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I. CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION

ED 662  Assessment of Exceptional Children (3 CREDITS)
Quantitative and qualitative assessment of students referred to or enrolled in special education programs. Major topics include behavioral observation, psychometric properties of tests, use of standardized and diagnostic achievement tests, cognitive tests of ability, perceptual-motor tests, and measures of social and emotional functioning.

II.  RATIONALE

With the reauthorization of IDEA, and the recent federal mandate of No Child Left Behind (NCLB), all educators must be highly qualified and therefore equipped to meet the demand of providing instruction and services to Hawaii’s students.  Educators need to be knowledgeable about how children/students are identified, evaluated, provided an appropriate program that meets their needs, and placed in an environment that is the least restrictive.
III. COURSE GOAL:

The goal of this course is to gain an understanding of quantitative and qualitative assessment measures for students referred to or enrolled in special education programs.  Topics include behavioral observation scales, standardized tests, and diagnostic tests, as well as cognitive and perceptual motor tests and alternative informal assessments.  You will develop an understanding and appreciation of the assessment process and its impact on students with special needs.  In order to meet this goal, the following objectives have been established.

IV. LEARNER OUTCOMES:

1. Students will understand the process of assessment and its relationship to 

the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

2. Students will become familiar with current educational achievement tests, 

diagnostic tests, informal assessment techniques, and procedures that are used with special education students.

3. Students will become familiar with observation, criterion-referenced 

testing, curriculum-based and portfolio assessment, and other alternative procedures.

4. Students will learn strategies for assessing behavior and how adaptive 

behavior relates to measures of intelligence.

5. Students will become versed in the issues of intelligence measurement, 

language measurement, perceptual-motor measurement, and early childhood assessment.

6. Students will become acquainted with educational journals, resource 

books and other professional materials relating to the assessment of special education students.

7. Students will become familiar with the issues relating to diversity.

8. Students will interpret a variety of educational, social, and cognitive tests and be able to write clear, meaningful, and measurable educational objectives for students, which are aligned to Hawaii State Standards and individual student’s learning.

V. COURSE TEXTS:

Cohen, Libby G., & Spenciner, Loraine J.  (2003).  Assessment of Children 


and Youth with Special Needs (2nd ed.).  Boston, Mass:  Allyn & Bacon.

Pierangelo, Roger & Giuliani, George J.D., (2006).  The Special Educator’s

Comprehensive Guide to 301 Diagnostic Tests.  San Francisco, CA:  


Jossey-Bass.

VI. COURSE FORMAT

Course format includes online discussions, weekly assignments, and projects.  This course is designed to be interactive through the use of class mail, class forum and e-mail.  The class forums include making required responses, reading responses, and responding to responses.  The instructor will read and respond to class mail each day.  The instructor will ask for feedback relating to course format and content and will provide ongoing feedback to students about their progress.  Students should use the class e-mail for questions and comments on the course content/procedures and I will respond in a timely manner.  Some assignments will be sent to the instructor via course e-mail as attachments
VII. COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Commitment:  Student commitment is very important in this course.  Points will be deducted for the late submittal of any assignment.  A zero will be given for any assignments not turned-in by the last class session.

Incomplete:  An incomplete (I) grade will be given only under emergency situations and much dialogue between the student and instructor has taken place; prior to the deadline for submitted grades to the Registrar’s Office.  Incompletes may be given if the student is unable to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond his/her control.  The student and the instructor must sign the “incomplete contract.” It will specify that the work must be completed within 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade the student would have earned (specified on the incomplete contract).  Since the instructor is available through e-mail and can be reached be cell phone, you will be encouraged and offered assistance to complete course requirements by the end of the course.
Attendance and participation:

     Attendance and participation requirements include online responses to 

     discussions and other activities for each week.  You are expected to

     be engaged in the activities and discussions to receive 100% of the                    
     participation points.  The quality and content of your individual responses to   

     the weekly discussion questions will count toward your weekly participation 

     grade. Please keep up with the weekly course readings, activities and       
     discussion questions to gain the full understanding and necessary practice to

     to meet the course objectives. 

     Late Assignments:


     It is assumed that all students will perform professionally in preparing work 


     required for this class and will submit all assignments by their due date. This 


     course has a heavy workload.  Assignments not received by the respective due

     date will be considered late.  Please contact me if you anticipate work being


     late for a legitimate reason.  Work submitted late without proper authorization


     from me may be marked down.  It is strongly suggested that all assignments be

                 turned in on time.  During the course itself, students will achieve certain 

                 learning outcomes.  All performance assessment will depend upon the


     accomplishment of these outcomes.  It is the responsibility of the student to be 

                 prepared and current for each week.
 Ethical Behavior:
    Each student is expected to maintain high standards of honesty, ethical 

    behavior and academic integrity.  It is assumed that students will perform

    professionally in preparing work required for this course.  All assignments

    submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be the student’s own work
    and created for this course.  All assignments, except those designated as “group

    or team” are meant to represent the effort of each individual student.

      GRADING:

      The point value of assignments and participation is 200.  Letter grades are 

      based on the following system:



180-200
=
A



160-179
=
B

    
A grade of “C” or below will not be credited toward a bachelor’s degree


and the student will have to repeat the course.

Weekly class discussions


100 points (10 points per each week)

Portfolio




25 points
Achievement measures


25 points 

IEP Project
 


50 points

       (200 points total)

VIII.  ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance:  University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered.  If an emergency prevents you from attending, the instructor should be informed.

Incompletes:  Incompletes (I) may be given if the student is able to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond the control of the student.  The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and instructor.  It will specify when the work must be completed.  Usually the work must be completed in 90 days, if it is not; the incomplete will revert to the grade the student would have earned that is specified on the incomplete form.

Intellectual Property:  Plagiarism is the offering of another’s thoughts as one’s own and may include but not limited to the following:
· Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgement to the author.

· Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid changes in plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement of the source is always mandatory.

· Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgement.

· Submitting as one’s original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, lesson plan, or other assignments that has not been prepared by another individual.

Freedom of Expression:  Students are free to express different views than those presented in this course but these diverse views must be grounded in research.  Students are required to complete all assignments and study the materials presented in class whether there is agreement with the specific bodies of knowledge set forth in this course.

Disabilities:   See Student Handbook and Academic Planner, Students with Disabilities Requesting Accommodations, page 84-85.

ASSIGNMENTS:

· Assessment tasks:  Various performance-based assessment tasks relating to course content will be assigned.  There will be informal and formal assessments, quantitative and qualitative measures for assessing elementary and/or secondary students.  Students must go beyond the information in the textbook and web sites to pull together what they have learned to demonstrate their skills to produce an original product.  Several of the assignments require students to make an original post to a specifically created forum and each student must respond to the content, task or discussion questions.
· Performance-based assessment:  Each student will create a 10 – 15 slide portfolio power point presentation on a student.  You will gather the student’s work which will show the student’s progress throughout the quarter.  You may incorporate more than one subject area if you have the student for various subjects.  You may include pictures of the student performing in activities.  Please include graded rubrics and assignments from your lessons, as well as any tests or quizzes that the student has taken. 
· Achievement measures:  Each student will administer, score, and interpret results for four measures of assessment:  three informal measures and one formal measure (Ex.  PIAT).  One of these measures must be in Reading and one in Writing.  For each assessment, administer the test once to familiarize yourself with the procedures, and second or subsequent time under test conditions.  Score and interpret the results and prepare a written report to include:  Assessment Results, Behavioral Observations, Interpretation of Results, and Implications for Learning.  Test protocols with notes should be attached to your typed reports.
· IEP project:  Students will compile a case study of a student with special needs.  Students will use assessment data (from the assessment measures described above) and interpretation to create an Individual Education Plan to include a meaningful PLEP statement (Present Levels of Educational Performance), relevant learning goals and objectives, and accommodations that match Hawaii State Standards and the student’s learning needs.  Please use the attached IEP template to submit your work.
COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1

Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapters 1, 2
Chapter 1:  Looking at Assessment

Chapter 2:  Involving Families and Being Responsive to Diversity

Introduction to Assessment Issues and IEP determination

Preview of the course

Homework due on:  April 8, 2007
Week 2

Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapters 3, 4

Chapter 3:  Norms and Test Scores

Chapter 4:  Reliability and Validity

Homework due on:  April 15, 2007
Week 3
Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapters 5

Chapter 5:  Observation, Interview, and Conferencing Skills

Homework due on:  April 22, 2007
Week 4
Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapters 6, 7

Chapter 6:  Achievement: Overall performance

Chapter 7:  Performance-Based, Authentic, and Portfolio Assessments
Homework due on:  April 29, 2007

Achievement Measures project is due.

Week 5

Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapters 8, 9, 10

Chapter 8:  Reading

Chapter 9:  Written Language

Chapter 10:  Oral Language

Homework due on May 6, 2007
Week 6

Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapter 11

Chapter 11:  Mathematics

Homework due on:  May 13, 2007
Performance-based assessment power point presentation is due.
Week 7
Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapters 12, 13, 14

Chapter 12:  Development of Young Children

Chapter 13:  Cognitive Development

Chapter 14:  Adaptive Skills

Homework due on:  May 20, 2007

Week 8

Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapters 15, 16

Chapter 15:  Behavior in the Classroom

Chapter 16:  Sensory and Motor Abilities

Homework due on May 27, 2007

Week 9

Read Assessment of Children and Youth with Special Needs:
Chapters 17, 18, 19

Chapter 17:  Youth in Transition

Chapter 18:  Interpreting Tests and Writing Reports

Chapter 19:  Implementing Program Evaluation

Homework due on June 3, 2007

Week 10

Final IEP project is due on June 10, 2007.
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