CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

Spring 2007 

DISTANCE LEARNING COURSE
ED 607R: Language Arts 

Instructor: Debbie Pollock M.E.



Voice Mail:  781-8860

E-mail dpollock@adjunct.chaminade.edu
Site/Hours:  Online

Credit Hours:  3 credits

Prerequisite:  None

I. 
Course Description


Course Description:
 This course provides an overview of language acquisition and development in typical and atypical learners. Language and reading difficulties associated with specific learning disabilities are examined. Assessment instruments relevant to the language arts, selection, administration, and the interpretation of results are reviewed. Diagnostic and prescriptive approaches are included; integration of language arts with a highlight on reading is stressed. Through the use of case studies, students learn how to develop, implement and evaluate reading approaches for students with various disabilities.
II.
COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Learner Outcomes:

The student will be able to: 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the development of language skills, in non-disabled and disabled children. Council of Exceptional Children, CC6K1, CC6K2, CC6S1, GC6K1, GC6K3; HTSB #1.

2. Describe characteristics and unique needs of students with varying disabilities. GC2K2, GC2K3, GC2K4, GC6K3, GC7K4, GC7S2, CC2K1, CC2K5, CC2K6; HTSB #1, #3.

3. Demonstrate knowledge of the various interventions and effective research-based teaching strategies in language arts for children with varying disabilities. CC3K5, GC4K1, GC4S4, GC4S13, GC4S14, GC4S15, GC4S16; HTSB #1, #6, #7. 

4. Demonstrate the ability to plan, adapt, and individualize instruction in language arts for children with varying disabilities. GC5S3, CC7K2, CC7S1, CC7S2, CC7S3, CC7S10, CC7S11, CC7S13; HTSB #3, #5, #6.

5. Describe methods and models of facilitating the successful integration of students with disabilities into the general education classroom CC4S1, CC4S3, GC4K3, CC5S2, CC5S3, CC5S4; HTSB #1, #2, #4, #10.

Required Text:

Language and Reading Disabilities, 2/E

Hugh W. Catts, Alan G. Kamhi, Publisher: Allyn & Bacon,

 ISBN: 0-205-45448-8

Dyslexia and Reading Difficulties: Research and Resource Guide for Working with All Struggling Readers, 2/E
Carol S. Spafford, George S. Grosser, Publisher: Allyn & Bacon,

ISBN 0-205-42856-8


IV.
FORMAT


Time: Time is flexible since it is held online. The week begins and ends on Mondays. See the course schedule and calendar for further clarification and times. 

Teaching strategies: Class sessions will include a variety of instructional methodologies, including; discussions, individual activities, and multi-media. 

V.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

 Course Assignments- All written course assignments must follow the American Psychological Association (APA) standards for professional writing.   Generally, late assignments are not accepted except in cases of emergency or serious illness.  Please notify me of the situation PRIOR to the due date of assignments.

1. Discussions and responses



30
Respond to the weekly discussion item with your opinion(s) and second, respond and comment to 2 of your peer’s responses. Refer to course objectives and correlate your response to at least one of the objectives. (125 minimum and 250 word maximum length, choose your words well, summarize.)

2. Tutorial-Diagnosis, Remediation Plan, Intervention
20

In this assignment, you will work weekly with a student who has been having difficulty with reading. It may be a student at your school or someone from your neighborhood. After determining grade level, you will diagnose (using running records) and decide on the most appropriate reading program for remediation purposes. You will continue to tutor this child (2 weeks total) and keep a log on  plans, observations, analysis, and results. 

a. Case Study Paper- In a 5-6 page paper, write-up the particulars of your case study. Include diagnosis of the reading difficulties your student has, rationale for intervention chosen (findings from current research), and results of weekly tutoring sessions.

b. Log - The log should have daily observations and include activities conducted. It should also contain a record of progress and reflections on lesson’s effectiveness.

3. Activities                                                
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1) Integrate one lesson  previously taught in the classroom (or create a lesson) and add a language arts component to the lesson. e.g. A science lesson previously taught could incorporate a journal reflection by students at the conclusion of the lesson.  (15)

2) Incorporate a different multiple intelligence into a lesson that has language arts as its theme. e.g. A chapter out of a current book being read in the class could be transformed into a skit or a drawing. (15)

Research multiple intelligences (Gardner) if you are not yet familiar with this concept.

4.. Research paper




20

 The paper will consist of research conducted on 2 reading and remedial programs.  Each student will investigate two reading or intervention programs and write a 2-3 page paper on it that contains: introduction, description of the programs, key components of the programs, an example two lesson plans, and research on the effectiveness of the programs. End with a conclusion on the overall pros and cons of these programs and a comparison and contrast of these programs.

Grading- Students will earn the final grade through an accumulation of points 


received for assignments throughout the term. The distribution of points for each 
assignment is as follows:




POINTS:

· Discussions and responses
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· Tutorial-Diagnosis, Remediation Plan, Intervention


20

· Activities







30

· Research paper of Remedial Programs



20

Grading Scale- 

A= 90- 100

B= 80-89

A grade of C or below will not be credited to a graduate degree. The student will have to repeat the course if a grade of C or below is received.

All assignments should use 12 point font, Arial or Times New Roman and double-spaced. Read and edit all assignments prior to posting online. No assignments will be accepted after Sunday of the week they are due as the new week will begin on Monday.

· Your course is located at http://webct.chaminade.edu.  Choose “Login to my WebCT.”  Enter your login (e.g. jdoe) and enter your password (chaminade).  Please change your login as soon as possible after you log in.  The course will be listed on the left side of the screen. 
·  If you have technical questions, contact jnakson@chaminade.edu
· In graduate education, students need to assume an increasing amount of responsibility for learning by taking an active role in becoming self-directed learners.  It is always important to manage your time to be successful, but this becomes crucial for an online course.  Read ahead; think ahead; answer discussion questions each week with informed responses.  Set high goals for yourself; aim to develop skills and knowledge you can use.
· This course is organized into 10 sessions.  Participants should plan to spend approximately 4.5 hours per week online (or more, as skills, internet and time permit) exploring and examining Internet sites and related materials, responding to weekly discussion questions, and completing online assignments.  In addition, participants should plan to spend additional time offline, reading the text, and reflecting about the course concepts.
· Each week is organized around three components on the course’s WebCT site:
· Readings in the texts
· Discussion Question:  a question posed to help you to reflect on your readings.  You are expected not only to answer the question posted by the instructor, but also to:
· Respond to the posts of your fellow classmates, actively engaging in discussion and debate about the topics that we will be covering.
· Work involves more than regurgitation of facts; learning requires thoughtful analysis and synthesis of ideas.  Your ability to effectively communicate your critical analysis of concepts is the major criteria for grading.
VI.
MATERIALS, FILMS, AND OTHERS INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS


Additional  materials, readings, media, and other instructional aids will be utilized to supplement information provided in the text. 

VII.
EVALUATION 


Students will be evaluated as specified in the section on course requirements. In addition:

· Discussions are the basis for individual and collaborative learning activities and are the basis for this course.
· Assignments are due as indicated on the course schedule; missing assignments will be scored as “zero.” 
· All assignments must be typed and double-spaced.  Work submitted should reflect upper division undergraduate expectations in terms of scope, depth, writing mechanics, appearance and APA style for citations within discussion and reference list. All assignments are used for assessments toward the final grade.

· Attendance – University policy requires students to attend all classes. For an online course, this means that all students must have weekly online responses. If an emergency occurs, the student is responsible for contacting the professor to make up any missed work. Unexcused absences will lower your final grade.

· Academic Conduct – Refer to your Student Handbook. Pay special attention to all academic policies regarding grading.

Reminders:  The following policies are summarized from the Student Handbook.  Please review these and other policies in the Handbook. 

1. Attendance:  For online courses, attendance is measured by your participation in weekly online discussions and your attention to completing assignments on time.  Discussions are the basis for individual and collaborative learning activities and are the basis for this course. Just as you are required to attend classes that are offered in person, you must participate regularly in an online course.  Notify me immediately BEFORE THE DUE DATE if illness or other circumstances prevent you from participating or completing assignments on time.  Otherwise, your grade will begin dropping.  Please do not get behind.  Anyone who stops participating in a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.

2. Academic Honesty:  Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty. Refer to your Student Handbook. Pay special attention to all academic policies regarding grading.

A great source for APA format is located at the following website:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html
Review of Literature resources:

http://search.epnet.com
login: sullivan

password: ahinahina

Check out the psychology category.  Check peer reviewed. Check full text.

ED 607 Weekly Schedule

Week #1: Introduce yourself and share something about yourself that you have NOT yet shared before in a class. Talk about your educational experiences, include what you are teaching now, what would you like to teach in the future, plans for life ‘after school’, read and comment on 2 others.  Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

· Assignment for next week: read Language and Reading Disabilities Catts & Kahmi, chapter 1; Dyslexia and Reading Difficulties, Spafford & Grosser, chap. 1

Week #2:  The Structure of Language  Language and Reading Disabilities, Catts & Kahmi., chap. 1


Catts & Kahmi discuss the similarities and differences between spoken and written language in the following domains:

1. Physical

2. Situational

3. Functional

4. Form

5. Vocabulary

6. Grammatical

7. Processing
· *Weekly Discussion: From list above……  read and comment on 2 other responses.  

· Assignment for next week: read Catts & Kamhi, chapter 2, 3;  Spafford & Grosser, chap. 2

Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Week #3: Reading Development, Catts & Kamhi, chapter 2; Spafford & Grosser, chap. 2

*Weekly Discussion: The authors discuss problems with stage theories of word recognition and advance a ‘self-teaching’ hypothesis. What do you think of the authors’ arguments and which theory do you find most compelling. Post to discussions, read and comment on 2 others.  

List and describe the stages of “normal” reading development.  
Assignment for next week: Catts & Kamhi; chapter 3 ; Stafford & Grosser, chapter 6, 7, 8.  Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Week #4:  Defining Reading Disabilities, Catts  & Kamhi, chapter 3;  Spafford & Grosser, chap. 1, 2.

*Weekly Discussion:: Describe the “discrepancy formula” (difference between achievement and IQ) currently used by the Federal government to identify students with learning disabilities. Do you think the “Response to Intervention” (RtI), which is under consideration by the Department of Education, is a better way to identify students with reading disabilities. Read and respond to 2 other responses. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Due: Post Integrated Lesson activity.  Respond to 2 other lessons.
· Assignment for next week: Catts & Kamhi; chapter 4, 5 ; Stafford & Grosser, chapter 6, 7, 8.

Week #5:  Classification of Reading Disabilities, Causes of Reading Disabilities Catts  & Kamhi, chapter 4, 5 
*Weekly Discussion: Catts  & Kamhi divide reading disabilities into subtypes. What do you think are the strengths /limitations of this way of looking at reading disabilities? How might you apply it with the children you work with? Read and respond to 2 other responses. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Due: Post Multiple Intelligence Lesson activity.  Respond to 2 other lessons.
For your case study, pick one area within reading disabilities to focus on (an area you might encounter working with your age group or one of interest). For your paper, write-up a detailed description of this disability, include possible causes. Assignment for next week: Catts & Kamhi; chapter 6; Stafford & Grosser, chapter 6, 9.

Week #6: Assessment and Instruction for Phonemic Awareness and Word Recognition Skills, Catts & Kamhi; chapter 6: Stafford & Grosser, chapter 6, 9.
*Weekly Discussion- Share the area you are focusing on and why. Read and respond to 2 other responses. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

There are a number of remedial approaches to strengthen phonemic awareness and word recognition skills mentioned in this week’s readings, i.e., Lindamood method, Reading from Scratch, Spaulding .as well as Orton-Gillingham (OG) and Wilson methods. Make a list with descriptions of at least 8. 

*If this is your area of focus, you will do research on at least 2 strategies in an in-depth manner.

· Assignment for next week: Catts & Kamhi; chapter 7; Stafford & Grosser, chapter 8.

Week #7: Fluency, Stafford & Grosser, chapter 8.

Weekly Discussion: Between decoding and comprehension lies fluency, often overlooked and neglected. However, reading specialists believe in the ‘ABC rule’ (automaticity before comprehension). Read and respond to 2 other responses. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Due: Post Research paper.

To learn about an excellent program to strengthen fluency, go to website for READ NATURALLY (www.readnaturally.com). Write up information and your thoughts on the value of this instructional strategy.  Post to discussions

There are a number of remedial approaches to strengthen fluency, i.e., reader’s theatre, reading poetry. Make a list with descriptions of at least 6 strategies to increase fluency. 

*If this is your area of focus, you will need to do research on at least 2 strategies in an in-depth manner.

· Assignment for next week: Catts and Kahmi, chapters 7; Spafford & Grosser, chapter 7,  10
Begin log for tutorial-diagnosis (case study) assignment.

Week #8:  Assessing and Remediating Text Comprehension, Catts & Kamhi, chapter 7; Spafford & Grosser, chapter 7, 10

According to Catts & Kamhi, comprehension requires students to have:

1. literate style of language (as opposed to casual conversation)

2. schema knowledge (content schemata and text grammar schemata)

3. metacognitive processing (self-appraisal and self-managing)

In chapter 7, Catts and Kahmi discuss the complicated nature of comprehension difficulties. There are a number of ways to assist  #2, schema Knowledge, by providing supports for understanding of expository (informational, factual) and narrative (fictional story) texts. 

Two resources that are beneficial when working with older students on comprehension and writing are:

 1. Teaching Learning Strategies and Study Skills to Students with Learning Disabilities, Attention Deficit Disorders, or Special Needs by Stephen S. Strichart and Charles T. Mangrum II

2. Project Read/Language Circle- there are a number of manuals in this program but I have used:

Comprehension- story form

Writing- Framing your Thoughts

*Weekly Discussion:- Try out one of these or some of the suggestions provided on comprehension in Catts and Kahmi or Spafford & Grosser. Share one you find particularly useful and tell why. Read and respond to 2 other responses. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Comprehension-Make a list of remedial strategies with descriptions, of at least 6 activities from the two texts. 

*If this is your area of focus, you will need to do additional research on at least 2 strategies in an in-depth manner

· Assignment for next week: Catts and Kahmi, chapters 7; Spafford & Grosser, chapter 7, 9
Week #9:  Writing; Learning, Assessing and Facilitating Written Language. Catts & Kamhi, chapter 8, 9; Spafford & Grosser, chapter.7, 9

Many of the activities for assisting comprehension also support writing.  In the chapter 9 in Catts & Spafford, chapter 7, there are a number of strategies such as graphic organizers, anticipation guide, semantic maps, etc. In addition, here is  the web site for Framing your Thoughts from Project Read/Language Circle: http://projectread.com/topic.php?topID=38
*Weekly Discussion::As you review these ideas, pick one you find particularly appealing and give your reasons. Read and respond to 2 other responses. Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

 Writing- Make a list of 6-8 remedial techniques with descriptions from the two texts. 

*If this is your area of focus, you will need to do additional research on at least 2 strategies in an in-depth manner

· Assignment for next week: Catts & Kahmi, chapters 9; Spafford & Grosser, chapter 4
Due : Post Tutorial-Diagnosis Case study Respond to 2 other case studies.
Week #10:  Spelling and Cultivating Resiliency, Spafford & Grosser, chapter 4

Developmental Stages for Spelling- Catts (not Spafford) and additional info

*Weekly Discussion: Spafford and Grosser discuss the importance of resiliency in students.  Yet for many of them, classroom tasks are difficult and taxing. How will you build resiliency and perseverance in your students? Read and respond to 2 other responses. . Discussion due Sat. 12:00noon. Two responses to peer postings due by Sun. 11:59p.m.

Remember:  The syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion and for the student’s benefit.


