English 091

Fall Day 2007

Instructor: Al Lovington

Office Hours: MWF 9AM in Humanities office L or Sat 11 AM  in Library

e-mail:  lovingtoy001@hawaii.rr.com

Office Number:         /Home Phone 395-3631

Course Description

The course focuses on the key skills necessary for the successful study and comprehension of academic textbooks.  Reading skills, such as vocabulary building, using context clues, finding main ideas, determining significant details, understanding graphic material, and interpreting figurative language, are emphasized.  In addition, the student will read a significant number of short stories (20) and one novel.

Learning Outcomes

In order to successfully complete this course, a student must demonstrate the following outcome:

· Pass the COMPASS Reading Exam  with a score of 81 or higher

· Read 20 short stories and one novel

· Completion of Reading For College Students & Workbook

Required Texts

· Reading Skills for College Students by Ophelia Hancock
· American 24K edited by Yvonne Sisko
· The Whale Rider by Witi Ihimaera

Required Extras

Access to a computer, word processor, or typewriter (all papers must by typed).

Student Responsibilities

Class Preparation

Students are expected to read the material assigned prior to attending class.  In class assignments and lectures will be based on the readings.

Class Attendance

· Attendance and punctuality are mandatory.  

· Excused absences must be documented and will be decided on a case-by-case basis. 

· Unexcused absences may lower your grade.

· Excessive tardiness may result in a grade deduction from your final grade.  

Late Work

Late work must be pre-arranged with the instructor prior to the due date.  

Papers over one week late will receive a ‘0.’  No in class work may be “made up.”

Class Behavior

In class you are free to express your opinions with respect to the other members of the class.  Members who do not comply with these guidelines will be asked to leave the classroom and will be marked as absent (unexcused) for the day. 

Students are asked to turn off all electronic devices (cell phones) before entering the classroom.  Talking on the phone or writing a text message during lectures or class discussions is unacceptable.  Students who do not observe this rule will not be able to take the next in class quiz/assignment.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog and can be located on the intranet.  They include but are not limited to the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own (Chaminade General Catalog, online).

Course Requirements

Regular attendance

In class summaries and responses based on the readings

Quizzes based on the readings

In Class Writing Assignments: American 24K
In class writing assignments give students the opportunity to demonstrate their comprehension of the assigned reading material.  Students will be given 20 minutes at the beginning of class to complete an in class assignment based on the readings.  Examples are listed below:

· write a summary of the reading/article, 

· write a response to a prompt based on the reading,

· write a character analysis, 

The in class writing assignments will take place at the beginning of the class period.  Students who are late to class will lose time on the assignment.  Students who are absent will not be able to make up the assignment.  If you have a documented illness, the missing assignment will not count against you. 

All in class writing assignments will be graded on a three point scale

-1   
It is not clear that you read the assignment.  In other words, significant character names, plot points (including setting, and atmosphere), overall thematic connections were missing or incorrectly stated.

0  You did not attend class OR you were able to provide some points such as 

 character names, plot points, etc, but you were unable to answer the question posed 

  by the instructor or you were missing key points from the reading.

1
It is clear that you understood the reading assignment AND were able to articulate 

that understanding in a written format.

(If there is any student in this class who has need for special accommodations for test-taking or note-taking, please feel free to come and discuss this with me.)

Grading Breakdown

Vocabulary Quizzes  (20)



            
20 %

In Class Writing (20)  





20 %

Workbook                                                                                           20%

The Whale Rider





              9%

COMPASS Test*





             31% 








                       100 

* Note: 31 points for the COMPASS exam is credited to students who pass the exam with a score of 81 or higher.  If you do not pass the exam, you will receive a ‘0’ for this portion of the grade, and you will not pass the class.

Grading Scale

‘A’ 
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative. (90-100)

‘B’
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.  (80-89)

‘C’
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter. (70-79)

‘D’
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work. (60-69)

‘F’
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given.

A passing grade for this course is a ‘C’ (70)

Final Exam:  TBA 2007

The Final Exam will consist of taking the Compass Test (pass/fail).  If any student  passes the Compass exam on any attempt, then the passing score will count (the Compass test may be repeated).

Essay: in five to seven pages, describe Constancy and Change in Maori society within 

The Whale Rider by Witi Ihimaera (complete by 12/14- the end of term).  Use Times New Roman #12 font and double spacing.  Make your own introduction and conclusion that has a thesis.  Bring your essay to class at the time of the final, put it in my mailbox in Humanities, or E-mail it to the above E-mail Address as a “Word” attachment.

Due dates and assignments may be changed at the discretion of the instructor

Due dates for completion of Reading For College Students & Workbook: TBA

Short Story Readings (20) for In-class Writing

Edgar Allan Poe              The Tell-Tale Heart

Edgar Allan Poe              The Black Cat

Ray Bradbury                  There Will Come Soft Rains

Mark Twain                     Strong Temptations- Strategic Movements- The Innocents

                                           Beguiled

Jack London                    To Build a Fire

Frank Stockton                The Lady or the Tiger?

Langston Hughes             One Friday morning

Maxine Hong Kingston    No Name Woman

Shirley Jackson                 The Lottery

Flannery O’Connor          Good Country People

Kate Chopin                      The Story of an Hour

O. Henry                            The Ransom of Red Chief

O. Henry                            The Gifts of the Magi

Zora Neale Hurston          Sweat

Nathaniel Hawthorne       Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment

William Faulkner              A Rose for Emily

Herman Melville               The Bell-Tower 

Alice Walker                     Everyday Use

James Thurber                 The Secret Life of Walter Mitty

Dorothy Parker                The Wonderful Old Gentleman

�Al, you can change this section.  Just be sure that your requirements are consistent with the student handbook.


�Al, there are 20 chapters,  You may want to do 2 quizzes per chapter.  One of the quizzes should be the reading passage, since it incorporates the vocabulary.


� The grading scale listed above is a suggested guideline.  Since I am allowing you to use 24 K Gold, a text which I used for EN100 in the past, you can create any type of assignment that you feel promotes student reading and conprehension


�There 6 chapters.  I would have them read the book during the last week of class, and if time permits watch the movie.  You may want to ask them why the Whale is present in the text, but not in the film.  You may want to ask them to use examples from the text to support their own experiences with issues of injustice.  You may want to have them do group presentations on the book and turn it into a play or dialogue or children’s story.  Have fun with this one.  Be creative and come up with your own grading scale.  





