Performing Arts 201-10-2: Introduction to Motion Pictures

                Chaminade University -- AUP



Summer Interim 2007

Location: Schofield Barracks

Dates: June 13. 15, 16, 18, 20, 23, 25, 27 and 29 

Time: Weekdays 5:30-9:40pm, Saturdays: 10am-2:10pm

Instructor: Bill Bauer, M.A.

E-mail: william.bauer@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Course Description:

This course offers a study of the aesthetic and technical aspects of motion pictures, with emphasis on the filmmaking elements. It includes viewing and critiquing a variety of films that incorporate formal expressions such as mise-en-scene, color, sound, editing, and cinematography. The course will explore different genres and auteurs, as well as cultural and historical perspectives. Film is not only entertainment but an art form. Through critical analysis and discussion the art of moving pictures will be explored and appreciated. Films screened in class will comprise the bulk of the reading; however, there may be additional outside viewing plus the reading of the text: The Art of Watching Films. Assignments will consist of take-home quizzes, two papers, and a final exam. A viewing journal is required. Be advised that some of the films have an “R” rating.

Course Outcomes:

 By the end of the term students will be able to demonstrate the following:

1. Develop analytical skills in order to closely read and write about film. This includes the language of film and cinematic techniques.

2. Become a skilled and informed viewer of motion pictures.

3. Understand the various approaches to film studies.

4. Incorporate components of effective writing in order to convey original ideas concerning films that can be expressed in an essay.

5. Engage in active discussion through critical thinking of film as an art form while maintaining a respectful nature of others who have diverse opinions.

Required Text:

Boggs, Joseph M., and Dennis W. Petrie. The Art of Watching Films. 6th ed. Boston: McGraw Hill, 2004.

Required Materials:

Composition notebook for journal writing and in-class assignments

College dictionary and thesaurus (recommended)

Access to computer and printer

Access to the Internet for email and WebCT 

Course Policies:

Statement of Academic Honesty: Plagiarism and recycling of papers are unacceptable practices. Plagiarism is cheating and an academic offense; it includes buying papers, copying sections of papers, using entire papers, downloading and using papers from the internet, etc.  All work must be original—written for this course—and solely the work of the student. A student handing in an assignment that has been written in whole or in part by another person or which has been copied in whole or in part from a source or sources without proper documentation will automatically receive an "F" on the assignment and may fail the course with an F for academic dishonesty.
Instances of cheating/plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Students for further disciplinary action.

Promptness: Tardiness will count against you if you are consistently late.
Participation: Being physically present is not enough to ensure you are meeting attendance criteria. At the minimum you must be awake and alert (especially during film showings), have the appropriate text and assignments with you, and attend to what is going on in the class (i.e. actively participate in group discussions). If you are not in class, you will not be able to hear, see or participate in important lessons and you will fall behind. Because this class is of a short duration, only one unexcused absence will be allowed. Anything more will alter your grade. Excused absences must be for medical or emergency reasons and be documented. 
Deadlines: Late assignments will be penalized, and an absence is not an excuse for turning in an assignment late. All written work must meet the standard writing requirements set forth by CUH and will be evaluated using a rubric designed to meet these requirements. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless you are deployed or I authorize it.

Papers:All papers must be typed and double-spaced without using unnecessarily large margins or fonts.  I will not accept any late papers.  Some papers or discussions must be turned in on time via WebCT: acad.chaminade.edu/online if so advised.

Classroom decorum: Please turn off all cell phones, ipods, and other electronic devices upon entering the classroom. Laptops may only be used for taking notes. Treat the instructor and fellow students as you would want to be treated: listening with respect, using appropriate language, keeping your mind open to others’ ideas, trying to avoid pre-judging opinions that differ from your own.

Course Requirements:

1. Students are expected to complete all reading assignments every day and be prepared for class discussions and quizzes.

2. Films shown in class should also be seen a second time especially when writing about it. They can be rented at your local video shop or Netflix or may even be available at Schofield Library.

3. Write two essays: one 3-4 page paper on a particular aspect of filmmaking and a 6-7 page paper on a selected topic or filmmaker.

4. Final comprehensive exam—multiple choice, T or F, and short essay from film clips.

Grading:

Attendance and Participation:

15%

Journal, quizzes, and exam

35%

Essay One (2-3 pages)

15%

Essay Two (5-6 pages)

25%

In-class assignments


10% 






100%

Grading Scale:

A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner


C
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work

F
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

A=  90-100%

B=  80-89%

C=  70-79%

D=  60-69%

F=  0-59%

Writing Standards [from General Catalog]

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.
Schedule of Weekly Assignments
Additional assignments and readings may be given as the semester progresses. Some class discussions may be posted to WebCT. Any changes to the syllabus will be given in class as a written addendum. This schedule is subject to change by instructor, and students are responsible for all announced/posted changes.

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT: LOSING IT OR NOT READING IT ARE NOT EXCUSES FOR NOT KNOWING WHAT’S IN IT!

June 13

Introductions and syllabus review

What makes film an art form

Reading: The Art of Watching Films (AWF), Chapters 1 and 2 (for next class)

Film: Charlie Chaplins’s Modern Times 
Writing: Journal and take-home quiz

June 15
Reading: AWF, Chapters 1 and 2

Discussion: Genres, themes, and film analysis

Film: Roman Polanski’s Chinatown 

Writing: Journal and take-home quiz

June 16

Reading: AWF, Chapter 3

Discussion: Dramatic elements 

Film: Stanley Kubrick’s Paths of Glory  
Writing: Journal and take-home quiz

June 18

Reading: AWF, Chapter 4 and mise-en-scene (handout)

Discussion: Visual design and setting

Film: Coen brother’s Fargo
Writing: Journal and take-home quiz, also Essay One (due June 20)

June 20

Reading: AWF, Chapters 5 and 7

Discussion: Photography and color 

Film: Orson Welles’s Citizen Kane
Writing: Journal and take-home quiz, Essay One due

June 22

Reading: AWF, Chapter 6

Discussion: Editing 
Film: Michael Curtiz’s Casablanca
Writing: Journal and take-home quiz

June 23

Reading: AWF, Chapters 8 and 9

Discussion: Sound and music

Film: Lawrence Kasdan’s The Big Chill 
Writing: Journal and take-home quiz

June 25
Reading: AWF, Chapter 10

Discussion: Importance of acting

Film: Curtis Hanson’s Wonder Boys
Writing: Journal and take-home quiz

June 27

Reading: AWF, Chapter 11

Discussion: Director as auteur

Film: Robert Altman’s MASH
Writing: Journal and take-home quiz, also Essay Two (due June 29)

June 29

Reading: AWF, Chapter 12

Discussion: Watching, analyzing, and evaluating films

Film: TBA

Writing: Essay Two due

Final Exam: take online

Additional Films for Analysis:

(Some of these are available at Sullivan Library and possibly at Schofield; otherwise, they should be available at any video store or Netflix.)

American Beauty

Annie Hall

Apocalypse Now

Basic Instinct

The Best Years of Our Lives

Bonnie and Clyde

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid

Close Encounters of the Third Kind

Do the Right Thing

Forrest Gump

The French Connection

Full Metal Jacket

The Godfather

It’s a Wonderful Life

The Magnificent Seven

The Maltese Falcon

McCabe and Mrs. Miller

Natural Born Killers

North by Northwest

Out of Africa

Pleasantville

Platoon

Pulp Fiction

Reservoir Dogs

Serpico

Taxi Driver

2001: A Space Odyssey

Unforgiven

The Wild Bunch
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