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INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION:

Family and marriage are cross-cultural universals; they occur in all human societies.  Thus, most human beings get involved in some way with family and/or marriage.  While family and marriage are universals, the specific form or forms they assume depend on the particular culture, sociological variables like economic class, and the historical period.  This class will explore marriage and the family from the comparative and global perspectives, but with an emphasis on American society.  The analysis will focus on theory and research regarding the structures, patterns, and trends of marriage and family as basic social institutions.  

CLASS OBJECTIVES and STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students are expected to demonstrate:

· an understanding and appreciation of the institutions of marriage and the family from a sociological perspective;  

· the application of basic definitions, concepts, and theories to the understanding of the fundamental processes of marital and family life;

· the understanding of the ethnic diversity with respect to marriage patterns and family types, here in the U.S. and abroad;

· a knowledge of the conditions, both interpersonal and social that surround the changing patterns found in the marriage and family system;

· a knowledge of the role of interpersonal communication in significant other relationships;   
· a knowledge of the causes, correlates, and consequences of family violence;

· a knowledge of the functions of marriage to the couple members; and

· the knowledge of the social and socio-psychological bases for competencies in the area of interpersonal and family relations. 
· ability to apply the learning experience to Five Characteristics of Marianist Education

Five Characteristics of Marianist Education

· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate in family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.

The main purpose of this class is to provide a better understanding of marriage and the family in society.   As we develop this new perception throughout the format of learning in this class we will relate this experience to the five characteristics of Marianist education in the following manner:

Educate for formation in faith

Chaminade University has a commitment to develop in our student a whole person which includes knowledge of academic disciplines and religious faith.  In this class students learn to combine faith and reason by opening their mind to accept different viewpoints.  They also develop an open dialogue between different beliefs and cultural practices.  Working with other students whom they have not met before, students learn to nurture relationships with others and that requires “faith” of some kind.  In this course, students must have faith in each other by being understanding and respectful of people’s ideas on marriage and family.

Provide an integral quality education

Integral education provides learners with the foundations necessary for completeness and wholeness. That is to be fully developed in their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual, and social qualities.  As a global community becomes more a part of an individual’s life, the understanding of the various ways in which people believe and act is crucial to a person’s personal and communal growth.  Students will gain further learning experience by participating in group work.  This will provide a chance to collaborate and to fulfill their respective responsibilities.  Students will then develop an understanding of integrating intellectual, social, psychological, and spiritual qualities.

Educate in family spirit

Family has a broader meaning than the persons to whom we are related. We create families in many ways, through friendships in many settings.  Working together for the common needs and good of the group is fundamental to healthy relationships.  This class structure and format create a climate of respect and acceptance of class members, students and instructor.   The class works as a team to promote collaboration and help develop relationships with one another.  Moreover, students will find themselves committed towards helping each other as they strive for their own excellent quality of work.

Educate for service, justice and peace

The objectives of this course include the connection of the class materials to the current issues of marriage and family worldwide.  In this course, students will be more aware of the reality of human relationships.  They will learn alternate perspectives and to serve society to promote a better understanding of the role of marriage and family in global community.  Peace is possible where there is understanding, accepting, tolerating and treating people based on equality and justice.

Educate for adaptation and change 

As future leaders, students learn to adapt to different situations.  They must understand that change is a part of life.  It is inevitable.  Adaptation and change begin with new knowledge and insights, and with the wisdom to view another’s perspective.  Students will gain more appreciation of cultural differences and how to work with people who are different.  The knowledge and experience learned from this class should develop into a passion to work to create changes that will promote justice and peace. 

Helpful websites for this topic:

Characteristics of Marianist Universities 

http://www.udayton.edu/~amu-usa/pdfs/characteristics.pdf
Marianist Biography Project

http://www.chaminade.edu/mbp/presentation.html
CLASS FORMAT:



This class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates lectures, small group discussions, student presentations, role-plays, and debates.  Students are encouraged and expected to actively participate in class activities.  They are required to come to class with intensive reading to contribute to extensive discussion of the basic textbook and relevant videos.  



Controversial issues identified by the students and instructor such as same-sex marriage, date rape, and physical punishment will be critically analyzed from all points of view through student debates. In all of this, the instructor will apply perspectives from philosophy (critical thinking), gender studies and feminism, cultural anthropology, sociology, and ecology to help students gain a better understanding of the phenomena of marriage and family cross culturally.   

GRADING:

The grading will be based on


1.
class attendance 





10 pts.


2.
class participation    





10 pts.


3.
book chapter reports 





30 pts.


4.
position paper






20 pts.



(written 15 pts., oral 5 pts.)

5.
research report






30 pts.



(written 25 pts., oral 5 pts.)


90-100 =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 =D, 59 AND BELOW=F


“Grading Criterion as stated in the Chaminade undergraduate catalog is as follows:

A – Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B – Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C – Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.

D – Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, is not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite coursework.

F – Failed to grasp even the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

I – Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student’s control.

The issuance of an “I” grade is not automatic.  Prior to reporting of grades a contract must be made between the student and the instructor for the completion of the course. The Incomplete Contract must be filled out and submitted to the Records Office.  Sufficient time should be allowed to permit completion of the work, evaluation, and reporting of the final grade within 90 days after the end of the semester or term.  This limit may not be extended.  If the instructor prior to the deadline does not submit a new grade for the course, the alternate grade indicated in the contract will be recorded.”  
  




Chaminade University Records Office memorandum
REQUIREMENTS:

Students are required to be open minded and courteous in class discussion and to participate regularly in all class activities.  Each student is expected to carefully read the assigned chapter in the textbook and be prepared to discuss it for the class period of the assignment.


Only registered students are allowed to be in the class.

All students will be graded also on the following requirements for class participation:

· come to class on time and stay for the whole period.

· be courteous and professional in class discussions i.e. take turns in speaking, allowing others to express their ideas without interruption, communicate with positive, constructive verbal and non-verbal language.

· show respect and an open mind to different ideas and opinion from class members.


· turn in assignments on time.

· be responsible to cooperate and complete class/team projects 
on time.

BOOK CHAPTER REPORTS:

Students will be assigned to read chapter(s) from the textbook and to turn in the written report (2-3 pages, typed double-spaced) on the day when they present the report to class. The format of the report is as follows:


The report should have at least 5 paragraphs stating:

1. a short review of the chapter 
2. the three main points selected from what the author stated in the chapter

3. your own insights into the chapter

4. your own personal view of applications to current social issues

5. three questions that require discussion in depth without yes or no answers.

POSITION PAPER:

Each student is required to write a position paper.   This paper should reflect the student's position and understanding of the issues of marriage and the family experience.  The student will select any topic from the textbook (different format from book chapter reports), class discussion, video, and current relevant news reports. The due date of the paper is specified in the class timetable.  The length of the paper must be between 5-7 pages (typed double-spaced). The paper will be graded for its insightful reflection of the knowledge of relevant key terms and social issues of marriage and the family experience.  The contents of each paper should include:

1) analytical understanding of the position you take on a particular relevant topic;

2) insightful comments with supporting reasons and theories on  the topic; and

3) three critical thinking questions about the topic. 

RESEARCH PROJECT:


The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from classroom to real life experience.  Students may choose a research topic relating to the problems and issues of marriage and the family.  The research methodology includes survey, interviews, and a literature review.


The written report of the research should be within the range of 10-15 double-spaced typed pages.  It will be due on the last day of the class when the oral report is given.

Plagiarized work will lead to failure of the course.  Also, it will be reported to the university for disciplinary action.
ORAL REPORT ON RESEARCH PROJECT:

Each student will have 10 minutes to report the result of the research project to the class.  This oral report should be a brief summary of the student's written report.  Reading from the written report is strongly discouraged and points will be taken off.  The grade will be based on the style of presentation, the ability to deliver information succinctly, and being conscientious about the 10 minutes time slot by not going over the time limit for each student.

Grading Criteria
All of students' work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class lectures, discussion, videos, resources from research, outside class activities.

· ability to provide relevant examples to support viewpoints.

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society.

· clarity in logical writing and in class presentation

· demonstration of having an understanding of the subject matter objectively and from opposing viewpoints.

· demonstration of achieving the objectives of this class. 

· ability to analyze, critically review, and compare the issues cross-culturally.

Students must turn in all class assignments and the exam in class on time.  Points will be taken off for turning in assignments late.  All work turned in must be typed double-spaced. 
ONLY HARD COPY WILL BE ACCEPTED.  EXAM AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE NOT ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL OR FAX WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE INSTRUCTOR.    








Special Accommodations:

If there is any student in this class with a documented disability who has need for special accommodations for test-taking or note-taking, please feel free to discuss this with me.  To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact June Yasuhara at 735-4845.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to disability services in the counseling center prior to receiving accommodations. 
SCHEDULE:




DATE

TOPIC






READING (Chapter)

July
3 

Orientation and Introduction

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10

Meanings of Marriage and Family


1


Studying Marriage and the family


2

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
17

 


Dynamics and Diversity of Families


3


Contemporary Gender Roles


    
4


Friendship, Love, and Commitment 


5

------------------------------------------------
24
        
Communication, Power and Conflict    

6 


Singlehood, Pairing, and Cohabitation


7


Understanding Sexuality



8 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
31

TURN IN POSITION PAPER  



CLASS PRESENTATION

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
August   
7 

Family Processes: Family Life Cycles


9



Should We or Shouldn’t We?



10



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
14                   Experiencing Parenthood 



11
 


           Marriage, Work and Economics


12

21
           Family Violence and Sexual Abuse


 13



Coming Apart: Separation and Divorce

 14



New Beginnings: Single-Parent Families,

28


   

Remarriages, and Blended Families 


15



Marriage and Family Strengths and Needs

16
September

4

FINAL RESEARCH REPORT CLASS PRESENTATION
*******************************************************************

The instructor reserves the right to make necessary changes to the syllabus and the schedule.  The changes will be announced in class.

Students are responsible to keep up with the class information and assignments if they miss any classes.

*******************************************************************
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