ART 250 Beginning Ceramics

Yukio Ozaki, RM. E 101, 735-4889, yozaki@chaminade.edu
This course offers a basic studio experience in clay through hand-building technique.

It is a college level fine arts research course and not a recreational activity.

Target Program Outcome ( PLO): 1, 2, 3, 4,  
Goals:
Students will gain technical knowledge in ceramics (PLO 1)
Students will create ceramics art works as personal expression. (PLO 1, 2, 3)

Students will appreciate fine-arts ceramics as a medium of communication. (PLO 2, 3, 4)

Students will interpret life, culture and faith as sources of design. (PLO 2, 3, 4)   

Objectives:

To achieve basic skills and technical knowledge of clay, glaze and firing.

To develop a general understanding of ceramics esthetics.

To cultivate creative thinking by developing individual solutions.

To learn to perform effectively and responsibly in a shared classroom environment.

To develop project’s concept out of personal concerns to life and cultural diversity.


To participate in the discussion at critique time and learn to understand self and others.

This course focuses on developing the skill to express their personally meaningful ideas through creative process. Students are encouraged to consider the following elements;     
faith & reason, logic & intuition, symbolism & realism, expression & expectation, material possibilities & varied effects, original vision & transition, completion & reflection, and presentation & feedback.

Research requirement:                                                                                                                   Individual research is a vital part of the quality learning. This includes reading, viewing artwork (museum, Internet), pre-production design development and personal experiment.
Suggested books for information: 

CERAMICS

Glenn c. Nelson, Richard Burkett

Wordsworth


Hands In Clay

Charlotte Speight, John Toki


Mayfield


The Craft and Art of Clay 

Susan Peterson 

Prentice hall

Contemporary art of any medium (not limiting to ceramics) is good to study.

Writing requirement:

   #1
What is art? What is your experience in art? What do you plan to gain from class?

   #2
What change do you see in yourself as a result of this class? How do you value art and 


creativity in your life now? (Check with “Reflection Guide”)
   #3
Your best work of the semester. (concept, design, technical input, reflection on the result)


Turn it in with a photo of the work.

Oral requirement: 
Project ideas, work experience and technical information must be explained during the critique class. Plus/minus of points may be applied.

Project requirement:
4 projects (about 13 works) must be completed. The following three design values must be considered to develop your work ideas.

   A.
Traditional values:   Technical excellence, historical or cultural subjects, 




practical efficiency, elegance of design, challenge to the difficulty, etc.

   B.
Personal values:   Creative originality, unique thinking, personal meaning, etc. 

C. Humanity and global concerns expressed in a symbolic design to stimulate healthy values.

Project #1.
Pinch and paddle method, 5 works due by _______. (4th week)
Get used to the nature of the clay, working discipline, course objectives and a variety of surface design techniques.

Project #2.
Coil method, 3 works due by _______. (7th week)
Experiment with larger size and complicated forms. Develop expressive concepts.

Project #3.
Slab method, 3 works due by _______. (10th week)
Experiment with flat sheets of clay in a variety of ways. Develop personal uniqueness.

Project #4.
Choose or combine any method, 2 works due by _______. (Final week of semester)
Express your uniqueness to the fullest and summarize the whole semester’s development.

Tools and material:
Clay- work tool kit (about $20), brush, ruler, towel, work clothes (apron),

50 pounds of High Fire Stoneware clay (cone 10). Most students will use at least and more than 100lb of clay during the semester, ($40 or more for personal clay cost)
Stores:




University of Hawaii Bookstore, or Kapiolani Community College Bookstore

Ceramics Hawaii, 501 Kokea street, Bldg. #6, 845-8100


Ceramic Hobbyist, 1204 Kona street, 593-4420

Clay purchaser policy:  

All students are expected to purchase their own clay from the source listed above or through own contacts. Those who don’t have any way of transportation or have a very difficult situation in getting to the stores, (work after school, physically unfit), must arrange for purchasing clay from the instructor well ahead of time, ($10 to $11 per 25lb bag).

Technical lab experience:  

All students in ceramics program are encouraged to learn the lab operating work that goes with the completing of their work. This experience improves the understanding and appreciation of own work. Those who participate in the lab operating work, (kiln loading, unloading, glaze mixing, lab cleaning, etc.), may be considered for extra points at the instructors discretion.
Other class-conduct policy: (Respect for others is absolute Rule.)
             No CD or radio playing including all personal music listening device. 

No friends or visitors allowed in the class without instructor’s approval. Only those who registered for the course are allowed to work in the lab. This rule applies outside the class hours. Objects produced without approval will be discarded.


Turn off your cell-phone before coming into the lab. 

Grading policy and standard:


Attendance is the most critical responsibility. Students achieve their final grade by the total accumulation of points earned through attendance, projects, essays and quiz. Some other points (+ or -) may be added according to the student’s participation level in critique, lab experience, behavior in class, and service learning credit if applicable.
See Grading System for detail.

