Forensic Anthropology 450
Term:

Fall 2007




Time:

TR: 6:00-7:20 PM
Instructor:
Robert W. Mann, PhD



Room:

CS 120


bobvara@aol.com



Phone:

448-1726 / 368-5540 cell
This course, Forensic Anthropology will focus on a variety of topics in anthropology related to forensic science.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with an understanding of anthropology and human osteology as they apply to forensic problems.  The course focuses on the human skeleton and will teach the student how to identify and side human bones and teeth; provide an understanding of taphonomy and how to formulate a biological profile consisting of an individual’s age at death, ancestry, sex, height, trauma, and identity.  The student will be provided hands-on training in determining the cause and manner of death, archaeological recovery of remains, and evidence handling.  The student will also receive instruction in osteometrics, human non-metric skeletal traits, and how to read x-rays.  The course will include slide presentations, hands-on examinations using real and plastic bones and a mock field exercise (archaeological excavation) of buried or surface scattered remains.  For the final examination, students will be assigned a forensic anthropology “cold case” and required to submit a written report to the instructor and present their findings to the class. 

Objectives:  At the end of this course the student will:


1.  Be able to identify and side human bones;

2.  Be able to formulate a basic biological profile using human bones and teeth;


3.  Have a basic understanding of skeletal growth, development and remodeling;


4.  Understand the basic concepts of human non-metric traits and osteometrics.

5.  Have a basic understanding of human recovery techniques (archaeological excavation).

Grading:


The point spread for grading is as follows:





Exam 1


30 %





Exam 2


30 %





“Cold Case” Report 
30 %




(the “Final Exam”)





Class Participation
10 %





Total


100 %

Grading Scale:


The grading scale is as follows:





90% +


=
A





80-89%


=
B




70-79%


=
C




60-69%


=
D





59 % and lower 

 =
F
Texts:  (1) Human Osteology: A Laboratory and Field Manual, Missouri Archaeological Society, by William M. Bass (any edition).  (2) The Human Bone Manual, by Tim D. White and Pieter A. Folkens.  (3) Selected handouts will be provided by the instructor.

Forensic Anthropology 450 (FS 450)

Date

Lecture

Topic (subject to change)
Aug 28

Class 1

Introduction and Terminology in Forensic Anthropology and Osteology (CH 1 and

CH6 White and Folkens [W&F]) (Bass)
Aug 30

Class 2

The Human Skull (CH 7)
Sep 4

Class 3

Chest, Arms, and Hands (CH 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 W&F)
Sep 6

Class 4

Hips, Legs, and Feet (CH 14, 15 and 16 W&F)
Sep 11

Class 5

Independent Osteology Review (hands on review of bones)

Sep 13

Class 6

Determining Age and Sex from Human Bones (CH 19.3 and 19.4 W&F) (Bass)
Sep 18

Class 7

Determining Ethnicity and Stature From Bones (the Driver’s License Dilemma)





(19.6 and 19.5 W&F) (Bass)
Sep 20

Class 8

Skeletal Non-metric Traits (Discrete Traits 19.8 W&F) 

Sep 25

Class 9

Animal verses Human Bones and Why Does it Matter? 
Sep 27

Class 10

Independent Osteology Review and Pulling it all Together (lab / hands on
review of bones) 
Oct 2

Class 11

Test 1
Oct 4

Class 12

Assign Forensic Anthropology Case (review report format; due end of semester)





Understanding and Interpreting X-rays (CH 18.1 W&F)
Oct 9

Class 13

Trauma and Cause and Manner of Death (CH 17.1 W&F)

Oct 11

Class 14

Burned versus Non-burned Bodies and Bones

Oct 16

Class 15

DNA / Odontology (CH 18.7 and CH 8 W&F)
Oct 18

Class 16

Taphonomy and Entomology: Life After Death
Oct 23

Class 17

Forensic Archaeology: Finding and Recovering Remains (CH 2 W&F)
Oct 25

Class 18

Evidence Handling (the Kendall Francois Case) 
Oct 30

Class 19

Mock Field Recovery of Human Remains (on campus / come ready to dig)
Nov 1

Class 20

Osteometrics (skeletal landmarks and how to measure bones; skull; FORDISC)
(Bass)
Nov 6

Class 21

Osteometrics (postcrania) (Bass)
Nov 8

Class 22

Osteometrics (hands on review of bones) (Bass)
Nov 13

Class 23

Methods of Human Identification (CH 19.2 W&F)

Nov 15

Class 24

Overview and Pulling it all Together 
Nov 20

Class 25

Test 2
Nov 22

----------

Holiday (no class Thanksgiving)

Nov 27

Class 26

Instructor Case Reports (Civilian and Police Cases; Powerpoint presentation)
Nov 29

Class 27

Instructor Case Reports (Military Cases; Powerpoint presentation)
Dec 4

Class 28

Independent Osteology Review (hands on / and work on case report)
Dec 6

Class 29

Turn in all “Cold Case” Reports / half of the teams present

their findings to the class (late papers will be penalized at least 5 points)
Dec 11

Class 30

Second half of the teams present their findings to the class (“Cold Case” reports

returned to students) (UNLESS EXCUSED BY THE INSTRUCTOR IN ADVANCE, ALL STUDENTS MUST ATTEND THIS CLASS OR LOSE 5 POINTS)
Class Etiquette 
PLEASE…
1) Turn off cellphones (or put on “stun”) before the class begins
2) No food or drink allowed on tables with remains or near skeletons (both are disrespectful and can contaminate the evidence and remains)
3) This is a class for adults – please do not bring children

4) Arrive at class on time 

5) Turn in assignments on time, as you may be penalized or lose points (or not accepted at all) if you turn them in late

6) Do not sleep or put your head down on your desk during class.  If you’re sleepy, tired, or bored, please take a short break outside the class or stand in the back of the room
7) Do not talk among yourselves while the instructor is talking (please be considerate of your classmates – talking amongst yourselves is very distracting)
8) Notify me in advance if you can’t attend a class or will be out of town for awhile

9) Class participation is highly encouraged, but please raise your hand if you have a question or comment

10) Attendance (sign in) will be taken at each class
11) Hats/caps and sunglasses are not to be worn in the classroom during exams

12) No surfing the web or text messaging during class
13) Enjoy and learn!
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“Welcome to the world of forensic anthropology where the living learn from the dead.”

