CJ 490
Capstone Seminar in Criminal Justice
Instructor: 

Ron Becker




Criminology and Criminal Justice Program

3140 Waialae Ave

Honolulu, HI 96816

Phone:


735-4873

Email :


rbecker@chaminade.edu

Office:


Room 111A Behavioral Sciences

Office Hours

MTWTF  8:00- 12:00

Text:

Assigned readings.

Catalog Description:  In the process of change.
This is a criminal justice capstone course.  Students will be involved in a variety of activities designed to bring together various aspects of their criminal justice education.  Through assignments and presentations students will collaboratively explore the criminal justice system.

Program Outcome:  Practical knowledge regarding the inherent complexities and day-to-day operations of the American criminal justice system.
Student Learning Outcomes: Those who have successfully completed this course will be able to demonstrate an understanding of:

1. Working together to create a presentation based on criminal justice readings.

2. Working together to research materials in addition to assigned readings for their presentations.

3. Assist in the assessment of the quality of student presentations.

4. Constructively and substantively discuss presenters regarding the material presented.

Requirements:  Your grade in this class will be based on each of the items listed below:

· Class presentations
· Discussion participation
· Final examination
Grading:  Each examination will comprise 25% of your grade as will the research paper.    


4 presentations @100 pts each

400 points


Discussion




100 points


Final Exam 




100 points







Total 600 points
540 - 600 points = A

480 - 539 points = B

420 - 479 points = C

360-  419 points = D

Less than 360 points = F

Attendance:

Each class missed after the number of excused absences allowed (2 for TTh classes 3 for MWF classes) will result in a five-point deduction from your final grade up to the loss of one letter grade.  Tardiness is unacceptable; the third tardy will be considered an absence.

Classroom Conduct
· You are expected to be punctual

· Smoking and alcoholic beverages are prohibited in all classrooms

· No pets are allowed in the classroom.

· Any devices that may pose a distraction to students or the instructor are prohibited this would include: radios, tape decks, televisions, beepers and cell phones.

· Footwear and shirts are part of expected attire.

Academic Honesty:  Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty.

Freedom of expression:  Students are free to take reasoned exception to the views offered in a particular course of study.  They are nonetheless required to know thoroughly the specific bodies of knowledge or interpretations or theories set forth by the instructor, but are free to reserve personal judgment as to the truth or falsity of them.

The instructor is considered the normal and competent judge of academic work.  Students have an appeals process in the rare cases of unjust grading and evaluation by the procedure detailed in the Academic Grievance section of the Student Handbook.

This syllabus is subject to change but serves as a guide for the student and the instructor.  All students are expected to read, keep and understands the contents of this document.

Tentative Schedule of Instruction

Students will be paired and given a CD with reading materials germane to a single criminal justice topic.  It will be the team’s responsibility to prepare a 30-40 min slide presentation on the assigned readings.  Students may supplement the assigned readings in preparing their presentations.  Each presentation will be accompanied with five questions pertaining to the most important points raised during the presentation.  These five questions along with the questions from all other presentations will be the grist for the final examination.  Students will prepare four presentations over the course of the semester.  The time allocated for the presentation must be evenly divided between the team members.  A PRESENTATION MISSED IS A PRESENTATION LOST.

