Chaminade University

ENG 102: Expository Writing

Spring, 2007

Section 05: MWF 10-1:50am, F253

Section 12: TR 2-3:20pm, F250

Instructor:  Mary L. McCarrick 

Office: 206H Henry Hall

Phone: 739-8534

Office Hours: M 11am-12pm; T 3:30-4:30, and by appointment

Email: mmccarri@chaminade.edu
Alternate email: mmccarrick@yahoo.com
Course Description and goals

This course is designed to provide students with practice in writing polished expository and argumentative prose. Focus will be on summarizing, analyzing, synthesizing, criticizing readings and preparing research papers. The emphasis is on logical thinking and research. The MLA format for documenting and citing research papers will also be highlighted, as well as research skills in university libraries. Students also gain practice in revising and editing for clarity, organization, and correct use of Standard American English. 

Required textbooks

Petracca, Michael, and Madeleine Sorapure. Common Culture: Reading and Writing About American Popular Culture. 5th ed. ISBN # 0132202670

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition

Other suggested purchases

Two - 3.5” HD Formatted diskettes or large storage jump drive

American Heritage Dictionary & Roget’s Thesaurus are optional, but strongly recommended.

Classroom policies

I run a safe classroom, which means I will not tolerate anything that can be construed as harassment toward other students or myself. If you at any time feel you are being singled out for harassment of any kind in the class, please see me immediately. The situation will be dealt with swiftly and with discretion. 

Attendance

Your participation and attendance in class are vital to developing your own writing strategies and working with your classmates who will make up our writing community.  Since there will be much discussion and writing practice, your regular participation is required. There will be random quizzes during class, and you will not be permitted to make up these quizzes if you miss them. If you do miss class, please do not email or call me to find out what you missed. I do not give private lectures to fill you in on what you should have gotten if you had gone to class. Find a study buddy or get with your peer editor to find out what you missed, and follow your syllabus for due dates and assignments

Participation

You will work quite a bit with both your classmates and me, responding to readings, writing informally in class, providing feedback, and discussing your own writing with others. Your consistent and conscientious participation in these activities is required and will affect your final grade.

Final grade

Final breakdown of grade will be as follows:

Quizzes – 40 points

Final Exam   - 10 points

Homework  (research assignments & exercises) – 20 pts

Final Portfolio – 30 pts

Grading scale

Grading scale is as follows:

100-90 pts = A

89-80 pts   = B

79-70 pts   = C

69-60 pts   = D

59 pts and below = F
Quizzes and Final Exam

Quizzes will be given during class periods and may or may not be announced ahead of time. This means it’s important for you to prepare for each class by doing all reading assignments for that day, and by reviewing lecture notes. It’s a good idea to bring your books to class since sometimes you’ll be able to use them in a quiz. The exceptions to this are the MLA quiz and the research/library quiz. I will announce the dates for the MLA quiz, and you’ll be able to use your MLA handbook only on that quiz. The research quiz will be done outside of class. Your final exam will be cumulative and focus on all information covered during the semester. Depending on the type of exam given, you may or may not be able to use your books.

Homework

Homework assignments will be given during the semester as we work on specific writing, researching, documenting and citing skills. These are great ways to get practice and to make points. 

Final Portfolio & Grading of papers

This class will operate under a grade free zone when it comes to your papers. This means I will read your drafts and make comments, but not assign letter grades. You will then be able to do revisions of your papers to include in the final portfolio, which will receive a letter grade at the end of the term. This method enables you to see the importance of and concentrate on the revision process. In the case of several errors, I will note these errors on the first page or two, and after that it will be YOUR responsibility to look for these errors throughout the rest of the paper. Your quizzes and journal will receive letter grades.  Near midterm I will let you know how you’re doing in class through individual conferences. 

The final portfolio will consist of your two best papers written for class; these will be full essays with research, and will not be the homework assignments.  The papers must have been turned in initially as a draft, and I must have read the paper at least once and left comments before you turn it in as a part of the portfolio. You will also include one in-class essay. As you will write at least two in class essays throughout the term, I will keep the essays written by you in class, but not look at them, and then return them to you the final day of class so that you can decide which one to include in your portfolio. I will then read each portfolio and assign a score up to 30 points. You will have several opportunities throughout the semester to bring in drafts for workshopping. You may bring them to class on workshop days, or you may bring them by my office during office hours. The more you workshop and get feedback on your papers from myself and others, the better your writing will become. Please note that all portfolios must include your two best essays plus one of the in class essays. Any portfolio not having all three essays will receive an F.

PREPARATION OF PAPERS

All papers must be typed or computer generated, double-spaced, with 1” margins.  See proofreading guide for helpful tips.  Papers should have your name, course and location, my name, and date in the upper left corner of first page. 

Ex:  Jane Smith

       ENG 102

       McCarrick

       January 16, 2007

Always title your paper!  There is no need for a title page, however. Beginning with the second page, your name and page number should appear in the upper right-hand corner.  

Ex: Smith -2-

Make sure print is dark, as light papers will be returned without grades and will have to be resubmitted with legible print.

Late Papers

All papers are due at the beginning of class on the due dates listed under Assignments. Late work will not be accepted. There are NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE!  However, should you foresee a problem, please submit to me in writing a request for extension at least one week in advance of the paper due date. Under no circumstances will missing class excuse you from turning in an essay or assignment. 

Plagiarism

The American Heritage Dictionary defines plagiarism as the act of using and passing off as one’s own the ideas or writings of another.  For writers and scholars, plagiarism is dishonest, dishonorable, and very, very serious.  Disciplinary action will be taken against anyone found stealing another writer’s words or thoughts.  I will discuss plagiarism and ways to properly cite author’s works in your own texts throughout the semester.  Should you have questions regarding proper usage of citations within your papers, consult the MLA Handbook or see me. Always save your research until you receive a final course grade. Be prepared to present your research and notes on a paper at any time during the semester.
A word about composition classes

Students often tell me that my composition classes are extremely challenging. You will do one of two things in this class, work, or not work. If you work, you will learn. You will find out how to do the kind of library research expected in upper division classes, how to write the kind of academic papers professors within a university expect, how to properly document and cite all your sources to protect yourself from charges of plagiarism, and you’ll have ample opportunities to work on your own writing style and become proficient academic writers. 

If you work, you will face challenges, but in meeting each challenge you will gain confidence as writers and students. Composition is not easy – it’s not supposed to be. College is not easy, and it is not for everyone. Those who succeed in composition and in college must be serious about their education, driven to succeed, and not willing to settle for the mediocre. 

If you are serious about learning how to write academically, you are in the right class. If you are not serious, you will struggle. 

Pay attention to due dates. I do not accept late papers. Come to class regularly. Do your assignments. Don’t make excuses. Push yourself to succeed and you will. Ask for help when needed. Don’t be afraid to call me or email me with questions. Speak up in class and become an active participant. This is YOUR class. YOU paid for it. What you get out of it is what you will put into it. 

Good luck, have fun, and welcome to a roller coaster ride into the world of a writer!
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Schedule of Assignments

Spring 2007

	DATE


	ACTIVITY/ASSIGNMENTS

	WEEK 1
	DISCUSSION: Syllabus, sample essay



	WEEK 2
	DISCUSSION: Reading Critically; Analytical Writing; Reflective Writing; receive first research assignment

READING: Common Culture Chapter 1



	WEEK 3
	DISCUSSION: Writing from Examples; receive first paper assignment

READING: Common Culture Chapter 3

RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT # 1 DUE BY 11:59PM 2/3



	WEEK 4
	DISCUSSION:  MLA Documentation and citation format (bring MLA book to class starting this week)

READING: Handouts given in class



	WEEK 5
	DISCUSSION:  Paraphrases, Summaries, Brackets, Ellipsis

READING: Handouts given in class

PAPER # 1 EXAMPLES DUE by 2/15/16



	WEEK 6
	Discussion: Building a research question and creating rough outlines; assign research project 3; in class essay 1; assign comparison/contrast essay: thesis workshop

READING: Common Culture Chapter 4



	WEEK 7
	MLA QUIZ!!

This quiz will take all class sessions this week




Weeks 8-16 schedule TBA!

