CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

ED 675 Learning Theories and Learning Styles

Distance Learning Course Spring 2007


	INSTRUCTOR:
	Harsjasti Los Banos

harsjasti.losbanos@adjunct.chaminade.edu
harsjasti@netscape.net

277-1064



	OFFICE HOURS: 


	As needed



	TIME and LOCATION:

	Wednesdays, 5:30-9:30 pm, campus



	ACCESS:


	

	CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
	ED 675 Learning Theories and Learning Styles (3):  Examines key learning theorists and styles for application to teaching and learning.


	PROGRAM OUTCOME:
	This course provides an in-depth exploration of the historical, theoretical and practical applications of behavioral, learning, and cognitive theories.  Emphasis will be given to the understanding of the theories as applied in learning and educational environments.  Other topics covered in the course will include diversity in educational approaches, differences in learning styles, recent findings in brain research, and multiple intelligences.  Students will be required to explore their own and others’ learning styles, to develop their own theories about learning, and to apply their theoretical knowledge in learning environments.



	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

	GOAL #1:  Understand the etiology, epistemology, and current applications of several behavioral, learning, and cognitive theories—Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) standards I, V, VI, VII, IX; Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8.

Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge in and understanding of learning theories developed by Skinner, Vygotsky, Bruner, Bandura, Gardner, and others.

2. Students will be able to compare, contrast, and implement various learning theories, learning strategies, and applications across a variety of educational environments.

3. Students will develop their own learning theory based on the theories presented in class, current research, and acceptable and ethical current practices.

GOAL #2:  Demonstrate an understanding of different learning styles—HTSB standards: I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, and IX; CEC standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.

Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge in and understanding of learning style theories developed by Jung, Witkin, and others.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of how brain functioning affects learning style, and will be familiar with supporting research.

3. Students will be familiar with several modalities for assessing different learning styles.

GOAL #3:  Understand learning theory and learning styles and demonstrate application of this knowledge in learning environments—HTSB standards:  I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, and IX; CEC standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.

Objectives:

1. Students will be able to identify several learning and cognitive theories, and be able to apply the principles of each in educational settings.

2. Students will vary learning theories and approaches in teaching to meet the individual needs of diverse learners.

3. Students will incorporate the findings of recent brain research and multiple intelligences into teaching practices. 


	TEXT:  
	Gurian, Michael.  Boys and Girls Learn Differently:  Action Guide for Teachers and 

       Parents,  San Francisco, CA:   Jossey Bass, copyright 2001, ISBN #0-7879-6117-5.

Lefrancois, Guy.  Theories of Human Learning, What the Old Woman Said, 5th Ed.          

       Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2000, ISBN #0-534-64152-0.
Guild, Pat Burke and Garger, Stephen. Marching to Different Drummer, 2nd Ed. 

             

        Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD),      

        1998, ISNB #0-87120-306-5.



	ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
	

	Attendance
	Please refer to the Student Handbook, p. 34.  If you will be late or absent, please call my cel phone.  Unexcused absences may result in point/grade deduction.


	Assignments
	Participation(40 points) 

         Homework Questions (2pts x 9 weeks=18 pts)

          Please answer the assigned question in your journal.  Your                      

         response should be thorough and approximately 1 page, handwritten.

         Discussion (10 pts. total)

          Each student is expected to contribute to discussions with thoughtful, meaningful,        

          and original ideas.

         Journal (5 pts.)

          Some sort of organized file system for homework, handouts, class activities, etc.
         Lab (4 pts.)

         Some classes are devoted to working on projects.  Conference time is allotted for     

         each student to receive immediate feedback on progress.  Points are issued for 

         being prepared.
         Group Presentation (3 pts.)

         Each group will be responsible for presenting the text material and information  

         for the assigned week
Case Study:  (10 points)
· You will do one case study (due during week 3).
· This case study will be based on your observations and analysis of a learning situation.
· The observation should be made in an educational setting, preferably a classroom.
· Please include a description of the setting, demographics of the observed group, the diverse learning styles observed, the application of learning theories and teaching approaches used, and any other significant information.

· You will include your analysis of the observation, and any learning styles inventories employed.

· You will use at least two other references to readings and/or Internet research sources other than the textbooks used for this course.

· The case study should be 3-5 pages in length.  {Points will be deducted if the paper goes extremely longer than 5 pages or is drastically less than 3 pages—pages that do not count in length are title pages and reference pages}
· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and APA formatting.
Lesson Plan:  (15 points)

· You will create a lesson plan about a concept that you would like to teach to a group of learners.
· You will identify your age group.
· Anticipate a group of diverse learners and suggest options for differentiated instruction.
· Apply all of the multiple intelligences to the lesson plan
· Make it relevant to today’s learners
· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting
Analytic Curriculum Review Paper:  (20 points)

As teachers, we are often asked to review and assess curricula to see whether or not it is or can be beneficial to our students.  In this paper, you are to use the knowledge from our texts as well as other resources to analyze a specific program and decide whether or not you would choose it for your (hypothetical) school.

· This paper is a demonstration of your knowledge, critical thinking skills, and applications of the concepts from learning theories and learning styles.

· Choose an educational publisher (Scott-Foresman, Houghton-Mifflin, etc) or an online educational service.

· Choose a grade level and content area (i.e., 4th Grade Science)

· Review at least one unit within the program.

· Create a set of criteria for choosing an appropriate program.

· Determine whether or not this program meets criteria and use evidence to support your conclusion.  Your decision should be based on research from our texts as well as three other resources.

· An appropriate program should meet the needs of diverse learners.

· This paper gives you the opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of the course content areas, critical thinking skills, and ability to apply theoretical knowledge into learning environments.

· The analytic paper should be 6-8 pages in length.  {Points will be deducted if the paper goes extremely longer than 8 pages or is drastically less than 6 pages—pages that do not count in figuring are title pages and reference pages}

· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting (APA)

Final Presentation:  (15 points)

· This is your opportunity to use creativity while demonstrating your extensive knowledge of learning theories and learning styles.

· Choose one or more learning theories, outline the basic tenets, and explain why you chose the theory or theories.

· Make an application of the theory or theories to an educational setting.

· Use your creativity in making a PowerPoint presentation.  

· Describe how each teaching modality illustrates the application of the theory or theories.

· Describe how the application approaches used meet the needs of diverse learners.

· Include at least three other references to readings and/or Internet research sources other than the texts used for the course.

· The final presentation should be 15-20 slides.  Be sure to include a title slide and a reference slide although these DO NOT count in the number of slides in your presentation.

· Graded for content, spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, graphics, and formatting.

All assignments will be graded based on spelling, punctuation, grammar usage, and formatting.  The APA Guidelines should be followed.  Assignments need to be typed using Times New Roman, 12-pt.   Any other font or font size will result in points being deducted.  Assignments that do not have names on them will have points deducted from them.  Just as you would expect your students to place names on papers, I expect you to do the same.  Just putting your name in WebCT or in the e-mail is not the same as putting your name on your assignment.  I will be printing each of the case studies, lesson plans, analytic papers, and final papers.  These assignments should be attached to your WebCT posting—using MS Word or MS Works for the attachment.

                                                                                      




                              
	

	Grading Scale
	Grading:

· Participation                                                                         
40 points 

· Case Study






10 points

· Lesson Plan






15 points

· Analytic Paper




             20 points

(    Presentation





             15 points

Grading Scale for the course:  A = 90 or above; B = 80-89; C = 70-79 (grade of C or below are not credited toward the graduate degree).



	UNIVERSITY POLICIES:
	Plagiarism - “Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, 

Incomplete - An incomplete (I) may be given to a student who did not complete a portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. The work must be completed in 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade that the student would have earned. This grade and the date the work is due will be specified on the incomplete contract.
Please refer to your Student Handbook, General Catalog, and the Education Division Policy Manual for other important institutional and academic policies including more detail information regarding Plagiarism, Classroom department, Freedom of Expression, Add/Drop, Disabilities, and others.




	No.
	Date
	Meeting and Objectives
	Reading Topic and Assignments 

	1
	7/11
	Review Early Theories on Learning
	Behaviorism; Lefrancois, Ch. 1-5

HW question

	2
	7/18
	The Beginning of Modern Theories on Learning

Group 1 Presentation
	Cognitivism: Lefrancois, Ch. 6-9

HW question

	3
	7/25
	Factors That Affect Learning

Lab
	Motivation and Social Learning; Lefrancois, Ch. 10-12

HW question

	4
	8/1
	Diversity in Education

Group 2 Presentation
	Guild & Garger, Part I, Ch. 1, 2, 3, 4

HW question

Case Study due



	5
	8/8
	Diversity in Education

Review Case Studies/ 1st draft for Curriculum Review due
	Guild & Garger, Part I, Ch. 5, 6, 7

HW question

Review Case Studies/ 1st draft for Curriculum Review due

	6
	8/15
	Examples of Style

Group 3 Presentation
	Guild & Garger, Part II, Ch. 8-14
HW question

	7
	8/22
	Responding to Diversity

Lab
	Guild & Garger, Part III, Ch. 15-18

HW question

Analytic Curriculum Review Due



	8
	8/29
	Boys and Girls Learn Differently

Group 4 Presentation
	Gurian, Intro., Ch. 1 &2

HW question

Lesson Plan due



	9
	9/5
	Creating Ultimate Classrooms for Both Boys and Girls

Lab
	Gurian, Part Two, Ch. 3, 4, 5, 6 (Read your target area well; you may skim the others)

HW question



	10
	9/12
	
	Final Presentation due




Note:  This schedule is tentative and is subject to change.  Changes will be announced in class or via email.


