EN 101 01-1—Introduction to Expository Writing

Chaminade University
Fall 2007


TR: 9:30-10:50AM 
    Freitas 253
Bill Bauer, instructor        Phone: 

206A Henry Hall   Office hours: Tues—11-12 pm; 

Thurs—2-3pm or by appointment

Email: william.bauer@adjunct.chaminade.edu

Required Texts:

Mims, Joan T. and Nollen, Elizabeth M.

Mirror on America, 3rd edition
Hacker, Diana



 
The Bedford Handbook, 7th edition






American English Dictionary (College edition)

Handouts

Course Requirements:

4 Short papers (3-4 pages each)

2 Revisions

1 Diagnostic essay (500 words)

1 Reflective Essay (500 words)

Journal writing (at least once a week)

Workshops—Peer Review

Postings to Web CT or Comp Class

Personal conferences

Portfolio

Quizzes and Final Exam

This course aims to improve your writing, editing and revising skills, and to enhance your ability to identify and examine rhetorical modes in expository essays and a novella.  Writing and revising improves with practice; therefore, by studying good prose models, like the essays we will read and discuss in this course, you will develop and strengthen your reading comprehension and written rhetorical skills.  

Course Objectives (in addition to those goals listed by the English Department)

· To perfect the use of English grammar and sentence structures

· To demonstrate the ability to critically and analytically read texts

· To demonstrate the ability to create a strong thesis statement and supporting sentences

· To construct coherent and unified essays

· To effectively revise and edit essays

· To identify and employ various rhetorical modes, i.e. definition, description, narration, persuasion, cause and effect, argument, classification, comparison and contrast.

Course Policies:

Statement of Academic Honesty: Plagiarism and recycling of papers are unacceptable practices. Plagiarism is cheating and an academic offense; it includes buying papers, copying sections of papers, using entire papers, downloading and using papers from the internet, etc.  All work must be original—written for this course—and solely the work of the student. A student handing in an assignment that has been written in whole or in part by another person or which has been copied in whole or in part from a source or sources without proper documentation will automatically receive an "F" on the assignment and may fail the course with an F for academic dishonesty.
Instances of cheating/plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Students for further disciplinary action.

Promptness: Tardiness will count against you if you are continuously late.
Participation: Being physically present is not enough to ensure you are meeting attendance criteria. At the minimum you must be awake and alert (especially during film showings), have the appropriate text and assignments with you, and attend to what is going on in the class (i.e. actively participate in group discussions). If you are not in class, you will not be able to hear, see or participate in important lessons and you will fall behind. Excused absences need to be verified in writing. These are to be of emergency or severe illness-based nature. Personal issues are not excused. Only four unexcused absences will be tolerated. After four your grade will be lowered.

Deadlines: Late assignments will be penalized, and an absence is not an excuse for turning in an assignment late. Late assignments will be reduced one grade for every day they are late. Assignments turned in later than the next class period will not be accepted. All written work must meet the standard writing requirements set forth by CUH and will be evaluated using a rubric designed to meet these requirements. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless you  have an excused absence (medical or emergency), or you’re instructed to do so by me.
Classroom decorum: Please turn off all cell phones, ipods, and other electronic devices upon entering the classroom. Laptops may only be used for taking notes. Treat the instructor and fellow students as you would want to be treated: listening with respect, using appropriate language, keeping your mind open to others’ ideas, trying to avoid pre-judging opinions that differ from your own.

Papers: All papers must be typed and double-spaced without using unnecessarily large margins or fonts. Some assignments must be turned in on time via WebCT: acad.chaminade.edu/online or at Comp Class: 

In addition to submitting some assignments online, be prepared to bring in multiple hard copies of your essays to class during workshop sessions for peer review.  At least two of your papers will be revised.  Good revisions will improve your grade.  Remember, all your work must be your own!  Any plagiarized papers or assignments (papers copied from someone else, a text, or the Internet) will receive an ‘F’ grade and you will fail the course.
Workshops: During workshops, fellow classmates will offer constructive criticism on your papers. You will meet in small groups and review each other’s essays. Workshops are designed to teach you how to revise and correct writing assignments.  Workshop attendance is mandatory.  Missing one workshop will count as missing two classes.

Journals: I want you to write at least once a week in a journal (your notebook) anything that concerns you about the class, in particular the readings and writing that you are doing. I will look at these once at mid-term during our personal conference. The last journal entry will be a reflective essay (500 words) on what knowledge you’ve acquired during the term concerning the writing process and how well you feel prepared to enroll for EN 102.

Personal Conferences: Personal conferences offer you an opportunity to discuss your progress in this course with me. In the first conference we will assess your writing technique and focus on thesis development.  The second conference will assess your work as we near the end of the term. 

Assessed Work for EN 101:

Class Participation 

(including quizzes):

10% (of final mark)

Diagnostic and 

Reflective essays & Journal:
10% (of final mark)

2nd Essay:


15% (of final mark)

3rd Essay:


15% (of final mark)

4th Essay


15% (of final mark)

5th Essay:


15% (of final mark)

Final exam & portfolio:
20% (of final mark)


                                                            100%

Grading Scale:


A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner


C
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work

F
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

A=  90-100%

B=  80-89%

C=  70-79%

D=  60-69%

F=  0-59%

Writing Standards [from General Catalog]

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

Schedule of Weekly Assignments
Additional assignments and readings may be given as the semester progresses. Some class discussions or assignments may be posted to Web CT or Comp Class. Any changes to the syllabus will be given in class as a written addendum or posted to the Web CT or Comp Class. This schedule is subject to change by instructor, and students are responsible for all announced/posted changes.

Week



Assignment

	Wk 1—Aug 28 & 30


 


	Orientation- syllabus review
Using Web CT and/or Comp Class

Handouts

Reading: Mirror on America (MOA): Ch. 1, pp. 1-31 for 8/30 and be prepared to discuss in class.
Writing: Essay #1 (diagnostic): due on 8/30, not graded  


	Wk 2-Sept 4 & 6

Add/drop period ends—

Sept 4
	Discussion: MOA & BH readings
Reading: MOA: Ch. 2, pp. 32-44 for 9/4
The Bedford Handbook (BH): Part 1 The Writing Process, pp. 2-29 for 9/6 

Writing: analyze an ad from a magazine, bring the ad to class on 9/6, paper is due: 9/11 (2-3 pages) 

Posting:

	Wk 3-Sept 11 & 13


	Discussion: MOA & BH readings

Reading: MOA: Ch. 3, pp. 45-89 for 9/11 

Quiz: 

BH: pp. 30-42 for 9/13 

Writing: Essay #2 write a narrative essay based on a childhood experience, use descriptive language, 1200 -1500 words due 9/18. Submit multiple copies for peer review

	Wk 4-Sept 18 & 20


	 Sept 18—Workshop: Peer Review of Essay #2 

Discussion: MOA & BH readings

Reading: MOA: Ch. 4, pp. 90-139 for 9/18

BH: pp. 42-99 for 9/20

Quiz:

Writing: in-class exercise: popular fashion trend, start to write an illustration and example paper  (2-3 pages) post by 9/21

Posting:



	Wk 5-Sept 25 & 27
	Discussion: MOA reading and BH grammar
Reading: MOA: Ch. 5, pp. 141-181 

Quiz:
Writing: in-class exercise: description

Exercise Central:

Revision of Essay #2 due! Oct 2nd! 

	Wk 6-Oct 2 & 4
	Discussion: MOA reading and BH grammar
Reading: MOA: Ch. 6, pp. 183-232

Quiz:
Writing: narrative final draft due 
Exercise Central: 

Posting:


	Wk 7-Oct 9 & 11
	Oct 11th —Personal conferences re: assessment

Discussion: MOA reading and BH grammar
Reading: MOA: Ch. 7, pp. 238-280

Quiz:
Writing: Essay #3 write a comparison and contrast paper on two Reality TV shows

1200 -1500 words due 10/16. Submit multiple copies for peer review
Exercise Central:


	Wk 8-Oct 16 & 18
	Discussion: MOA reading and BH grammar
Reading: MOA: Ch. 8, pp. 286-327

Quiz:
Writing: in preparation of evaluation essay, choose music to evaluate and bring to class
Exercise Central:

Posting:



	Wk 9-Oct 23 & 25
	Discussion: MOA reading and BH grammar
Reading: MOA: Ch. 9, pp. 332-376

Quiz:
Writing: Essay #4 write an evaluation of a song

1200 -1500 words due 10/30. Submit multiple copies for peer review
Exercise Central:

Revision of Essay #3 due! Nov 1st !


	Wk 10-Oct 30 & Nov 1
	Discussion:

Viewing: Crash (2004)
Writing: C & C final draft due
Exercise Central:

Posting:

Oct 25th! Essay #4 Due! In-class revision



	Wk 11-Nov 6 & 8

Deadline to withdraw from classes—Nov 9
	Discussion:

Viewing: Crash (2004)
Writing:  evaluation final draft due 

Exercise Central:

Nov 8th! Personal Conferences re assessment!

	Wk 12—Nov 13 & 15
	Discussion:

Viewing: Crash (2004)
Writing: Essay # 5 write a cause and effect paper on racism in the movie

1200 -1500 words due 11/20. Submit multiple copies for peer review
Exercise Central:

Posting:

	Wk 13—Nov 20 & 22

Thanksgiving—no class—Nov 22
	Discussion:

Reading: TBA
Writing:
Revision of Essay #5 Due! Nov 27th!

	Wk 14—Nov 27 & 29
	Discussion:

Reading: TBA
Writing: C & E final draft due

	Wk 15-Dec 4 & 6

Final exams: Dec 10-13
	Summary Wrap-up

Review for final exam

Writing: Essay #6 write a reflective essay (500 words) 



YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT: LOSING IT OR NOT READING IT ARE NOT EXCUSES FOR NOT KNOWING WHAT’S IN IT!
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