 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Biology 490  Senior Seminar

Professor Patricia Lee-Robinson, M.Ed., M.S., C.N.S.

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring 2007

Class Meetings: Wednesdays, 8:00-8:50, Henry Hall 106

Office: Castle Science Center 107

Office Hours: TR 11:00 am-12:00 pm, and by appointment 

Telephone:
735-4804


Fax:   440-4298


email: plrobins@chaminade.edu

   HYPERLINK "mailto:leerobin@hawaii.edu" 
mailto:leerobin@hawaii.edu
COURSE OUTLINE AND SYLLABUS                                         

REFERENCE TEXTS:

There are no mandatory texts for the course.  There are reference texts available that include the following.

a)  Smith, Roger C., W. Malcolm Reid, and Arlene E. Luchsinger 1980.  Smith's Guide To The Literature Of The LifeSciences.  Burgess Publishing, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

b) Day, Robert A.  1988.  How To Write And Publish A  Scientific Paper.  Oryx Publishing, Phoenix, New York.  Hairston, Maxine et al. 1999. 
c)  The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. Addison Wesley, New York, N.Y.

GOALS:  The course is designed to fulfill the following goals:

1.  To present the methods and the means used to prepare and complete a research project, such as        the criteria used in selection of a suitable research topic.

2.  To learn about the literature of the life sciences, such as primary, secondary, and tertiary sources, and how to obtainliterature for a research project.

3.  To prepare a literature search for a research topic.

4.  To learn about career and professional methods, such as resumes, financial aid, and research funds.

5.  To experience the presentation of a seminar incorporating components of scientific research, e.g., methods and materials, utilizing audio-visual methods, e.g., powerpoint.

6.  To prepare a protocol for a research project.

OBJECTIVES FOR STUDENTS:  At the conclusion of the course, the student will be able to do the  following:

1.  Select a research topic using standard criteria of biology.

2.  Prepare a literature listing.

3.  Prepare career and professional papers, such as a resume and financial aid for graduate and professional schools.

4.  Prepare and present a seminar with audiovisual methods and answer questions in a seminar.

5.  Prepare and write a protocol for a directed senior research project.

6.  Complete specific components of a research report, such as an abstract.

PROJECTS:  To accomplish the previously mentioned goals, the student will complete the following projects.

1.  Literature Search Project: use methods to prepare a listing of reference of a literature search on a topic selected by the student.

2.  Protocol Project:  Prepare a protocol for directed senior research in the following semester.

3.  Abstract Preparation:  Complete an abstract of a journal article.

4.  Journal Project:  Select journals in specific biological fields.

5.  Biography of Scientists:  Obtain biographical information on assigned professionals in biology.

6.  Resume Preparation:  Prepare the student's own resume.

7.  Financial Aid Availability:  Complete a specific listing of financial aid available to the individual student.

8.  Visual Media Project:  Prepare audiovisual materials for a seminar presentation.

9.  Seminar Presentation:  Prepare and present a seminar using audiovisual materials and field questions.

10.  Alternate assignments will be assigned to students who have completed a senior research project.
GRADE DETERMINATION AND POLICIES:

1.  Grades will be determined in the following manner:


Projects (5% each)            
40%            Scale 
90% = A


                                                   


80% = B


Seminar Presentation              20%                 

70% = C


Attendance and Participation  20%                 

60% = D


Quizes                                      20% 

2.  Attendance is expected and mandatory with penalty to be assessed by the instructor for unexcused absence.

3.  There is no final examination in this seminar course.

4.    If the student is having difficulties, the student must schedule a conference with the instructor.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Makeup examination, late papers and extra credit.

Makeup examination are not given unless arranged in advance with Professor Lee-Robinson.  Paper are due on the date designated.  Students must comply with the Biology Department’s policy.  Any papers submitted after the due time/date will be penalized one letter grade.  Papers turned in after 24 hours after the due time/date will NOT be accepted.  Extra credit assignments and incompletes are not granted.

Because the university is an academic community with high professional standards, its teaching function is seriously disrupted and subverted by academic dishonesty.  Such dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, which includes giving/receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination; obtaining information about an examination before it is given; using inappropriate/unallowed sources of information during an examination; altering answers after an examination has been submitted; and altering the record of any grade.  (Refer to the Chaminade University General Catalog for further information.)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Note:  Every effort has been made to insure that the material in this syllabus is accurate and complete.  However, occasionally changes must be made in the printed schedule.  Thus the instructor reserves the right to make any changes in the contents of this syllabus that she deems necessary or desirable.  These changes, if any, will be announced as soon as the need for them becomes apparent.
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