History 305: Contemporary American History, Politics and Culture
Chaminade University

Spring 2007
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”





—George Santayana 

“The past resembles the future as water resembles water.”








—Ibn Khaldun

Jennifer Tope

Phone:  316-361-0203  PLEASE CALL ONLY FROM 9:00AM-8:00PM

Email: jennifer.tope@adjunct.chaminade.edu or jdaytope@yahoo.com
Office hours:  By appointment 

Prerequisites: Any 100 or 200 level history course. 

Texts:  On Our Own: Americans in the Sixties by Douglas Miller
Evaluation:  

30%
Final Exam

25%
Mid-term Exam

20% 
Quizzes

20%
6-8 page paper

5%
Attendance and participation

Note on Attendance and class participation:  Attendance is mandatory and is very important—most students will find it impossible to do well in this class without regular attendance and participation.  If you miss class, you are still responsible for the material or any announcements—the teacher can not be responsible for anything you may have missed.  It is your responsibility to contact the professor or a classmate if you would like to know what you may have missed in class or need any assistance.  You will be marked down for excessive absences.  

Course Objectives:  

· To gain knowledge of contemporary United States history and gain a better understanding of the modern world

· To improve writing and analytical skills

Course description: Analyses of the forces that shaped contemporary America, focusing on the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement and the counter-cultural movements of the 1960's. 

Schedule
Class 1—April 5

Introduction to the class





Background on the United States after World War II
Class 2—April 12

American life after World War II, Truman, the Cold War and the 
Korean War




Read chapter 1
Class 3—April 19

The Civil Rights Movement and Eisenhower




Read chapter 2




QUIZ #1
Class 4—April 26

Civil Rights and the Cold War under Kennedy




Read chapter 3-4
Class 5—May 3


MID-TERM
Class 6—May 10

Johnson, Civil Rights and the Vietnam War




Read chapter 5-6
Class 7—May 17

The Sixties 




Read chapter 7-8
Class 8—May 24

The 1970’s




Read chapter 9




QUIZ #2




Last day to turn in rough draft of paper for instructor to review (optional)
Class 9—May 31

America Today




Read chapter 10 & epilogue 
Class 10—June 7

FINAL EXAM--PAPER DUE
Papers:  The paper topic may be chosen by the student, but the paper must be on a subject within the scope of the class.  You must have your paper topic approved by the instructor.  (This is for the student’s benefit—nearly all topics are approved.)  The paper must have at least three sources, of which two must be a book or scholarly article.   If you have never written a college level paper, and do not know how to properly cite sources, etc. you are strongly encouraged to ask the professor for guidance.  Paper must have standard margins, standard 12 point font and be double spaced.  More information and guidance will be given in class.  If you miss class when the instructor gives further details on the paper, the instructor is not responsible for information you may miss.    Students have the option of turning in a draft of their paper and have the instructor critique it before turning in the final draft.  

Students found to have committed plagiarism (or cheating in other ways) will be given a zero on the paper and could be subject to further disciplinary action.

General Writing Tips for History Students

· There are numerous books on how to write papers—if you need to, get one.
· Do not unnecessarily put something in quotes that you could simply rephrase and cite the source.  Only put it in quotes if you feel you can not paraphrase it or write it just as effectively.

· Always put quotation marks after punctuation.  For example:   history.” Or history?” or history,” or history.’

· Make sure all your tenses are consistent throughout the paper; usually this will mean past tense.  Do not switch back and forth.  Also make sure that you do not write things like “many house” when you mean “many houses.”

· NEVER use “I,” “me,” or any reference to yourself.  

· NEVER use contractions in formal writing.  (don’t, won’t)  Use it in emails and informal writing all you want, but you do not use contractions in papers.

· If you are not sure about commas, try reading the passage aloud and figure out where there is a natural pause—probably a good place for a comma.

· Do not just rely on spell check—it is a computer, it does not actually have a human brain and therefore will not catch many mistakes.  For example, it will not catch a mistake it you wrote there instead of their.

· 6-8 page paper means at least 2,000 words, page numbers will of course vary due to font size, etc.  Use 12 point font please and double space.  

· When referring to a person, use both first and last name the first time, afterward, use their last name only.

· This is a RESEARCH paper, meaning you will have to do research.  For sources, you need to have books and/or scholarly articles, not just web sources or your textbook.  The point is to do research, just searching the web and reading your book is not really very much research.  

· When doing research, try to find the most recent books and articles.  

· Numbers:  If over 10, just write the number.  If fewer than 10, spell it out.

· Pay attention to your organization.  For the most part, your paper should be in chronological order.  Don’t talk about 1918 and then go back to talking about 1890, unless you have some reason for doing so; occasionally you will have a need to do this.  If you do need to refer back to something years before, there should be some sort of a transition so it is not confusing.    

· When using quotes that are more than four lines, indent the quote, use no quotation marks, single space, depending on what style you are using.  

· AVOID PLAGARISM.  If you are using someone else’s words, cite your source.   If caught, and the plagiarism is obviously intentional, expect to flunk the course.  There are many websites that tell you how to avoid plagiarism and how to cite sources.


 For example, http://sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm


http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets.shtml


http://www.hamilton.edu/writing/style/research.html


http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/index.cfm
