EN101 20: Introduction to Expository Writing

Chaminade University -- AUP

Spring 2007



  Location: Kaneohe MCBH

 Tuesday
1730-2140


5:30-9:40pm

                          Instructor: Bill Bauer, M.A.

                          E-mail: william.bauer@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Required Texts:

Selby, Norwood, and Pamela S. Bledsoe
 
Writing Simplified: A Composition Guide
Munger, David, ed.



80 Readings for Composition, second edition 
Fincher, David




Fight Club, 20th Century Fox, 1999






American English Dictionary (College edition)







Roget’s Thesaurus (recommended)

Handouts
Course Requirements:

4 Short papers (3 pages each)

2 Revisions

1 Diagnostic essay

Workshops—Peer Review

Personal conferences

Portfolio

Final Exam

This course aims to improve your writing, editing and revising skills, and to enhance your ability to identify and examine rhetorical modes in expository essays and a novella.  Writing and revising improves with practice; therefore, by studying good prose models, like the essays we will read and discuss in this course, you will develop and strengthen your reading comprehension and written rhetorical skills.  

Course Objectives (in addition to those goals listed by the English Department)

· To perfect the use of English grammar and sentence structures

· To demonstrate the ability to critically and analytically read texts

· To demonstrate the ability to create a strong thesis statement and supporting sentences

· To construct coherent and unified essays

· To effectively revise and edit essays

· To identify and employ various rhetorical modes, i.e. definition, description, narration, persuasion, cause and effect, argument, classification, comparison and contrast.

Course Policies:

Statement of Academic Honesty: Plagiarism and recycling of papers are unacceptable practices. Plagiarism is cheating and an academic offense; it includes buying papers, copying sections of papers, using entire papers, downloading and using papers from the internet, etc.  All work must be original—written for this course—and solely the work of the student. A student handing in an assignment that has been written in whole or in part by another person or which has been copied in whole or in part from a source or sources without proper documentation will automatically receive an "F" on the assignment and may fail the course with an F for academic dishonesty.
Instances of cheating/plagiarism will be reported to the Dean of Students for further disciplinary action.

Promptness: Tardiness will count against you as the class is only once a week.
Participation: Being physically present is not enough to ensure you are meeting attendance criteria. At the minimum you must be awake and alert (especially during film showings), have the appropriate text and assignments with you, and attend to what is going on in the class (i.e. actively participate in group discussions). If you are not in class, you will not be able to hear, see or participate in important lessons and you will fall behind.
Deadlines: Late assignments will be penalized, and an absence is not an excuse for turning in an assignment late. Late assignments will be reduced one grade for every day they are late. Assignments turned in later than one week will not be accepted. All written work must meet the standard writing requirements set forth by CUH and will be evaluated using a rubric designed to meet these requirements. Emailed assignments will not be accepted unless you are deployed.
Classroom decorum: Please turn off all cell phones, ipods, and other electronic devices upon entering the classroom. Laptops may only be used for taking notes. Treat the instructor and fellow students as you would want to be treated: listening with respect, using appropriate language, keeping your mind open to others’ ideas, trying to avoid pre-judging opinions that differ from your own.

Papers:All papers must be typed and double-spaced without using unnecessarily large margins or fonts.  I will not accept any late papers.  Some papers must be turned in on time via WebCT: acad.chaminade.edu/online  

In addition to submitting papers online, be prepared to bring in multiple hard copies of your essays to class during workshop sessions.  At least two of your papers will be revised.  Good revisions will improve your grade.  Remember, all your work must be your own!  Any plagiarized papers or assignments (papers copied from someone else, a text, or the Internet) will receive an ‘F’ grade and you will fail the course.
Workshops:
During workshops, fellow classmates will offer constructive criticism on your papers. You will meet in small groups and review each other’s essays. Workshops are designed to teach you how to revise and correct writing assignments.  Workshop attendance is mandatory.  Missing one workshop will count as missing two classes.

Personal Conferences: Personal conferences offer you an opportunity to discuss your progress in this course with me. In the first conference we will assess your writing technique and focus on thesis development.  The second conference will assess your work as we near the end of the term. 

Assessed Work for EN 101:

Class Participation:

10% (of final mark)

DE/Quizzes/worksheets:
10% (of final mark)
2nd Essay:


15% (of final mark)

3rd Essay:


15% (of final mark)

4th Essay


15% (of final mark)
5th Essay:


15% (of final mark)
Final:



20% (of final mark)


                                                            100%

Grading Scale:


A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner


C
Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work

F
Failed to grasp minimum subject matter; no credit given

A=  90-100%

B=  80-89%

C=  70-79%

D=  60-69%

F=  0-59%

Writing Standards [from General Catalog]

All work submitted by Chaminade University students is expected to meet the following writing standards:

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English.

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely.

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience.

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective.

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material.  In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.
Schedule of Weekly Assignments
Additional assignments and readings may be given as the semester progresses. Some class discussions may be posted to WebCT. Any changes to the syllabus will be given in class as a written addendum. This schedule is subject to change by instructor, and students are responsible for all announced/posted changes.

Week One: Tuesday April 3

Introductions and syllabus review

Discussion:

What is expository writing?

How do I write a text for college?

Are you a reader or a writer?

Writing:

Diagnostic Essay (500 words) post online to WebCT Discussion—not graded but evaluated Due: Friday April 6

Reading: Writing Simplified (WS) by the next class

Overview: The Process of Writing, 1-9

Prewriting: Where to Begin, 10-19

Week Two: April 10 Last Day to add/drop—Monday April 9

Example and Description

Reading: WS—p. 28 #43, pp. 28-29 #44

80 Readings for Composition (RC) pp. 181-188, 197-200

In-class writing: description essay

Week Three: April 17

Classification and Paragraphs

Reading: WS—Writing Effective Paragraphs, 20-27 & pp. 32-34 #48

RC: pp. 80-86 & pp. 36-39

Writing: classification essay  (2 pages) Due: Friday April 20, post to WebCT

Week Four: April 24

Narrative and Essays

Reading: WS—Essays: What to Write About, 28-40 & 42 pp.26-28

RC: pp. 312-318 & pp. 39-43

Viewing: Fight Club

Writing: using narration and description, write about the film (3 pages) Due: Tues. May 1 & bring mutiple copies for peer review
Week Five: May 1

Definition and The Writing Process

Reading: WS—Review: The Writing Process, 54-55 & pp. 29-30 #45

RC: pp. 135-147 & 43-48

Peer Review and Personal Conferences

Week Six: May 8

Comparison and Contrast & Elements of Style

Reading: WS—Elements of Style, 61-64 & pp. 34-35 #49

RC: pp. 66-79 & 86-91

Writing: using comparison and contrast, write an essay about the different styles of nature writers Muir and Lopez (3 pages) Due: Tues. May 15 & bring multiple copies for peer review

Week Seven: May 15

Process & Cause and Effect

Reading: WS—pp. 30-31 #46 & 35-36 #50

RC: pp. 2-11 & 54-57, 208-211, 238-239

Peer Review

Writing: using cause and effect, write an essay concerning either global warming or the Iraq (war on terrorism) War (3 pages) Due: Tues. May 22 & bring multiple copies for peer review

Week Eight: May 22 Last Day to withdraw from class—Monday May 21

Argument and Persuasion

Reading: WS—pp. 36-38 #51 & 52

RC: pp. 91-103, 264-274, & 280-284 

Peer Review and Personal Conferences

Week Nine: May 29

Revision and Review

Revise papers from Essays 3 & 4 (C&C, C&E) from comments from your peers and myself

Review for final exam

Continue Personal Conferences

Week Ten: June 5

Portfolios due

Final Exam 

