RE 324 01 Sexuality in Christian Life

Fall 2007


RE 324 01: Sacramental Life Patterns
CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU -- FALL 2007
TIME:


2-4:50 p.m., Wednesday
CLASSROOM:
Henry 202

INSTRUCTOR:
Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:

739-8536

OFFICE:

Henry Hall 206Q

OFFICE HOURS:
T/W/R 10 a.m. to noon, and by appointment
E-MAIL:

rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
COURSE

TEXTBOOKS:
Cahill, Lisa Sowle. Between the Sexes: Foundations for a Christian Ethics of Sexuality. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985.

Lawler, Michael G. Marriage and Sacrament: A Theology of Christian Marriage. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1993.

Whitehead, Evelyn and James. Christian Life Patterns: The Psychological Challenges and Religious Invitations of Adult Life. New York: Crossroad Publishing, 1995
New American Bible or any standard Bible version.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will explore the meaning of adult life as based upon a sacramental perspective. Students will examine the paradigm of Jesus as Sacrament and the human response to that image in adult life. They will determine what the Christian view regarding married and single life in order to make informed choices regarding human sexuality, and moral and social responsibilities. They will evaluate differing views regarding human behavior and lifestyles as consistent with or in opposition to a sacramental understanding of human life.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES LINKED TO PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
The three Program Learning Outcomes that this course develops further are:
1. Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions; (developed)
3. Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition; (introduction)
5. the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values. (developed)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

· Describe the meaning of Jesus as Primordial Sacrament in the Christian perspective and the effect on human choices; (PLO 1, 3)
· Explain the relevance of sacramental worldview to adult life patterns and choices; (PLO 3, 5)
· Compare and contrast varying views regarding marriage and human sexuality. (PLO 5)
· Use theological reflection, engaging biblical resources and other sources in dialogue, to determine potential Christian responses to contemporary issues in sexuality. (PLO 3, 5)

Organizational Theme: Marianist Educational Philosophy
Educate for formation in faith;

Provide for an integral quality education;

Educate for family spirit;

Educate for service, justice and peace; and,

Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, e ducare, means to lead out from. To educate means to begin where persons are individually then lead them to a future locus of where they become. 

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life.

Formation in faith

Individuals are persons of “faith.” To be human, one must be in relationship with others and that requires “faith” of some kind. In this course, students will study the relationship among people and how it is expressed in the acts of intimacy, not only sexual.
Provide an integral quality education

Integral education provides learners with the foundations necessary for completeness and wholeness, to be fully human in the global community. This course will include the views from social sciences in a dialogue with religious tradition.
Educate for family spirit

Family is more than the persons to whom we are related. We create families in many ways, through friendships, work and school. Working together for the common needs and good of the family group is fundamental to healthy relationships. Through the assignments and discussions, we will work together to build the family of Chaminade University.

Educate for service, justice and peace

To quote John Paul II from a speech on Jan. 1, 2002, he said, “There is no peace without justice, no justice without forgiveness.” The road to forgiveness begins with awareness and service to work toward justice and peace. In light of Sept. 11, 2001 and all acts of violence, degradation, and oppression worldwide, we need to begin the process of self-examination and expand toward understanding in how our choices impact on others. This course will attempt to give students the opportunity to reflect on one’s self and grow in self-knowledge.

Educate for adaptation and change

Adaptation and change begin with new knowledge and insight, and with the wisdom to view another’s perspective. This course will enable the learner to explore various ways in which people attempt to answer or ponder the ethical decisions regarding human persons and relationships.

REQUIREMENTS:

Students are expected to:

· attend class regularly;

· read required text assignments;

· participate in group discussions in class by preparing readings and responses;

· do additional research as required;

· complete all assignments on time. 
Points may be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· critical application and accuracy of content;

· thoroughness of answers in reflective assignments and essay;

· continuing development of understanding.

GRADING:

Grading will be based on class attendance, class work and discussion, homework, exams, participation, effort, and final paper.  The final paper must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1 inch margins with required and appropriate citations using a consistent style.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 

Points will be deducted from assignments that are turned in late unless arrangements have been made IN ADVANCE and APPROVED by the instructor.
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester or when given an assignment for which an accommodation is required.  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Student Affairs Office.

CATEGORIES:

 
Total points possible 

Class Participation and Attendance:

30 points




Reflective and weekly assignments:

30 points

Final Project (includes journal):

30 points 




Term exams:


30 points

Final Exam:


30 points







150 total points
           

Class participation and attendance

1. Class participation consists of actively engaging in discussions, submitting a weekly comment or question, and any other assignments given at the discretion of the instructor. 

2. Attendance is required for all classes. If a student cannot attend class, contact the instructor as soon as possible via email or phone. Excused absences will require the completion of an additional assignment.

An excused absence must be verified or verifiable, and consists of illness, family or personal emergency, accident, military orders, or deemed as such at the discretion of the instructor. If you are uncertain whether the absence constitutes an excused one, discuss it with the instructor. 
NOTE: Since this class meets once weekly, more than one unexcused absence will automatically lower student’s overall grade by one letter, even if all other assignments and test scores add up to a higher grade.

CLASSROOM CONDUCT

In order to create a viable and productive learning environment, and to show respect for each other in the classroom, all persons are expected to follow the basic rules of conduct.

1. Talking only when it is your turn to do so.

2. Cell phones, pagers or other such equipment should be turned off. If you need it for an emergency, permission must be obtained from the instructor. 

3. While there is no handbook policy that prohibits eating food or drinking non-alcoholic beverages during class time, all should limit their intake of food and drink. Any containers or rubbish must be discarded as appropriate.

According to the handbook, the instructor may require a student to leave the classroom if the conduct is such that it can be deemed as disruptive to the rest of the class.

Reflective assignments:

Students will keep a journal for this class. All reflective assignments will be included in the journal. There are two types of reflective assignments:

1. The first is based on the readings or material within the class. Each week, students are to write either a comment or question based on the readings. The instructor also may assign a question or other activity for the weekly reflective assignment.
2. The other reflective assignment will be based on the final project. See below for the final project activity. If a student selects to do research, the student will keep a research log.

Date all your entries. The journal will be collected periodically, without notice and randomly.
Term and Final Exams

The format for these exams will be short-answer essay or identification.
Final Project Option: Service Learning or Research
Since this course focuses on Sacramental life, the preferred final project is service. Living in the image of Jesus means washing the feet of others, healing, listening, challenging, teaching, or any of the many ways in which Jesus interacted with others. The Service-Learning requirement may only be waived for substantial reasons. 

· Service Learning – Paper and Journal

· Contact Candice Sakuda for a service-learning project or have one approved by the instructor. Students will submit all required papers to Candice. NO PAPERS, NO CREDIT!

· Students will keep a log of activity and hours worked. You must work for a minimum of 15 hours. You may not use the 15 hours for this class and another one but you may use the same project for more than one course adding the necessary hours to meet the requirements for both courses.

· Students will keep a journal. See above. After each day’s service, students will write a reflection on how that day’s activity affected them and a connection with the course’s content during that week. The journal must be dated to coincide with the student log. 

· Students participating in service learning will write a final paper of 5-8 pages that integrates the material learned in class with the service learning activity.

· Research Paper

· Students will select one of a variety of topics in the area of human sexuality, including but not limited to gender issues and marriage. 

· Students will keep a log of research activities indicating when and what research material was gathered. WIKIPEDIA is not allowed as a resource.
· Final paper of a minimum of 15 pages will include a thesis statement and supporting evidence.

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)


	Date
	Course content
	Journal assignment(s) for next class 
	Reading assignment

	Aug. 29
	Introduction to course
	Reflective assignments: What is sacred about human life?

Describe a ritual in your life that used objects, words and actions that represented meaning.
	Catechism of the Catholic Church Handouts

	Sept. 5
	Jesus a paradigm of Sacrament
	
	Whitehead, chapters 1 and 2

	Sept. 12
	Becoming --- Human development theories
	
	Whitehead, chapters 3 and 4

	Sept. 19
	Ethics - What to do; who to be
	Exam #1 Based on lectures, handouts and Whitehead text

	Cahill, chapters 1 and 2

	Sept. 26
	Bible as a source
	What does the word ethics mean to you? In what way is it similar to or different from legal?
	Cahill, chapters 3 and 4

	Oct. 3
	Men and Women

Biblical images
	
	Cahill, chapter 5

	Oct. 10
	Biblical images continued
	
	Cahill, chapters 6 and 7

	Oct. 17
	Two Historical Views of Men and Women
	
	Cahill, chapter 8

	Oct. 24
	Lived sexual ethics
	
	

	Oct. 31
	
	Exam #2 Based on lectures and Cahill text


	Lawler, chapter 1 and 2

	Nov. 7
	Marriage: Sacrament and meaning
	What do you think is necessary for a successful marriage? What makes marriages successful?
	Lawler, chapters 3 and 4

	Nov. 14
	Biblical Foundations and early Church views of Marriage
	
	Lawler, chapter 5

	Nov. 21
	Dissolution of marriage
	
	Lawler, chapters 6

	Nov. 28
	What else????
	Final Paper due today

	

	Dec. 5
	Discussion
	
	

	Dec. 12
Wednesday
	Final Exam
	3-5 p.m. Henry 102
	


A: 90-100% 


B: 80-89% 	


C: 70-79%


D: 63-69% 	


F: 62% and below 
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