



Accelerated Undergraduate Program, Winter Quarter (2007)
January 8, 2007 – March 21, 2007
Syllabus
Course:

HISTORY 403: American Diplomacy

Instructor:  

Kris Matsumoto, MA, JD

Contact Information:
E-mail: 
100crows@gmail.com



Telephone:
(808) 226-3022
Textbooks:
The American Age: United States Foreign Policy at Home and Abroad, 2nd ed. by Walter LaFeber 

Course Description and Objectives:  A study of America's international relations from 1776 to the present, including the influence of domestic affairs on diplomacy.  Prerequisites: Any 100 or 200 level history or political science course.
Class Format:  The students will read the assigned portions of the text each week and respond to discussion questions posted on the course website that relate to the reading assignments.

Student Responsibilities:

· It is important that you read this syllabus very carefully, and follow the guidelines for the assignments.

· College standards apply to all of the assignments.

· It is imperative that you read, review and digest the assigned course materials and restate the material in your own words for all assignments.

· Failure to restate the material in your own words constitutes plagiarism.

· Plagiarism is an ongoing problem in online classes: do not cut and paste responses to discussion questions, the research paper, presentation or any other assignment for this class.

· No credit (“0”) will be given for work that is plagiarized, and plagiarism may result in disciplinary action by the college.

· Plagiarism includes, among other things, direct quotes and paraphrased material without proper reference to the sources.

· Scores for work that is not submitted when due, i.e., late work, will be reduced by one letter grade, unless documentation from a supervisor or health care professional is provided.

This is an accelerated--not abbreviated—course.  Traditional classes meet for sixteen (16) weeks per semester.  In quarter systems such as this one, the work load of one semester is covered in a period of ten (10) weeks.  In other words, we will cover almost two weeks of material each week.

Online classes like this one require discipline and diligence on the part of the student.  Do not procrastinate:  Make note of the deadlines and plan ahead; do not wait until the last minute to complete your assignments or to prepare for the final examination; you may find it a daunting task to catch up.
Course Evaluation:  Student Work will be evaluated in the following manner:

1. Meaningful and timely participation in online discussions 






30%

2. Presentation based on Research Paper (MS PowerPoint recommended; due in Week 8) 


10%

3. 12-15 page Research Paper (due in Week 10 at the time of the Final Examination) 



20%

4. Cumulative Proctored Final Examination (Short Answer and Comprehensive Essay) 



40%

Calculation of Final Grades: Letter grades are given in all courses except those taken on a credit/no credit basis. Grades are calculated from the student's daily work, class participation, quizzes, tests, term papers, reports, and the final examination. They are interpreted as follows.

A 

Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B 

Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C 

Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.

D 
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work.

F 

Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

P 
Satisfactory completion of course.

W 
Withdrawal before published deadline.

I 
Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control. The issuance of an 'I' grade is not automatic. Prior to reporting of grades a contract must be made between the student and the instructor for the completion of the course. Sufficient time should be allowed to permit completion of the work, evaluation, and reporting of the final grade within 90 days after the end of the semester or term. This limit may not be extended. If a new grade for the course is not submitted by the instructor prior to the deadline, the alternate grade indicated in the contract will be recorded.

Questions for Review and Discussion:  The purpose of the weekly discussions is to ensure that students are reading and mastering the material in the text.  In addition, the discussions provide an opportunity for interaction and allow the instructor to introduce important and relevant information that is not in the text. Timely participation in the weekly discussions is important to maximize learning and will help you to prepare for the final examination.  If you fall behind, you will likely have difficulty catching up, and mass learning (cramming) seldom leads to permanent learning; moreover, late work may be penalized by a reduction in one letter grade.  Guidelines for responding to discussions are posted in the “Discussions” section of the course website.

Student Presentation Requirements:

· Your presentation may be based on your research paper.

· You should be working on your paper throughout the course and should be able to put together a presentation before the final version of your paper is prepared.  In the classroom version of this course, students start giving presentations as early as Week 4. 

· Microsoft PowerPoint is recommended.  In the alternative, you can prepare something in word and include images like pictures, charts, graphs and/or maps 

· It should summarize the main points of your paper in your own words in short sentences of phrases.

· Avoid big chunks of undigested text.

· Do not cut and paste text from web or other electronic sources; avoid plagiarism.

· Including images will make your presentation more interesting for your colleagues.

· Avoid fancy animation schemes that will increase the size of your file and prolong the time to download it.

· Presentations are due at the end of Week 8.

· Post your presentation in the Discussions section of the website under “Student Presentations.”

Research Paper Requirements:

· Each student will submit one research paper at the end of Week 10 (at the time of the Final Examination).

· Please submit a hardcopy at the time you take the final examination AND send me an electronic version of your paper as a Microsoft Word document.

· The paper must be at least 12 - 15 pages in length. (This is a minimum requirement.)

· This does not include cover pages, illustrations, pictures, lengthy quotations, endnotes or bibliographies.

· A formal outline identifying your thesis statement must be submitted with each paper. 

· Each paper must be typed and double-spaced, and pages must be numbered.

· Margins--top, bottom, left and right--may not exceed one-inch.

· Font: Times New Roman 12; do not justify the text.

· You must consult and make reference to at least five (5) academic publications in the text of your paper; these include books and scholarly articles.

· It is recommended that you purchase and consult an English reference manual in order to conform the format of your paper to a system of uniform citation (e.g., Chicago Manual of Style, MLA or APA)

· Please be sure to restate the material you use in your own words. (Avoid plagiarism.)

· Please do not use children’s books or general encyclopedias (including Wikipidea and other online or electronic encyclopedias).

· Your research should be balanced. When possible, you should consult different types of materials (primary sources, secondary sources in the form of monographs, periodicals, etc.).

· Do not write your paper exclusively from one source; do not write your paper exclusively from Internet sources.

· Your paper should contain some critical analysis and should not be primarily a recitation of historical facts.

· Proof read your paper for grammatical and typographical errors, and make the necessary corrections before submission.

· Do not turn in a paper you prepared for another class or a paper prepared by someone else.  See Chaminade University’s policies on Academic Honesty, Plagiarism and Writing Standards (Attached)
· Please see me if you would like me to review an outline or draft of your paper.

· Points will be deducted for failing to conform to the standards enumerated above.

· This is a college course and the appropriate standards apply to all work prepared for this class.

Final Examination Guidelines: Posted below along with date, time, links to directions to the Chaminade University main campus in Honolulu and instructions for students taking the course from remote locations.

Information on Essay Writing for this Class: When writing for this class, whether you are responding to the essay questions on the examination or the composing your research paper, the following guidelines should be kept in mind:

· Start with an outline: it is like driving from San Diego to Cleveland, you need to have a general idea where you are going or which topics you will be discussing.

· Organization of the material you choose to include in your essay is as important as what you choose to include.  Your essay should not be a fact-dump or a compilation of unorganized facts.

· You should have an in introduction: a good essay will provide the reader with the historical context.  For example, an essay on the Roman Republic will include an introduction to the political, cultural and geographical factors contributing to the formation of the republic.

· Back up your general statements with concrete factual data.  The more specific the better.  You are trying to prove to me that you have a command of the material.

· Express yourself in your own words.  Do not include in any of your writing for this class material that is not restated in your own words.  Direct quotes and paraphrased material must be referenced.

· Critical analysis of the facts is as important as the facts themselves; otherwise, what is the purpose of learning about history?  We are focusing upon civilizations that made important contributions to world history.  Discuss the historical significance of events and people where it is relevant to do so.

· Finally, your essays should include a conclusion.  This is often a good place for concluding remarks and critical analysis, and often a good place to look forward to what was to come next.  

Chaminade University’s Policies on Academic Honesty, Plagiarism and Writing Standards: The following are excerpts from the 2004-2005 Student Catalog, which is available in its entirety at http://www.chaminade.edu/catalog/.  Please familiarize yourself with the Academic Honesty, Plagiarism and Writing Standards provisions provided below and be sure to adhere to the enumerated standards while preparing work for this class.

Academic Honesty

Academic honesty is an essential aspect of all learning, scholarship, and research. It is one of the values regarded most highly by academic communities throughout the world. Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated.

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in any act of dishonesty and by reporting any incidence of academic dishonesty to an instructor or to a university official. Academic dishonesty may include theft of records or examinations, alteration of grades, and plagiarism.

Questions of academic dishonesty in a particular class are first reviewed by the instructor, who must make a report with recommendations to the Chair of the Academic Division. Punishment for academic dishonesty will be determined by the instructor and the Chair of the Academic Division and may range from an 'F' grade for the work in question to an 'F' for the course to suspension or dismissal from the University.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one's own. Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author. Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism. Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3. Submitting as one's own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.

In the cases of alleged academic dishonesty (such as plagiarism, cheating, claiming work not done by the student, or lying) where a faculty member observes or discovers the dishonesty, the faculty members may choose to confront the student and handle the matter between the faculty member and the student, or the faculty member may choose to refer the incident to the Chair or Graduate Program Director. (If the Chair or the Director is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Associate Provost; if the Associate Provost is the instructor in question, the concern should be directed to the Executive Vice President and Provost.) If the faculty member chooses to confront the situation and it is not satisfactorily resolved between the faculty member and the student, the matter may then be referred or appealed to the Chair or Director.

In either case, the Chair or Graduate Program Director may choose to 1) resolve the matter through a meeting with both the student and the faculty member, or 2) refer the matter to the Executive Vice President and Provost. The findings, in either case, are final.

Writing Standards

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments
Note: The final examination will be based on the study guide.  The study guide is included so that you will know what material to focus on when you are reading.  Although it is recommended that you take notes pursuant to the study guide throughout the quarter, you DO NOT have to submit responses to the study guide to me.  The Final Examination will be based on the study guide and the items on the study guide will be reinforced by the weekly discussions.

Holidays:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, January 15, 2007, and President’s Day, February 19, 2007.

Reading Assignments 

Week 1:
Read Chapters 1 through 3 in The American Age
Week 2:
Read Chapters 4 through 6 in The American Age
Week 3:
Read Chapters 7 and 8 in The American Age
Week 4:
Read Chapters 9 and 10 in The American Age
Week 5:
Read Chapters 11 and 12 in The American Age
Week 6:
Read Chapters 13 and 14 in The American Age
Week 7:
Read Chapters 15 and 16 in The American Age
Week 8:
Read Chapters 17 and 18 in The American Age
Week 9:
Read Chapters 19 and 20 in The American Age
Final Examination Information and Instructions:

Date:

Saturday, March 17, 2006

Time:

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Location:
Chaminade University of Honolulu



3140 Waialae Avenue



Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 



Links to directions to Chaminade and a map of the campus.

http://www.chaminade.edu/misc/flashMap.php
http://www.chaminade.edu/misc/map.html
If you are taking the course from a remote location, you need to find a proctor and make arrangements with Donna Yoshimura in the Accelerated Undergraduate Program/Off-Campus Evening Program office.  The OCEP/AUP office has to approve your proctor, and they will arrange for the examination to be sent to your proctor.  Ms. Yoshimura can be reached at dyoshi@chaminade.edu or (808) 735-4755.

The final examination is comprised of two parts.

Part One is short answer and is based on the key terms and phrases that appear in the Reading Assignments and Study Guide.  Your responses should briefly identify the historical significance and the most import facts associated with each term or phrase.  This section will account for twenty-five percent (25%) of your grade for the final examination.

Part Two of the examination is comprehensive essay.  Evaluation will be based upon how well you organize your responses and the degree to which you support your statements with concrete historical data.  Responses to each question should be two to three pages in length and should be organized into paragraphs and include an introduction and conclusion.  Also, your essay should include some critical analysis and not be primarily a recitation of historical facts.  It is recommended that you prepare an outline before you start to compose; an outline will help you to stay focused and organized.  This section will account for seventy-five percent (75%) of your grade for the final examination.
A final examination study guide—a condensed version of the course study guide—will be posted toward the end of the term.

The examination is closed-book, closed notes.  Please bring your own notebook paper and pens, and be sure to bring a picture I.D.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Please do not forget to submit an electronic AND hard copy of your paper at the time you take the final examination.  


Please send me a copy of your research paper as a MS Word document AND submit a hardcopy of your research paper to me at the time of the final examination.  Again, if you taking the examination from a remote location, you must make arrangements with the OCEP/AUP office to arrange for a proctor; the OCEP/AUP office must approve the proctor and will fax your examination to the appropriate location.  E-mail Donna Yoshimura at dyoshi@chaminade.edu or call her at (808) 735-4755 to make the appropriate arrangements.  Please keep me posted as to when and where you will take the final.  Submit your research paper to your proctor or mail a hardcopy of your paper to me in care of the OCEP/AUP office:


Ms. Kris Matsumoto, Instructor


C/O Mr. Skip Lee

Director, Off-Campus Evening Program


Chaminade University


3140 Waialae Avenue


Honolulu, HI 96816

Finally, toward the end of the quarter, you will have the opportunity to sign up to take the final examination at selected military bases.  You are welcome to take advantage of this opportunity—you do not need to ask for my permission--but let me know and remember to submit both an electronic and a hardcopy of your paper with your final examination.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or if I can assist you in anyway.  I look forward to your participation in the class.  Have a great quarter.
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