English 422

Pacific Literature

Spring 2007

Instructor:  Koreen Nakahodo Schroeder

Office Hours: R 1:00-2:00 or by appointment

e-mail:  knakahod@chaminade.edu

Office Number: 440-4234


Course Description
This course introduces students to significant works of contemporary literature written by indigenous Pacific Islanders and explores the issues of anti-colonialism, modernization, and traditional culture.  Works include writers from New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa.

Course Objectives

In order to successfully complete this course, the student is expected to: 

· Identify key texts, authors, and critics of Pacific Literature;

· Identify key themes of Pacific Literature;

-Mobility and Identity

-Colonialism

-Issues of aesthetics and critical contexts

-Traditional “literary” expressions

· Analyze the connection between the literature and social issues facing the culture. 

Required Texts

Cousins.  Patricia Grace

Hawaii Nei.  Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl.
Inside Out: Literature, Cultural Politics, and Identity in the New Pacific. Ed. by Vilsoni 

Hereniko and Rob Wilson.

Once Were Warriors.  Alan Duff
Potiki.  Patricia Grace.

Sons for the Return Home.  Albert Wendt.

Tales of the Tikongs.  Epeli Hau’ofa.

Think of a Garden and Other Plays.  John Kneubuhl.

Supplemental Texts

Nuanua.  Edited by Albert Wendt. 
Supplemental films and short readings will be provided by the instructor.

Required Extras

Access to computer, word processor, or typewriter (all papers must be typed)

Tape recorder for mobility and identity paper.

Student Responsibilities


Class Attendance

Attendance and punctuality are mandatory.  Students are responsible for making 
up work assigned during their absence from class.

Class Participation

Students are expected to come prepared for class: all readings must be completed, 

prior to the beginning of the class.

Late Work
· No late reaction papers will be accepted.  
· No e-mail papers will be accepted.

Class Behavior

In class you are free to express your opinions with respect to the other members of the class.  Class members who do not adhere to this rule will be asked to leave the classroom and will be referred to the Dean of Students. 

Students are asked to turn off all electronic devices (cell phones) before entering the classroom.  Talking on the phone during lectures or class discussions is unacceptable, and will result in a grade deduction (15 points).
Plagiarism

Plagiarism is presenting the work of another as your own.  The guidelines for plagiarism are in the General Catalog (online). They include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgement (citation) of the source is always mandatory.

2. Paraphrasing the work of another without proper acknowledgement.

3. Submitting the work prepared by another as one’s own. (online).

Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the paper.

Grading Breakdown

Weekly reaction paper (13)  



  50 

Final Research Paper




  50

Final Exam 





  50
Total


                

   150 points

  


        

A    135-150 

             



        

B    120-134 









        
C    105-119




                    

D    90-104

The passing grade for this class is a ‘D.’  

Grading Scale:  Final Research Paper

You will be required to write a research paper (minimum of 8 pages) on either an author or a specific work.  In addition to the class readings, you must include at least 3 outside sources (outside the scope of the class.  A minimum of 8 sources must be used.  The research paper will be due on 4/19/07.
	Points
	Integration of Sources
	Clarity and Rhetoric
	Organizational Development 
	Grammar and Mechanics

	45-50
	Accurate assessment (summary and paraphrase) of source information.  The sources are introduced using a concise summary and the sources are integrated logically and effectively into the paper. The validity of the source information has been tested and documented in the paper.  
	The goal of the paper is clear.  The language and rhetorical  techniques used in the paper are clear and effective for the audience provided.   
	The paper displays a clear organizational structure which includes an introduction, thesis, topic sentences, examples, transitions, and a conclusion.
	The paper uses correct MLA documentation and contains few (1-3) errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	40-44
	Same as above, however the summary introduction of the text is accurate but not as concise.
	Same as above.
	Same as above.
	The paper may contain (4-7) errors in grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure.

	35-39
	The summary introduction or the paraphrase of the source may be less than accurate.  
	The rhetorical techniques may present less than a logical application.  Or additional techniques should have been used in the paper.
	Same as above.
	The paper contains grammar and punctuation errors (4-7)and a few minor documentation errors (1-3).

	30-34
	There is no summary introduction of the texts, and the text is not integrated into the paper.
	Same as above.
	The paper lacks a clear organizational structure (topic sentences and transitions).
	The “works cited” page is not in MLA format.

	0-29
	It is unclear what additional texts are being used and for what purpose.
	It is unclear what techniques are being use.
	The purpose of the paper/thesis is unclear.
	No “works cited” page  was included in the paper.


Grading Scale: Reaction Papers
You will be asked to write ten one-page (single-spaced) reaction papers.  I will present a general question and ask for critical reflections (with support from the class discussion, readings, or personal insights/experiences).

‘5’   Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

· Papers are completed using additional sources (5 or more sources or interviews).  

· The question that the paper seeks to answer demonstrates mastery of related issues, contexts (cultural and historical), and terminology.

· Clear integration of source material.

· The paper well organized and supported.

· The paper contains no errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and displays sentence structures that reflect the advanced level of the class.

The reaction was well thought out and developed. In other words, you processed the class discussions, issues, concepts, and vocabulary and were able to explore the question posed by providing documentation from the readings and class discussions.  Or you were able to pose a specific question that you have been exploring as a result of the readings and class discussions and were able cite the paradigms/ contexts that make the question difficult to address, or you were able to provide thoughtful responses to that question citing sources.

‘4’   Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

· Papers are completed using 3-4 additional sources.

· The question that the paper seeks to answer demonstrates an understanding of related issues, contexts (cultural and historical), and terminology.

· Clear integration of source material.

· The paper well organized and supported.

· The paper contains no errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation and displays sentence structures that reflect the advanced level of the class.

Same as ‘A’ except you may not have the necessary amount of documentation to clearly explore the question.

‘3’    Average grade indicating competent grasp of subject matter.

· The question that the paper seeks to answer demonstrates an understanding of related issues, contexts (cultural and historical), and terminology.

· The paper was well organized and supported.

· The paper contains a few errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and contains a few sentences that structurally reflect the level of the class.

The reaction appeared to be a method of processing the class discussions, issues, concepts, and vocabulary.  In other words, the reaction paper appears to be your tool for assessing the aspects of the readings and the class that may be problematic for you: you were able to identify the problem/question, but were not able to cite solutions or contexts.


‘2’    Inferior work of the lowest passing grade.

· The paper was poorly written and did not reflect the advanced level of the class.

-Several errors (5+) in grammar, spelling, or punctuation.

· The thesis for the paper was unclear.

· The paper was not clearly organized.

· The paper was not supported by fact.

The reaction was merely an “I thought this” paper that did not integrate or address the larger issues discussed by the class.

‘F’/O No paper was turned in or the paper was not completed on a timely basis.

Instructors note:  Should you need any additional assistance to meet the requirements for this class, please contact me, and I will introduce you to June Yasuhara.

Also, please note that the assignments and grading scale can be changed by the instructor with class notification.

English 422

Class Schedule

Jan. 17- Assessment, Overview of Syllabus, and Diversity Exercise.

Jan. 25 – Sons for the Return Home 
· Interview with Albert Wendt (IO)

· Handouts on Mobility

Reaction Paper #1 Due:  Describe the paradigms that you use to develop your worldview.

Feb. 1   Identity
Reaction Paper #2 Due:  Apply the concept of mobility and identity to Sons.
Feb. 8-    
· “How Native is a Native Anthropologist?”  (Handout)
· “Indigenous Knowledge and Academic Imperialism”

· “Representation of Cultural Identities” (IO)

·  “Four Writers and One Critic” (IO)
· “Our Sea of Islands” (IO)

Feb 15- Potiki
Reaction Paper #3 Due:  Who is qualified to criticize the texts written by Pacific Islanders?

Feb 22-

· “Interview with Patricia Grace” (IO)
· “Influences in Writing” (IO)
· “Theory vs. Pacific Writing” (IO)
· “Developments in Creative Writing in Western Polynesia” (IO)

Reaction Paper #4 Due:  TBA
March 1 –  Once Were Warriors
Reaction Paper #5: Due

March 8-
· Interview with Alan Duff (IO)
· “In Whose Face” (IO)

· Watch the film Once Were Warriors (outside of class)

Reaction Paper #6: Due
March 15-  Cousins
Reaction Paper #7: Due
March 22 – TBA: Film or Discussions on research papers
March 29 – Spring Break

April 5 -   Tales of the Tikongs  

· “Of Daffodils and Heilala” (Handout)

· “Langakali” by Konai Helu Thaman (Handout)

· “Pasts to Remember” (Handout)

· “Interview with Epeli Hau’ofa” (Handouts)

Reaction Paper #8 Due

April 12-   Ola Na Iwi
· Read Introduction

Reaction Paper #9 Due

April 19 -  Film Utu
Research Papers Due.   Turn in Papers by 5:00 to my office.
April 26 –   Think of a Garden
· Read Introduction as well as the play

· “Representing Cultural Identities” (IO)

· “Decolonizing Hawaiian Literature” (IO)

· “Where the Sprits Laugh Last: Comic Theater in Samoa” (IO)

· “Tautauing the Post-Colonial Body” (IO)

Reaction Paper #10 Due

May 3 –  Film Te Rua
· “Preparing to Retheorize the Texts of Oceania’ (IO)

Reaction Paper #11 Due
Final Exam:  Wednesday May 9, 2007 at 12:45
Note:  Assignments and due dates are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.
Additional reaction papers may be assigned for students who want to make up work.

