CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SPRING SESSION

APRIL 7 – JUNE 9, 2007

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE 211: The Bible as Controversy


INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.

TIME:     Saturdays, 8AM-12:10PM

PHONE:     676-1452


E-MAIL:  mwong2@chaminade.edu

REQUIRED TEXTS:  Borg, Marcus.  2002, Reading the Bible Again For the First Time.

U.S. News Special Edition: Mysteries of the Faith
DESCRIPTION
Modern controversies have arisen over ancient scriptural documents.  They range from questions over biblical fundamentalism to the controversial views promoted by the “Jesus Seminar.”  This course will examine the notion of controversy both “within” and “about” the Bible.  Questions of controversy concerning the creation stories, the history of Israel, the life and actions of Jesus the Jew, the writings of Paul, the Book of Revelation and the historical and contemporary use and abuse of the Bible and its expressions in the world today, will be examined.

OBJECTIVES
*to study the biblical world in a way that allows the element of controversy to emerge with all the challenges this type of study presents

*to specifically study a variety of texts, events, individuals, messages, interpretations of and approaches toward scripture that excite and alarm both believers and non-believers

*to encourage critical use of biblical material utilizing contemporary biblical scholarship including historical, scientific, linguistic and theological tools

*to lead students beyond basic facts to a deeper understanding of the essence of the bible as pertained to their own life’s path

REQUIREMENTS

     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.  If you arrive late to class, or leave early without informing the instructor on the reasons, you will lose attendance points.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.

*CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







20%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm 







15%

Final:







           
20% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student's work will be evaluated for:

*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

  videos, research, outside class activities

*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

April 7


Introduction 




Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 4: p.57ff

April 14

Christianity




Meet at:  Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace




1184 Bishop St. - 8:30AM




Hmwk:
 Read Chapt. 5: p. 85ff

April 21

Pentateuch




Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 6: p. 111ff 

April 28

Prophets




Hmwk:  Midterm Project

May 5


Midterm




Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 9: p. 227ff

May 12

Paul




Hmwk:  Read Chapt. 10: p. 256ff

May 19

Revelation




Hmwk:  Select Topics

May 26

Select Topics




Hmwk:  Prepare for Final Exam

June 2


Review

June 9


Final Exam

*Note: Syllabus subject to change
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