PSYCHOLOGY 200- LIFE SPAN DEVELOPMENT
Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall - 2007

Professor: Dr. Lynn S. Morgan

Office: Behavioral Sciences 106

Office Hours: Wednesdays, 12:00- 5:00 PM

Office Phone: (808) 735- 4745

Office FAX: (808) 739- 4670

Email: lmorgan@chaminade.edu
Catalogue Course Description:

This course is a beginning developmental psychology course to introduce students to the biosocial, cognitive, and psychosocial issues of the life span. The course focuses on growth and development beginning with conception and following the unfolding life through death/dying at the end of the life cycle.

Program Linking Statement:


This course develops and assesses the skills and competencies for the program student learning outcomes of Life Span Development and Applied Psychology. In addition, this course also addresses the program student learning outcomes of: 1) Scientific Method and its Application in the Field of Psychology; and 2) Cross-Cultural Psychology.
Course Description:


This course gives an in-depth view of the human being throughout the life cycle. From inception to death, the human is constantly evolving and changing. The patterns of normal growth and development will be compared with developmental challenges and disabilities. The psycho-social needs, maturation, and stages of growth and development will be reviewed for all stages of the life cycle.

Student Learning Outcomes:


Students will demonstrate an understanding of:

1. Heredity and development;

2. Theoretical explanations of development including the perspectives from cognitive, psychoanalytic, learning, evolutionary, and biological theories;

3. Prenatal development and birth through death and dying;

4. Empirical science as related to growth and development;

5. Cultural diversity and life span development, through comparing and contrasting eastern cultures with western cultures;

6. Personal and professional growth in relation to life span theories;

7. Ethics and professional competencies as related to developmental issues; and

8. How the Five Marianist Educational Values are integrated into the course.

Required Text:
Berger, K.S. (2005). The Developing Person: Through the Life Span (6th ed.). New York: New York, Worth Publishers.

Students With Disabilities:


Chaminade University professors will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities. Any student who believes he/she may need classroom accommodations must contact Dr. June Yashuhara, Director of the CUH Counseling Center at telephone # 739- 4603, or visit the Counseling Center located next to the CUH Security Office. The Counseling Center staff will determine if the student meets the requirements for a documented disability in accordance with American with Disabilities Act. It is important for the student to contact the Counseling Center staff as soon as possible so that classroom accommodations can be implemented in a timely fashion.
Attendance:

University policy requires students to attend ALL class meetings. If any student misses more than two classes, the student’s grade will be dropped by one grading level. Attendance will be taken at every class. If an emergency or a severe illness occurs, the student must inform the professor of their absence before the class, and a physician’s note may be requested for proof of illness.
Academic Conduct:


Please refer to the Student Handbook that is available in hard copy and online for all the details of academic policies and procedures. Please pay special attention to the policies on plagiarism, classroom deportment, respect, student conduct, freedom of speech, and all academic policies regarding grading. Any student caught plagiarizing materials or using materials previously developed for another class will automatically fail this course.


Cell phones and beepers/pagers are not allowed in the classroom. 
Grading:

Students will earn the final grade for this class through an accumulation of points received for each assessment given throughout the term. These assessments and points are described below.


Grades will be given for the following accumulated points:

A = 100- 90

B = 89- 80

C = 79- 70

D = 69- 60

F = 59- 0

Course Requirements:


The class will be conducted through many educational milieus that use multiple intelligences and a variety of assessments. Students must attend all classes and have all readings completed BEFORE coming to classes. The assessments and assignments given during classes may not be made up at a later date.

Assessment






Points
1. Classroom Assignments




15
2. Reflection Topic Presentation



10

3. Childhood Research Paper




10
4. Adolescent Research Paper




10

5. Adult Research Paper




10

6. Elderly Research Paper




10

7. Midterm Exam





10

8. Final Group Project Paper




15

9. Final Group Project Presentation



10

TOTAL POINTS





100

Description of Assessments:

All assignments must be written in American Psychological Association (A.P.A.) writing format.

1. Classroom Assignments- Every class will have assignments that correspond to the material presented that week. These assignments include individual, group, and paired work. Students will accumulate points for each assignment turned in during class. 
2. Reflection Topic Presentation- Each class will feature one student who will prepare a power point presentation or paper handout that outlines the chapter for that week. Students will be able to choose their topic for this presentation.

3. Research Papers- There will be required research papers for all of the major phases of life span development. Students will be required to write a five page or more paper outlining the basic developmental areas for each of these life span phases. The research papers must be in A.P.A. writing style with at least three references other than the course textbook.

4. Midterm Exam- This will be a multiple choice exam that covers the chapters in the textbook already covered in class.

5. Final Group Paper- This will be an individual paper written to describe the  group process, and to give an analysis and synthesis of the group and the group’s final presentation. The topics covered will be how the topic for the presentation was chosen, how the project was developed, the group dynamics of this project, and the strengths of the project and process.

6. Final Group Presentation- The group project may cover one of the following life span developmental areas: early childhood, middle childhood, adolescence, adulthood, or elderly. The topic for all of the projects will be to develop an optimal environment for the chosen life span group. For example, the group may describe a multicultural elementary classroom for middle childhood, a youth employment center for adolescents, a senior living center for the elderly, etc. The Final Group Presentation should be interactive, creative, and expressive of the biological, psychological, social, and physical needs and resources of the respective chosen life span group. 
Assignments:

All assignments must be given to the professor on the due date stated in this syllabus. No late assignments will be accepted unless the student has a documented reason for the delay, such as an excused absence for a student athlete. Any late or missing assignments will be given a zero for the total points for the assignment. All readings MUST be done prior to class. 

Class Schedule and Assignments:
Week

Readings


Topics

1


Chapter 1


Introduction to the course








The Study of Life Span








Assignment to Groups








Presentation Assignments








Reflection Presentation
2


Chapter 2


Theories of Development








Reflection Presentation
3


Chapter 3


Heredity and Environment




Chapter 4


Prenatal Development & Birth








Reflection Presentation

4


Chapter 5


The First Two Years




Chapter 6


Cognitive Development




Chapter 7


Psychosocial Development








Childhood Research Paper DUE







Reflection Presentation
5


Chapter 8


The Play Years




Chapter 9


Cognitive Development




Chapter 10


Psychosocial Development








Reflection Presentation
6


Midterm Exam

Midterm Exam








Group Meetings

7


Chapter 11


The School Years




Chapter 12


Cognitive Development




Chapter 13


Psychosocial Development








Reflection Presentation
8


Chapter 14


Adolescence




Chapter 15


Cognitive Development








Adolescent Research Paper DUE







Reflection Presentation
9


Chapter 16


Adolescence








Psychosocial Development








Reflection Presentation
10


Chapter 17


Early Adulthood




Chapter 18


Cognitive Development




Chapter 19


Psychosocial Development








Reflection Presentation
11


Chapter 20


Middle Adulthood




Chapter 21


Cognitive Development



Chapter 22


Psychosocial Development








Adult Research Paper DUE







Reflection Presentation
12


Chapter 23


Late Adulthood




Chapter 24


Cognitive Development








Reflection Presentation
13


Chapter 25


Psychosocial Development








Reflection Presentation
14


Chapter Epilogue

Elderly








Death and Dying








Elderly Research Paper DUE







Reflection Presentation
15


Synthesis and 


Final Presentations



Analysis


Final Presentation Papers DUE
Syllabus Attachments:

1. Marianist Educational Values

2. Scientific Methods Definitions

3. APA Writing Style

