CHAMINADE  UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SPRING EVENING SESSION

April 3 - June 5, 2007
CAMP SMITH CAMPUS

COURSE:  RE/ENV 311: Environmental Ethics
INSTRUCTOR:     Dr. Malia Dominica Wong, O.P.

TIME:     Tuesdays, 5:30-8:40PM

PHONE:     676-1452


E-MAIL:  mwong2@chaminade.edu
REQUIRED TEXTS:  *Kinsley, David: Ecology and Religion, Prentice-Hall, 1995.

*Easton, Thomas and Theodore Goldfarb: Taking Sides:  Clashing Views 


On Controversial Environmental Issues, McGraw-Hill, 2007.
DESCRIPTION
Examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic and Asian ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies.  Fulfills interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

OBJECTIVES
*to demonstrate an understanding of morality and ethics and how they impact ecology and environmental issues

*to develop and apply a model for moral decision-making 

*to compare and contrast ways that the world’s religions are engaging the environmental crisis and how that engagement is changing them and their practitioners

*to demonstrate an understanding of the potentials for religious traditions to contribute to the solutions for the moral dilemmas created by the contemporary environmental crisis

*to demonstrate a personal commitment to life-enhancing action

REQUIREMENTS

     Students are to come to each class prepared by having read the assigned readings, completed any other homework assignments and being ready for in-class activities.  If you arrive late to class, or leave early without informing the instructor on the reasons, you will lose attendance points.

GRADING

     Grading will be based upon regular class attendance, class work, homework, projects, quizzes, participation, and effort.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font only.  1-1/2 inch margins.  Extra credit-- events and topics to be discussed as the occasion arises.  Note: communication with the teacher is essential if you have any concerns, are called away on duty, etc.

*CATEGORIES:

 



WEIGHTING:

Attendance:







20%

Class Participation:






10%

Reflection Papers:






15%




Homework:







10%

Quizzes:







10%

Midterm 







15%

Final:







           
20% 
100
90-100:  A
80-89:  B
70-79:  C
60-69:  D
59 and below:  (
LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT

All student's work will be evaluated for:

*knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions,

  videos, research, outside class activities

*ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society

*understanding of the subject matter from different viewpoints

MIDTERM

     

“Fake food -- I mean those patented substances chemically flavored and 
mechanically bulked out to kill the appetite and deceive the gut -- is unnatural, almost 
immoral, a bane to good eating and good cooking.”  Julia Child (1912-2004)



“Many scientists now feel that these “plastic” unnatural foods have created a form 
of chemically aided neurophysiological degeneration and may be directly responsible for 
the increase in crime, obesity, asthma, hyperactivity and learning disabilities in children.”  
-Frankenfoods

	I.  Bring in a healthy food/dish to share

     *Note:  You can check list of GMO/non-GMO foods at:  True Food Now!:


http://www.truefoodnow.org/shoppersguide/guide_printable.html

	



 II.   Choose one of the topics (or another area of your interest), to research upon and 

       present your findings in a 3-5 minute speech in relation to the food you bring in.

	
	a.  Methods and Mechanisms for Genetic Manipulation of Plants

	
	b.  Unintended Effects from Breeding

	
	c.  Adverse Impacts of Food on Human Health: toxicity, nutritional deficiency,                                 and allergenicity

	
	d.  Dangers of “Farm Raised”

	
	e.  Methods and Mechanisms of Genetic Manipulation and Cloning of Animals
f.  Raw vs. Cooked or Processed

g.  Natural or Unnatural:  The Economical Choice 

h.  Ethics of Natural and Unnatural Foods

i.  Religious Influence and Food Choices


                                                                                      [image: image1.wmf]
Apr. 3


Introduction




Hmwk: Readings/*Summary




1.
ER:  Assigned chapter from Traditional Religions





2.
TS:  Issue 8, p. 134ff



*1 page summary on your stance given the pros/cons.

Apr. 10


Traditional Religions and Environmental Impact




Hmwk:
 Readings/Summary 




1.  ER:  Chapt. 12:  Contemporary Ecotheology, p. 164-174





2.  TS:  Issue 2, p. 20ff
Apr. 17


Chinese Religions, Philosophy and Politics






Hmwk:  Readings/Summary





1.  ER:  Chapt. 7:  Buddhism: Eco. Themes, p. 84-98





2.  TS:  Issue 16, p. 280ff
Apr. 24


Contemporary Ecotheology



Hmwk:  Readings/Summary 




1.  ER:  Chapt. 5:  Hinduism:  Ecological Themes, p. 54-67





2.  ER:  Chapt 13:  Animal Rights & Ecological Ethics, p. 178-183





3.  TS:  Issue 14, p. 248ff
May 1


No class Tuesday evening, meet *Saturday, May 5th 




Covanta H-Power Energy Plant, (Hawaii Recycling Services 




and Hawaii Metals)




8:30AM:  Campbell Industrial Park
 *Must wear closed shoes.




*Hmwk:  2 ½ page Reaction Paper



May 8


Food, Ahimsa, Genetic Engineering; Midterm




Hmwk:  Readings/Summary





1.  ER:  Chapt.  6:  Chinese Religions: Eco. Themes, p. 68-83





2.  TS:  Issue 3, p. 34ff
May 15

Buddhist Religions and DDT




Hmwk:  Readings/Summary




1.  ER:  Assigned reading from Christianity and Eco. Themes





2.  TS:  Issue 13, p. 234ff

May 22

Christianity and Population Growth




Hmwk:  Area of interest:  One reading from ER and TS to report on 



next week *Oral report:  no paper
May 29

Areas of interest



Hmwk:  Prepare for final exam
June 5


Final Exam

*Note: Syllabus subject to change.  

1

