 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Performing Arts 201: Introduction to Motion Pictures

Cheryl Edelson, PhD

Email: cedelson@chaminade.edu

Days: F (04-03-2006 To 06-12-2006 ) 
Time: 5:30 PM - 9:40 PM 
Location: Schofield Barracks / /

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course offers an introduction to formal and aesthetic elements of motion pictures. Beginning with formalistic concerns of mise-en-scene, editing, and uses of color and sound, we shall also explore critical approaches to film studies, including adaptation and ideology-critical studies. Films screened in class will comprise the core of our reading list, but discussions of these films will be aided by readings in Louis Giannetti’s Understanding Movies (Tenth Edition). Assignments for the course will include a viewing journal, an in-class exam, a close-reading exercise, and a formal paper. 
COURSE OUTCOMES 

Students who successfully complete this course will demonstrate the ability to do the following:

1. Develop skills for critically reading and writing about film, including the ability to accomplish "close readings" of individual shots and sequences, recognition of cinematic technique, and cultivation of sensitivities to various ways of approaching film studies. 

2. Incorporate components of effective writing such as clarity, organization, appropriate vocabulary, proper mechanics, in writing memoirs, reviews, and critical/research papers.

3. Gain familiarity with various library resources and research tools available to the student of film. 

4. Respect the value of diverse opinions, and incorporate those opinions in re-evaluation of a personal position.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Students are expected to carefully and completely read each of the assigned texts, and, by the conclusion of the course, at least, will be able to speak and write about these works in an intelligent and effective fashion. The main requirements of the course include: 

*attendance of and participation in class discussions (includes informal in-class writing 15%) 

*one film viewing journal (10-20 pages, due at the end of the course, 15%) 

*one close-reading exercise (15%)

*in-class midterm (25%)

*one critical paper (4-6 pages, 30%)

GRADING SCALE: A= 90-100% B= 80-89% C= 70-79% D= 60-69% F= 0-59% 

COURSE POLICIES *Reading assignments must be completed by date indicated on course calendar. * Late assignments will be docked 10 percent per day after due-date. * Failure to submit any assignment will result in a course-grade "F." * Cheating/plagiarism will result in a grade "F"; instances of academic dishonesty must be reported to the Dean of Students for further disciplinary action. 
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Course schedule (revised)

*Week 1:  April 6
Introductions: “Photography,” Giannetti pgs 1-46; 

Billy Wilder, Sunset Boulevard (1950)

*Week 2: April 14

“Mise en Scene,” Giannetti pgs. 47-97

Fred Zinneman, From Here to Eternity (1953)

*Week 3: April 21: 

“Editing,” Giannetti pgs. 141-216; 

Douglas Sirk, All That Heaven Allows (1955)

*Week 4: April 28:

“Sound,” Giannetti pgs. 217-254

Mike Nichols, The Graduate (1967)

FILM REVIEW DUE IN CLASS

*Week 5:  May 5:

MIDTERM EXAM

*Week 6: May 12: 

“Story” Giannetti pgs. 349-388;

Ridley Scott, Blade Runner (1982)

*Week 7: May 19:  tc "*Week 7\: May 19\:  " \l 4
“Drama,” Giannetti pgs. 307-348; “Writing,” Giannetti pgs. 389-426

Kenneth Brannagh, Much Ado About Nothing (1993)
CLOSE-READING EXERCISE (PRACTICE, IN CLASS)

 

*Week 8: May 26:

“Ideology,” Giannetti pgs. 427-471

CLOSE-READING EXERCISE (IN-CLASS)tc "*Week 6\: 10/8\:  " \l 4
Spike Lee, Jungle Fever (1991)

*Week 9: June 2:

“Critique,” Giannette pgs. 473-509

Film tba
*Week 10: June 9:

“Synthesis,” Giannetti pgs. 511-547.

CRITICAL PAPER DUE IN CLASS

Film tba
