RE/PH#425   Spirituality, Science & Religion


   Spring Evening / 2007
Instructor:  D. Anderson           [CUH:  Henry 206-P – Office:  735-4867 / Home:  947-8922]
E-mail:  danderso@chaminade.edu


                         On-line:  Web Ct Course
New Catalogue Course Description
Develops a vision of biblical spirituality that allows for common discourse with the modern 
scientific worldview, particularly biology, physics and cosmology.  This course brings the 
methods of the philosophy of science, theology, and the philosophy of religion to focus on
what the sciences and religions actually do and what their respective perspectives tell us
about our realities.  It will be argued that contrary to the customary image of sciences and

religion locked in conflict, these inquiries actually share a domain of mutual interest that

impacts contemporary spirituality.  

Goal

To probe the interface between science and religion, surveying in both fields lines of
research and development, wisdom and insight, which have emerged over the centuries, which now invite formulation of a coherent world picture that does justice to both.  Varied dimensions of reality will be examined through the eyes of scientists and theologians in hopes of attaining enhanced perception so as to provoke enduring 
response to reality’s mystery and meaning.
Objectives 

1) to expose dimensions of thought, scientific and religious, which may contribute to the
    construction of an enlightened contemporary worldview, be it Christian or otherwise

2) to identify the central questions and general themes that have dominated the fields of 
    and the relations between science and religion through diverse ages and cultures

3) to bridge the gap between two fields long thought to move in opposite directions and

    accordingly to suggest an integrative approach that does justice to both

4) to weigh the contributions of significant scientists and religionists, attentive to the 
    parameters of a dialogue which invites convergence, yet remains cognizant of
    attendant limitations and appropriate differentials 
5) to examine the world from both macro and micro dimensions – with a view toward
    enhancing the role of human beings as participants in a cosmic process that values 

    both the physical & the spiritual, the one & the many, the human & the non-human, 

    the temporal & the eternal
Requirements

1) participation in all on-line coursework:  postings & presentations on WebCt 
2) reading of assigned course text & other posted materials 
3) satisfactory completion of course assignments, projects & examinations
Recommendations

1) reading and research of extra materials relevant to the course of study
2) timely and substantive posting of comments & questions appropriate to course material
3) notebook or journal for recording course data – significant ideas & pieces of information
Sessions
Course Work
      I.

Introduction
(4/3-4/10)
Worldviews


Contrast between Medieval & Modern Worldviews
     II. 

Sciences & Religions re:  Origins – Cosmologies / Myth
(4/11-17)
Interpreting Genesis 1-11
     III.

Entropy & Evolution

(4/18-4/24)
The Anthropic Principle
     IV.

Evolution beyond Man / The Human Future
(4/25-5/1)
The Phenomenon of Death
     V.

Theism & Atheism:  The God of Evolution
(5/2-5/8)
Christ & Evolution


Motives for the Incarnation



The World’s Religions & The Theory of Evolution
     VI.

Christianity in the Key of Evolution
(5/9-5/15)
Global Spiritualities
    VII.

The Problem of Evil in the Context of Science & Religion
(5/16-5/22)
Original Sin
    VIII.

Scientists & Religionists (I)
(5/23-5/29)

     IX.

Scientists & Religionists (II)
(5/30-6/5)

      X.

Course Overview & Evaluation
(6/6-6/12)
Final Exam / Project
___________________________________________________________________________
Course Text:    Spiritual Information (100 Perspectives on Science & Religion)


  Edited by Charles L. Harper, Jr. / Templeton Foundation Press, 2005
Course Assignments:

1) each week post a comment or question that no one else has posted in reference to that 

    week’s material
2) by the end of week VI:  post a 3-page report on the life & work of any one scientist or
    religionist / theologian whose research touches upon the content & direction of the course
3) by the end of week X:   post a paper that states & cites twenty (20) significant ideas or 

    thoughts found scattered throughout the 100 essays that comprise the course text

    [The text is meant to be provocative – to stimulate thinking about a multitude of things

    that relate Science & Religion – it will be a complement to course notes posted each week
- one need not read every essay, but rather those that seem most attractive or manageable]

Note to Students

All courses within the Religious Studies Department have established the following
      Discipline Teaching Goals
Goal One: We will promote faculty and student understanding of the Catholic Intellectual Tradition by engaging its historical achievements and articulations, its integration of faith and reason, and its application of values for the human person and for social transformation

Goal Two: We will promote the integral growth and development of both faculty and students as moral and spiritual persons

Goal Three:  We will foster an understanding of the correlation and interaction between religions and cultures, particularly as lived by the peoples of the Hawaiian Islands and Pacific Rim

Major Program Student Learning Outcomes

Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will demonstrate an understanding of: 

1) Catholic theology, its diversity, historical development and position within the broader Christian and human traditions

2) Christianity and its relationship with other major world religions

3) Ethics, morality and methods of moral decision making in the Christian tradition

4) the Catholic Intellectual Tradition, particularly the Marianist tradition of education 

      for service, social justice and peace 

5) the role of the gospel in both affirming and challenging secular cultural values 

6) the uniqueness of Hawaii and the Pacific Rim as a meeting place for various religious traditions

Outcomes for RE/PH 425:   in some sense all of the above outcomes, but most specifically 
this course seeks to present the Catholic Intellectual Tradition’s reception of & response to

modern science – its views about cosmic origins, the place & task of mankind within the cosmos and the God who stands behind the creation.  Catholic theology’s position on these matters will be considered in relation to global human and religious traditions.  Ethical values
and moral visions will be factored-in to the whole personal human and cosmic drama.
Course Assessment

Student Program Learning Outcomes are linked to and assessed individually through specific components of coursework:  weekly on-line postings of thoughts, comments and

questions; submission of reading & research assignments in an on-line format for all students to read; and satisfactory completion of course examination

