History 424— Russian History and Culture II

Chaminade University

Summer 2007
Wednesdays at Pearl Harbor
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”









—George Santayana

“The past resembles the future as water resembles water.”









—Ibn Khaldun

Jennifer Tope

Phone:  316-361-0203 PLEASE ONLY CALL  9:00AM-8:00PM

Email: jennifer.tope@adjunct.chaminade.edu 

Office hours:  By appointment 

Required Textbook:  Russia and the USSR in the Twentieth Century (Fourth Edition) by David MacKenzie and Michael W. Curran
Prerequisites: History 151 or 152
Course Objectives:  The student will gain general knowledge of modern Russian history.  The student will improve writing and analytical skills through the study of history.

Course Description:  Explores the history of Russia from the Socialist Revolution of 1917 to the present. 

Evaluation:  

30%
Final Exam

20%
Mid-term Exam

20% 
Quizzes

25%
6-8 page paper

5%
Attendance and participation

Note on Attendance and class participation:  Attendance is mandatory and is very important—most students will find it impossible to do well in this class without regular attendance and participation.  If you miss class, you are still responsible for the material or any announcements—the teacher can not be responsible for anything you may have missed.  It is your responsibility to contact the professor if you would like to know what you may have missed in class or need any assistance.  You will be marked down for excessive absences/non-participation in class.  

Research paper: The paper topic may be chosen by the student, but the paper must cover a subject within the scope of the class and have at least three sources, of which two must be a book or scholarly article.   You must also get your topic approved by the professor.  If you do not get it approved, the professor is not responsible for your grade being lowered due to an inappropriate paper topic.  Instructor is willing to review a rough draft of your paper before you turn in a final draft—this is highly recommended.  

If you do not have much experience writing a college level paper, and do not know how to properly cite sources, you are strongly encouraged to seek help.  

Students found to have committed plagiarism (or cheating in other ways) will at the very least be given an automatic zero for the paper and could be subject to further disciplinary action.

Week One—July 11
· Introduction to the class

· Russia (and the world) at the dawn of the 20th Century, the Russo-Japanese War, Revolution of 1905
· Read chapters 1-2
Week Two—July 18

· Political Parties in Russia, The First World War and its impact on Russia; The first Russian Revolution

· Read chapters 3-6
Week Three—July 25
· QUIZ #1

· Revolutions & Civil War
· Read Chapters 7-8

Week Four—August 1
· The NEP, Power Struggle, Stalin, Collectivization and the Five Year Plans
· Read chapters 9-11
Week Five—August 8

· MID-TERM EXAM
· Soviet culture and Soviet Foreign Relations 
· Read chapters 12-13
Week Six—August 15
· World War II & the Holocaust
· Read chapter 14

Week Seven—August 22
· The Cold War & the Khrushchev Era
· Read chapter 15

Week Eight—August 29
· QUIZ #2
· The Brezhnev Era and Gorbachev

· Read chapters 16-19

Week Nine—September 5
· Collapse of the Soviet Union, Yeltsin and Putin

· Read chapters 20-22

Week Ten—September 12
· FINAL EXAM

· PAPER DUE
