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Text: Reading the New Testament Today by Robert E. Van Voorst 
Course Description

Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the letters of Paul.  They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection on the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their presence and application within the continuing Christian tradition.

Learning Objectives and Outcomes

Students will gain an understanding of the

1. major forms of criticism that scholars use in the study of the New Testament;

2. social and historical context of the First Century period;

3. impact of the New Testament writings on the First Century Christian;

4. interpretation of Scripture for continuing Christian faith;

At the end of the course, students will be able to

1. identify various genres within the New Testament;

2. compare and contrast similar texts to determine authors’ concerns;

3. explain the purpose and meaning of the texts for First Century Christians;

4. analyze and interpret periocope to determine its meaning for Christian believers in both the First Century and today.

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed based on the following:

· Participation in online discussions



30 percent

· Quizzes






30 percent

· Essays 







30 percent

· Article research and reaction




10 percent

Online discussions 

Students are expected to access the website five times per week. Each student will be assigned to a specific discussion group weekly. Students must post at least one in-depth response to the question and a reaction to two others postings within one’s group. Reaction must include affirmation, agreement or disagreement with statement and why. Each week, students must also post a reaction to any one of the other discussion group’s submissions.

(Four postings: your answer, two reaction postings to members of your group and one reaction posting to another group’s discussion).

Quizzes

Quizzes will be posted on the quiz page. Students are to complete each week’s quiz by the Monday of the following week. The quizzes will be based on Scripture readings, material from the Contents Page and your textual readings.

Essays

Essays are listed on the syllabus with due dates indicated. Essay must be typed, double-spaced using 12-point font with your name and page number on the footer. Essays will be graded on clear thesis statement, depth of response, accurate grammar and spelling. Remember: spell check does not identify words that are spelled correctly such as “form” instead of “from.”

All papers should include footnotes or endnotes for citations of material from texts or articles. Scripture passages need to be identified with book, chapter and verse(s). A bibliography is not required for the essays. If using WordPerfect, files must be converted to Microsoft Word document or html format. Submit essays to instructor as an attachment using WebCT’s mail system.

Article Research and Reaction

Students are to access Sullivan Library’s periodical base and locate an article about the New Testament and its writings using ATLA or other religion index. Students are to read and write a reaction paper that includes a brief summary of the article, its relevance to course content and assessment of knowledge gained. This paper must be a minimum of three double-spaced pages.

COURSE SCHEDULE:
	Week
	Topic
	Reading Assignments
	Essay Assignment

	June 26 to

July 2
	New Testament: its context, development and purpose


	Read

Charpentier, Etienne. “Getting Ready for our Journey” and “The World of the First Christians.” From How to Read the New Testament. Avenel, NJ: Crossroad Publishing Company, 1991. 

Harrington, Daniel S.J. “How Do Catholics Analyze a Biblical Text” and “How Do Catholics Interpret the Bible” from How Do Catholics Read the Bible. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2005. 
	Essay Assignment – select one of the following:
What is tradition and what is the relationship between it and Scripture?

Read the Lord’s Prayer in either Matthew or Luke. (see reading assignment for chapter and verses). What is one of its theological themes? What words or phrases indicate it? 

	July 3 to 9
	Letters of Paul
	Read

	Essay Assignment – select one of the following:


	July 10 to 16

 
	Synoptic Gospels
	Read
	Essay Assignment - 


Week two: 
Letters of Paul

Week three: 
Synoptic Gospels

Week four: 
Johannine Literature

Week five: 
Acts and other writings

Week six: 
New Testament’s relevance for 21st Century

Three Keys to Success

Read


Textbook assignments


New Testament passages


Postings on contents and discussion pages

Reflect on

the readings

each other’s postings, 

Respond to 


discussion questions


postings by other students

3 Rs of Online Etiquette

Read

Respect

React kindly

4

