	Fences
	

	14
	
	Paper #4

	15
	Review for Final Exam
	


