SO/PH/RE#305  Sociology & Philosophy of Religion                             Spring Evening 2007
Instructor:  D. Anderson           (Chaminade Office:  Henry 206-P/735-4867/Home:  947-8922)

[e-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu]


     

Tripler:  4/7-6/9 – 800-1210
Catalogue:  Going beyond examining the validity of proofs for the existence of God, students 

will study religion as a response to the sacred which provides continuity between mythological

ways of experiencing the world and its later rational investigations.  Students will examine

religion as the passionate center of historical change and study the possibilities of a Christian

life in the modern world

GOAL
To engage the student in the human quest for the sacred & to examine the role and place of

religion within the human self and in the midst of human society.  Special consideration will be

given to:  the god question, the nature of human-religious experience, the historical composite  of religious wisdom and praxis, the social function & dysfunction of religion, religious organization and sacral authority, the culture of disbelief and the vitality of the religious spirit 

Objectives

1) to examine the phenomenon of religion from both a philosophical and sociological  

    perspective, identifying the origin and function of religion within the realm of the human

2) to engage the student in consideration of fundamental questions, such as:  the meaning of

    life, the essence of human values for personal and social morality, the relationship between 

    faith & reason / religion & science, variant religious conceptions of evil, death and salvation

3) to expose the realities & tragedies of religious prejudice and conflict as manifest in history

    and as elements afflicting contemporary global politics & the psycho-social well-being of 

    the human multitude

4) to explore the possibilities and challenges of religious pluralism, the landscape of inter-

    religious ecumenism and the mechanisms of inter-religious dialogue & cooperation 

5) to identify some of the vital contributions of different religious personalities, traditions 

    and movements in the on-going terrain of religious experience and the human horizon

Requirements

1) presence and participation in the class sessions scheduled for this course of study

2) reading of assigned materials in preparation for class presentations and discussion

3) satisfactory completion of course projects and exams

Recommendations

1) detailed note-taking during class sessions and underlining of assigned reading materials

2) reading and research of other materials relevant to the course of study

3) articulation of critical questions and comments relevant to the weekly agenda in class gatherings  

Grading

20% class presence & participation


30% course paper



30% mid-course exam




20% final exam

Session
Date
Class Material & Reading Assignments
I.         4/7
Course Introduction

Toward a Definition of Religion (ch 1:  pgs 1-19)

     Understanding the Self (ch 9:  pgs 173-187)

Freedom and the Self (ch 10:  pgs 188-194)

    II.

4/14
Religious Experience (ch 3:  pgs 52-66)

Elements of Religious Experience (ch 4:  pgs 67-92)

    III.

4/21
Knowledge, Belief, Authority, and Tradition (ch 6:  pgs 116-139) 

Ways of Conceiving the Divine (ch 7:  pgs 140-159)

    IV.

4/28
Evil:  Its Reality and Meaning (ch 8:  pgs 160-172)

Sin & Guilt (ch 11:  pgs 195-202)

V.          5/5
Death and the Self (ch 12:  pgs 203-216)

Salvation & Redemption (ch 13:  pgs 217-230)

Mid-Course Review

   VI.

5/12 
Mid-Course Exam


Film

VII.          5/19
The Religious Matrix of Interpersonal Relations (ch 14:  pgs 231-242)

Corporate Expression of Ethical Concerns (ch 15:  pgs 243-267)

VIII.          5/26
Religious Traditions & Social Stability (ch 16:  pgs 268-277)

Religious Traditions and Social Change (ch 17:  pgs 278-301)

IX.           6/2
Human Response to the Natural Process (ch 18:  pgs  302-311) 

                                    Order and Origins (ch 19:  pgs 312-330) 

X.           6/9
Course Conclusion & Evaluation

Final Exam

_______________________________________________________________________________

Course Text:   Exploring Religious Meaning (6th Edition) by Monk et al / Prentice Hall, NJ (2003)

Course Paper:  Each student is to submit a 5 page paper on a selected theme relevant to our  course of study on the sociology & philosophy of religion.  The paper should be typed in a

double-spaced format to be submitted no later than the last class – either in hard copy or via

electronic format.  The theme does not have to be approved.  The following format must be

followed:    
3 pages of presentation on the selected topic



1 page on reason for topic selection



1 page on the relevance of the topic to your life or life in the world today

