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1.
EXPERIMENT WRITEUPS - GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

The Physic of Photography labs include several labs that relate to the physics principles underlying photography, and numerous others involved with practical photography – using lab activities designed to familiarize you with the basic operations required to take and produce prints.  These range from loading film, taking photographs, developing the film, through to manipulating and producing good quality prints.  Your instructor will discuss and demonstrate these techniques, and you will then carry out assignments that require you to use the key skills.  Prior to each lab session you will be given a handout that describes the activity to be carried out, and states step by step the details of assignment.
In detail the assignments cover these key aspects of photography:

-   How to use a film camera, including the focus, aperture, and shutter speed functions;
-   Loading film into a cassette from a bulk loader;
-   Using the shutter speed, aperture and focus on the camera to obtain the photo required;
-   Transferring film from the cassette into a developing tank, and then developing the film;
-   Producing contact (proof) sheets and prints, including making and using test strips;
-   Manipulating and improving prints using the following techniques:

 
- Selective lightening and/or darkening parts of a print by dodging and burning-in, 

- Controlling contrast by means of polycontrast filters.
It is important that before starting your lab activity you should read and understand the lab hand- outs so that you have a clear understanding of what you aim to achieve in each assignment.   You will be required to conscientiously record details of what you do during the lab in a bound lab book.   Details of the photos taken (camera settings, subject etc.), and films and prints processed etc. should be entered into a bound lab book as you proceed with the lab activity.  It is desirable that you get into the habit of making entries in your lab book while you are carrying out the experiment, entering comments and results directly into this lab book as the activity proceeds.  You are expected to complete the write-up in your lab book, including inserting test strips and mounting photographs using double stick tape, before you leave the lab.  You may leave the lab after the instructor has initialed your work.
The following layout should be employed when entering material into your lab book:

a) DATE & TITLE


The title should be short and self-explanatory.
b) AIM 


This consists of a short statement of what your objectives were as you carried out the lab activity.

c) PROCEDURE/RESULTS



This section contains brief written descriptions of what was done at each stage during the activity and commenting on the results you have achieved.  When taking photographs the details of the exposures for each photo should be entered here in list form, as well as the exposure used when you make prints.  Test strips should be attached in your lab book, using double stick tape.  These notes can be written in whatever order the work is done, with comments about how your efforts are turning out.
d)
CONCLUSIONS



At the end of your lab activity you should summarize the work you have done during the lab session, and make objective comments on your work, on points such as "Did you achieve the quality and characteristics you intended?"  If there are imperfections then you should comment on these.   If there were difficulties, discuss these, and discuss how you handled them.

There will be a final lab project, which will be worth 50% of your lab grade.  The project, which is described in an instruction sheet to be issued in the first couple of weeks of the class, is intended to develop a creative approach to your work, and the bound project will be a showcase of both your creativity as well as your skills in photography.  The final project can be considered as a lab final, one that shows very clearly the quality of work you have achieved during the course of your semester's work in the lab class.
2.
GRADING


Your lab grade will depend on:



20%
Quality of your work, as displayed in your lab book



20%
Quality of your lab write-ups



50%
Final project



10%
Attendance



100% TOTAL

The criteria used to set a final grade are as defined in the Chaminade undergraduate catalog.  It is important that you understand these because your lab work will be judged on this basis.  

A -- 
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B -- 
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C -- 
Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter.

D -- 
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, and not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite coursework.

F --  
Failed to grasp even the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

I --   
Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control.  The issuance of an "I" grade is not automatic.  Prior to reporting of grades a contract must be made between the student and the instructor for the completion of the course.
