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I. 
Course Description


This course is designed to provide information for educators on the various Language Arts instructional approaches, strategies, techniques, and assessment methods used for students with mild/moderate disabilities in reading, spelling, and writing.

II.
COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

A)
Goals: CEC standards 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, and10.

1.
To provide background information on the various components 
and stages of reading.



2.
To provide information on various developmental reading 




methods/programs to improve reading performance of 




students at any stage of reading development.
3.
To provide information on various formal and informal assessment 
and evaluation procedures.



4.
To provide information for instructing students with reading 



difficulties that can be applied to any content area.

B)
Course objectives: HTSB standards I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, and X.



Students will:

1.
Describe the developmental stages of the reading process from prereading to highly skilled reading.

2.
Discuss skills and strategies to teach the four components of reading acquisition: decoding, comprehension, fluency, and content area reading.



3.
Describe the characteristics of students who experience reading difficulties.



4.
Demonstrate the ability to identify problems associated with 



reading difficulties, including those related to culturally and 



linguistically diverse students.

5.
Demonstrate the ability to design, select and use assessment and evaluation techniques for planning instructional reading programs for students with reading difficulties.

6.
Demonstrate the ability to adapt general education curricula in teaching reading to students with reading difficulties.

7.
Demonstrate the ability to select, modify, and evaluate instructional reading methods, materials and programs to fit the specific needs of individual students with reading difficulties.



8.
Demonstrate the ability to utilize multicultural materials and 



strategies to improve students' reading performance.

9.
Demonstrate a variety of teaching techniques and strategies, including the use of technology, that address reading difficulties.

III.
TEXT

Required Texts/Readings: McCormick, Sandra. (2007).  Instructing students who have literacy problems (5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill, Prentice Hall.


Assigned Readings:  Additional current journal articles, etc. related to subject matter as distributed by the Instructor.


IV.
FORMAT

Time: Time is flexible since it is held online. The week begins and ends on Mondays. Weekly Discussions are due each Thursday. Activities and Assignments are due on the Friday of the week designated in the course schedule.

Teaching strategies: Class sessions will include a variety of instructional methodologies, including; discussions, individual activities, and multi-media. 

V.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
 Academic Requirements will include:

Discussions 

  

 


30


Respond to the weekly discussion item with your opinion(s) and second, respond and comment to 2 of your peer’s responses. Refer to course objectives and correlate your response to at least one of the objectives. (125 minimum and 250 word maximum length, choose your words well, summarize.)
A. Strategic Reading Lesson 



20
Choose a scientifically-research based strategy that is effective with students with reading difficulties in the areas of emergent literacy, phonological awareness skills (i.e., phonemic awareness skills, phonics [decoding], word recognition, word identification, comprehension of narrative text, comprehension of expository text, spelling and/or oral language.) Prepare a written lesson (Submit online)-10 points. Teach the lesson to your class and write a reflection of your lesson (Submit online)-10 points.

B. Mini-lit review 





20

In an effort to fully understand the scientifically-   research based strategy that you choose; each student will research your strategy and write a (1-2 page mini-lit review on the strategy.) The mini-lit review will need to consist of at least (2- 

peer reviewed journal articles. The organization of your mini-lit review will look like the following:

1. Introduction (Main Heading)

a. Rationale ( Center of paper)
b. Background (Center of paper)
2. Literature Review (Main Heading)

a. This is where you discuss at least 4 peer-reviewed journal articles. 

3. Summary/Closing (Min Heading)

a. This is where you share your opinions regarding the strategy. Take this opportunity to discuss  your direct application/observation of the strategy with your class and discuss its effectiveness with your students. Discuss the stategy’s strengths and weaknesses).

There is no min. length requirement on the reading lesson (max. 750 words). Assignments need to be grammatically correct. 

Activities                                                


20  

1) Students will integrate one lesson  previously taught in the classroom (or create a lesson) and add a language arts component to the lesson. e.g. A science lesson previously taught could incorporate a journal reflection by students at the conclusion of the lesson. 

2) Students will incorporate a different multiple intelligence into a lesson that has language arts as its theme. e.g. A chapter out of a current book being read in the class could be transformed into a skit.

Research multiple intelligences (Gardner) if you are not yet familiar with this concept.

Final Examination





10
(Essay) Please refer to schedule for date.






             Total possible points     

100

All assignments should use 12 point font, Arial or Times New Roman and double-spaced. Read and edit all assignments prior to posting online. No assignments will be accepted after Sunday of the week they are due as the new week will begin on Monday.
VI.
MATERIALS, FILMS, AND OTHERS INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS

Additional  materials, readings, media, and other instructional aids will be utilized to supplement information provided in the text. 

VII.
EVALUATION 

Students will be evaluated as specified in the section on course requirements. In addition:

· Discussions are the basis for individual and collaborative learning activities and are the basis for this course.
· Assignments are due as indicated on the course schedule; missing assignments will be scored as “zero.” 
· All assignments must be typed and double-spaced.  Work submitted should reflect upper division undergraduate expectations in terms of scope, depth, writing mechanics, appearance and APA style for citations within discussion and reference list. All assignments are used for assessments toward the final grade.

· Attendance – University policy requires students to attend all classes. For an online course, this means that all students must have weekly online responses. If an emergency occurs, the student is responsible for contacting the professor to make up any missed work. Unexcused absences will lower your final grade.

· Academic Conduct – Refer to your Student Handbook. Pay special attention to all academic policies regarding grading.

VIII.
GRADING

Weekly Discussions @ 3 pts. – 10 weeks


30


Strategic Reading Lesson





20


Mini-lit Review






20


Activities







20


Final Exam







10_


Total Points







100

Grading Scale:

A =
90% - 100% 


B =
80% -  89%


C =
70% -  79% 


D =
60% -  69%


F =
< 60%


IX.
COURSE SCHEDULE/OUTLINE



     
CHAPTERS   

           
* - Read carefully

Week #1:     


Readings: Chpt. 1 & 2
- McCormick
*  Pg. 4-15


Basic Concepts and Definitions in Reading


Causes and Correlates of Individual Differences in Reading Ability


Weekly Discussion: Describe yourself and how you came to be interested in teaching exceptional children. Respond to “Learning From the Text” , pg. 56,57. Describe a book (or parts of a book) that you would read aloud to your class. 


Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.


Assignment: Read McCormick Chpt. 3 & 4


Week #2:


Chpt. 3 & 4 – McCormick      *  Pg. 72-80, 94


Assessment for Identification of Reading Problems


Assessment for Verifying General Reading Levels 

Weekly Discussion: Respond to ‘Reflections’  - # 2, # 3, pg. 95 and ‘Reflections’ - # 1, # 2 pg. 119.  Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Assignment: Read McCormick Chpt. 5 & 6. Begin research for mini-lit review.

Week #3:





Chpts. 5 & 6 - McCormick     *  ALL

Assessment for Identifying Specific Strengths and Weaknesses in Reading: Part I

Assessment for Identifying Specific Strengths and Weaknesses in Reading: Part II
Weekly Discussion: Respond to ‘Reflections’ - # 1, pg. 153. Respond to ‘Reflections’  # 1, pg. 184. Submit titles of journal articles you will be reviewing for mini-lit review. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m. 
Assignment: Read McCormick Chpt.  7 Submit mini-lit review during week #4.



Week #4:

Chpts. 7 – McCormick      * All Prinicples, pg. 218-219

Important Principles of Instruction for Delayed Readers

Due: Mini-lit reviews  


Weekly Discussion: Describe ways  that you will incorporate the highlights of Bloom (1984) in your classroom. Use ‘Reflections’  - #1, pg. 6. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m. 
Assignment: Read McCormick Chpt . 8 & 9. Draft strategic reading lesson assignment.

Week #5:



 

Chpt. 8& 9 - McCormick                                



Word Recognition



Word Identification

Weekly Discussion: Respond to ‘Learning from the Text’ pg. 273. Respond to ‘Reflections’, #1, pg. 306. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m. 
Assignment: Read McCormick Chpt. 10.



Week #6: 



Chpt. 10 - McCormick







Knowledge of Word Meanings  




Weekly Discussion: Respond to ‘Reflections’, #1 & #2, pg. 341. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.
Assignment: Read McCormick Chpt. 11 & 12. Complete strategic reading lesson assignment for week # 7.
Week
#7:

Chpt.  11 & 12 - McCormick

Comprehension of Narrative Text

Comprehension of Expository Text  




    

Due: Strategic reading lesson



Weekly Discussion: Respond to ‘Metacognition’ from pg. 410-415. Discuss how you can use this information in your classroom. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Assignment: Read Chapt. 13 & 14. View the movie Dead Poet’s Society. Discuss how this professor inspired his students in Language Arts. Would these methods work for any other content area? Why? Post your responses.


Integrate language arts into a previously taught or a newly created lesson. Describe the lesson in detail (integrated lesson). Submit week # 8.


Week #8:


Chpt. 13 & 14


The Severely Delayed Reader and the Nonreader


Other Learners With Special Needs


Due: Integrated lesson assignment.


Weekly Discussion: Respond to ‘Reflections’ #1, pg. 483. Review discussions regarding movie Dead Poet’s Society. Respond to two other students.

Write a reflection on your integrated lesson. How might you use this in the future? Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Assignment: View the movie Stand and Deliver. Discuss the methods this teacher used to motivate his students. Did cultural backgrounds play a role in this movie? How? How would you use this knowledge to teach a Language Arts class?


Use a different multiple intelligence to teach a language arts lesson. Describe the lesson in detail (multiple intelligence lesson). Submit week #9.


Week #9:


Due: Multiple Intelligence lesson assignment.


Weekly Discussion: Review discussions regarding movie Stand and Deliver. Respond to two other students.


Write a reflection on your multiple intelligence lesson. How might teaching to the various multiple intelligences enhance your classroom? Might student attitudes change? How?


Assignment: Begin research on your essay topics for the final exam. Refer to course goals and objectives.


Final Exam questions will be during week 10.


Week #10:

Final Exam  Post – Date TBA






