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Chaminade University of Honolulu
Online course

COURSE:      

SO 41290 The Sociology of Sports
INSTRUCTOR:  

Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel

COMMUNICATIONS:
Phone: 808-735-4822





Fax:   808-440-4248





Email: psponsel@chaminade.edu





Mailing address:





Chaminade University of Honolulu

3140 Waialae Ave. Henry Hall 206





Honolulu, HI 96816
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

Coakley, Jay, 8th. Ed.  2003, SPORTS IN SOCIETY:ISSUES AND CONTROVERSIES, Boston, MA: McGraw Hill.

INTRODUCTION AND DESCRIPTION:


Sports are visible in everyday life.  This course explores the relationships between social roles and the social interactions found in sports, and also sports as a social institution and their impacts on the quality of life.  Special attention will be on the definition of sports and the main sociological theories used to analyze social interactions and meanings in sports. 


The class discussion will cover the effects of stereotyping gender, racial and ethnic roles in sports based on policy, practice, people, and society.  A critical analysis of ideas about behavior in sports, especially as reflected in social acceptance, will add to an understanding of sports in relation to society and social stratification in particular. 

CLASS OBJECTIVES AND STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

a knowledge of the cross cultural and historical overview of sports;
the costs and advantages of competitive sports: how can competition be beneficial/detrimental to character development, especially in children;

the structures of racism and sexism in sports;

the use of performance enhancement drugs; drug testing; privacy and (student) athletes;

the ideal role of the student-athlete and the reality of the situation; 

the ethical issues in college recruitment and retention;   

the real nature of the student athletic budget;

sport heroes as role models; 

the violence in sports (both on and off the field/court; in and out of  the  pool, etc.);
the impact of commercialism on sports;

Health and injuries of the athletes
Identify different perceptions and relate an understanding of the sociology of sports to the five characteristics of Marianist education:

Educate in formation of faith 



Provide an integral quality education

    
 Educate for family spirit 

       

Educate for service, justice and peace 

Educate for adaptation and change 

FORMAT:



This online class will be an interactive, cooperative learning experience in cyberspace for the students and the instructor.  The format integrates group discussions online. Students are expected to actively participate in all online class activities.  

REQUIREMENTS:
Students are required to read “Chaminade online course prerequisites” on http://acad.chaminade.edu and comply with all technical readiness requirements stated in the prerequisites to continue in this class.  Students are required to follow the instructions posted in various tools on the course website.  They must log into the course web site and post weekly assignment as instructed.  Students are responsible to keep up with the class discussion for each weekly assignment by posting the chapter review, comments and responses twice a week on the scheduled day as instructed.  

Each student is expected to be self- motivated to carefully read the assigned chapters in the textbook before posting their chapter review and comments. 

There may be 2-3 chapters to work on each week. 

Students are required to be open minded and courteous in class discussion and to use only standard written English.  Street slang and swear words are prohibited. 
The instructor will conduct this class as a once a week class.  Additional responses may be provided as needed and within the discretion of the instructor.  

Documentation is required in support of any request based on illness and any extenuated situation to extend the date due for any assignments.





“TO LEARN IS TO CHANGE”



The Ingredients for Successful Learning:  

Time management


Desire


Commitment



Discipline

Honesty



Devotion

Interest 



Dedication


Open mind



Determination

Cooperation


Teamwork

GRADING:


The grading will be based on


1.
Chapter reports, answers and comments posted  30 pts.











2.
Mid-term online essay exam
 


 25 pts.



3.
Field research report


           20 pts. 


4.
Final essay exam





 25 pts.


90-100 =A, 80-89 =B, 70-79 =C, 60-69 =D, 59 AND BELOW =F


RESEARCH PROJECT:

The purpose of the project is for students to creatively apply knowledge from the classroom to real life experience.  Students may choose a research topic relating to the problem and issues of sports in society.  The research should identify how certain perceptions and theories have any impacts on social norms of sports, and how alternative approaches may contribute to more equal and just communities locally and globally. The research methodology includes survey, interviews, and a literature review.


It will be due on week nine of the term. 


The detailed instruction is below. Also, the format of the report and steps to work on the research are posted on class resources webpage.



Plagiarized work will lead to failure of the course.  Also, it will be reported to the university for disciplinary action.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS:

If there is any student in this class with a documented disability who has need for special accommodations for test-taking, please feel free to discuss this with me.  To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact June Yasuhara in the counseling center 735-4845.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to disability services in the counseling center prior to receiving accommodations. 
BOOK CHAPTER REVIEW AND COMMENT GUIDELINE

.

1. Brief insightful summary of the chapter in your own writing style. (30 words)

2. What are the three most important main points that the author wants to convey? (30 words)

2.1 ______________

2.2 ______________

2.3 ______________

3. What are your responses to the author’s ideas on the subject discussed in the chapter? (30 words) 

4.      How do you apply these ideas to the current social situation? (30 words) 

5.
       List one analytical question about the topics discussed in each chapter that you want the class to discuss further.  They can be related to your personal experience or to the current situation in society.   The questions should be thought provoking.  Try to use question words such as what, how, and why, and avoid questions that can be answered with “yes” or “no.”   Good questions should generate active participation from the class members.

What______________________?

How_______________________?

Why_______________________?

 DOCUMENTARY (Literature Review) AND FIELD (SURVEY / INTERVIEW) RESEARCH PROJECT AND REPORT PAPER

1. Select a topic that you want to know more about.

2. Ask yourself what in particular about this topic you want to know.

3. List questions that you want to be answered (Research Questions).

4. Find the books or use the Internet search engines to locate the information that helps clarify and give you background and /or answers to your research questions.

5. Remember to use citation and quotations for any references you use in this review of literature (similar to documentary research).

6. Prepare a set of survey or interview questions that you will find people to answer.  The information gathered from this survey or interview should be able to answer your main research questions.

7. Who should be the group of people for your survey or interview (population sample)?

8. Summarize the information you collected.

9. Discuss how this information may help you better understand the chosen topic.

10. In the bibliography give the complete citation for any references cited in the report.

11. Turn in with your report the list of survey/interview questions and the tally of all of the answers.

The instructor reserves the right to make any adjustment to the course syllabus to accommodate any unforeseen circumstances.  The information regarding changes will be posted on the course web site.

The instructor may recommend any students with academic deficiency to withdraw from class.

SCHEDULE:

Week One

Introduction

---------------------------------------------------------------Week Two  
chapter 1 and 2

---------------------------------------------------------------

Week Three
chapter 3 and 4 




Research topic and research preparation form due

---------------------------------------------------------------

Week Four 
chapter 5,6,7 
--------------------------------------------------------------


Week Five     Mid-Term Exam online 

----------------------------------------------------------------

Week Six

chapter 8,9,10 
----------------------------------------------------------------

Week Seven
chapter 11 and 12










----------------------------------------------------------------

Week Eight
chapter 13 and 14 

----------------------------------------------------------------Week Nine

chapter 15 and 16 



Research paper due 

----------------------------------------------------------------






Week Ten

Final Exam 


****************************************************************
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